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Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


John Major last night painted 
himself as the architect of Coot 
Bri tannia that rules the pop mu- 
sic airwaves, las taken over the 
fashion catwalks of Fans and up- 




staged Broadway. 
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lust three years ago. Mr Ma- 
jor was evoking a Britain of 
warm beer, cycling old maids, 
county cricket grounds and 
morning mist. . . 

But last night, in his speech 
to the Lord Mayor’s banquet, 
he dramatically changed his 
sales pitch to a Britain of 

S acked pubs and dubs, streets 
ustliog with foreign tonrists 
and a capital city described in 




tube. 
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v •sn'eek as "the coolest city on 
wgjhe planer. 

He urged the voters to ignore 
P*! the “professional pessimists"’ 
and realise how much of a. 
trend-setter Britain had be- 
come under his leadership. 

Mr Major said that having 
come through “an industrial and 
economic revqhition , \ with in- 
flation subdued and the boom- 
bust cycle broken, Britain now 
faced the prospect of becoming 
one of the world s most suc- 
cessful global tradingnatkais in 
lhc21sl cenfniy,.: . 

The only thing that Britain 
lacked was self-confidence: 
“The last crucial ingredient for 
our future sucoess. ^ : 

He said there were 
people ready to write Britain' 
"Thej 1 are always wrong- Lis- 
(cning to the npHtfta! dehate 
you n^ght soroeiMiesget the im- 
pression that confidence is 
something we don’t have as a 
nation, or even that it’s some- 
thing we can’t have.” 

But if people-lifted their eyes 
above the charmed circle of 
London-based doom-mongers 
they would get an entirety dif- 
ferent picture. . 

“The City of London has the 
greatest concentration of for- 
eign banks in the world," Mr 
Major said. 

“Britain has won more No- 
bel prizes than any nation ex- 
cept the US . . . Britain has won 
a third of all Oscars in the last 
30 years. Our streets are 
bustling with foreign tourists. 

“Our pubs, dubs and restau- 
rants are packed. Our television 
-.programmes- are in demand 
worldwide. Ortr. .education sys- 
: tern attracts half a million for- 
. qen students a year. Our 
tl$atres give the lead toBroad- 

. pop culture rules the 

airwaves. Our country has tak- 
en bvetthe fashion catwalks of 
Paris.’'*;' • 

Mr.Msgor said it was time to 
_ “paracki our virtues" as a coun- 
try. "Tfrshow - at home and 
‘ abroad far Britain has 
. come in eomomic progress and 
: in ihejquality of our life and cul- 
ture.* . 





Europe’s 48-hour week 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


If the European Court rules to- 
day that British employees 
should work no more than 48 
hours 3 week and have statutory 
paid holidays, John Major will 
move to revoke these rights af- 
ter the general election. 

“That means they will go 
into the nest election asking 
people to vote for a holiday-free 
Britain," a senior Labour source 
told The Independent last m'ghL 

Under the terms of the 
Working Time Directive, all 
workers would have automatic 
entitlement to three weeks’ an- 
nual paid holiday. Labour esti- 
mates that nearly 25 million 
British employees- 12 per cent 
of the workforce - get no paid 
holiday leave. 

"Britain is the only country 


in the European Union where 
employees have no legal right 
to paid holiday." a Labour 
spokesman said. - 

The Government has decid- 
ed to implement the directive 
almost immediately and then, if 
re-elected next year, will try to 
change the governing Euro- 
pean Tfeaty, . 

In a speech to the Lord May- 
ors banquet, at the Guildhall, 
the Prime Minister last night re- 
peated that the Government 
would threaten to veto any fur- 
ther European Treaty unless it 
included guaranteed cover 
for a British opt-out from em- 
ployment legislation like the 
directive 

A government source said lat- 
er that Mr Major did not want 
the Working Time Directive to 
apply to Britain: any treaty 
change would have to be ret- 


rospective and allow British 
exemption from the provisions 
of the directive. 

This means that if the Euro- 
pean Court upholds the dtrec- 

- tive today, as expected, mini- 
sters will implement it as soon 
as possible. Mr Major will then 
seek its revocation in a new 
treaty that is due to be con- 
cluded in Amsterdam next June 

- if he is re-elected in an ex- 
pected May election. 

In his Guildhall speech, the 
Rime Minister said the Gov- 
ernment would continue to re- 
sist proposals that would 
damage British competitive- 
ness, costing the conn try mar- 
kets and losing jobs. 

“That is why the Working 
Time Directive, on which a 
European Court judgment is ex- 
pected tomorrow, represents 
an important point of principle. 


“We are in favour of good 
working conditions in this coun- 
try. They are very important, 

. “But the basic employee pro- 
tections are long-established 
in common law. There's no 
case for extra prescriptive leg- 
islation from Europe - im- 
posed by qualified majority 
voting against British objec- 
tions -on matters that are now 
best resolved between employ- 
er and employee. 

“That is why, if the court rules 
against us, we will require 
changes in European law to re- 
inforce Britain's protection 
from such legislation. Our part- 
ners know that. And they know 
that we shall insist upon these 
changes before they can con- 
dude any new agreements at the 
Inter-Governmental Confer- 
ence next year." 

48-boor week and yon. page 4 
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Media Cofrpsporident . .. 

Is if more acceptable to stow a 
woman in-a brassiere on an ad- 
vertising hoarding than a roan 
in underpants? r’V . . 

An lsgteewsar company, is 
grappling^ with tto aj>£arap 
sexism atibe heart of this ques- 
tioa‘iftc£ being wariiM off 
running . poster campaign 
showing* mate. model wearing 
undenMdtar.f 

- Their proposed slogans of 
“The Lean King" and >Rill 
Metal Packet* arc thought too 
cheeky, so ta^peak. But are they 

nKKc’so than the Wohderbra 
advert which shot Eya Herrigo- 
vu's deavage to fame under the' 
legend “HeBo Boys"? .. , 



Stdng tiwT up: Deep cleavage is OK, but a smaller model is ordered for the underpants 




Monkeys, said that the Com- 
mittee of Advertising Practice 
(CAP), an. advisory arm of the 
Advertising Standard* Author- 
ity (ASA). (old Km he should usi 


a “smaller" mtxtel if he wanted* vcitisement were not given the 
h& poster campaign to nm, dfi- same advice. “Redouble smn- 


dards. If it was female underwear 
itwoukfartbe a problem.’* he said 


spite its : appearance without 
makers of the Wbndeibra ad- old men at the ASA whothmk tous. 


it’s fine to have a sr:r» looking 
female for men to look at, but 
you couldn’t trust ladies on the 
high street with a picture of a 






man. Ids ridicu- 


/ 


Mr Higgs said members of 
CAP told him that an adver- 
tisement for Club 18-30, which 
featured a man’s crotch over the 
slogan “Girls. Can we interest 
you in a package holiday?" had 
also had to be withdrawn. “I 
said, we’re doing men’s under- 
wear. What do they want us to 
. do? We can hardly put the un- 
derpants on his head." 

A spokesman for the com- 
mittee explained breasts were 
considered more acceptable 
than groins. “People will ap- 
preciate there’s a difference 
between focusing on the groin 
area and the chest area in ad- 
vertising," he said. But Susie Or- 
bach, the best-selling feminist 
writer, said theASAs distinction 
was bizarre. “We rake it so 
much for granted that we can 
display and sell women’s bod- 
ies that we don’t even pause for 
thought. It takes trying to sell 
men through their bodies to 
make us pay attention." 


Whitehall 
bids to run 
all schools 


Fran Abrams 

Education Correspondent 

Ministers are considering plans 
which would effectively na- 
tionalise education by taking 
school spending away from lo- 
cal authorities. 

The plans, put to ministers fcy 
a powerful government funding 
quango., would mean one of the 
biggest steps towards centrali- 
sation since the war. 

The call from the Funding 
Agency for Schools, the body set 
up to finance and plan opting- 
ouL has been backed by head 
teachers’ and grant-maintained 
schools’ organisations. 

It has caused outrage 
among local authorities, which 
say it could mean the end of 
local democracy, and has also 
been criticised by the influ- 
ential National Commission 
on Education. 

Ministers are unlikely to ad 
before the genera] election to 
remove local authorities" pow- 
ers, but many Conservatives 
would like to see a manifesto 
pledge on-thesubject. . 

Some of them want the Gov- 
ernment to pay the same 
amount for all pupils, regardless 
of where they live. 

The funding agency has set 
out its proposals in response to 
government plans for a new na- 
tional financing scheme for 
grant-maintained schools. 

A spokesman for the agency, 
which has a big role in imple- 
menting educational reform 
such as increased selection and 
extra powers for grant-main- 
tained schools, said some 
schools were much richer than 
others under the current system. 

“Local authorities don’t de- 
cide on the content of the cur- 


QUICKLY 


Willetts denial 

Minister David Willetts denied 
that he attempted to smother 
an investigation by a parlia- 
mentary committee into alle- 
gations that MPs accepted 
cash-for-questions. Page 2 

Zaire deadline 

The population of Kinshasa, the 
Zairean capital, is bracing itself 
for violent demonstrations to- 
day, the deadline set by students 
and their political masters for 
Prime Minister Kengo wa Don- 
do's resignation. Page 10 
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riculum or teachers' pay or 
standards. This is a logical ex- 
tension of a pattern that has de- 
veloped in recent years," he 
said. 

However. local authorities 
are horrified by the idea that 
they could lose control of school 
funding and believe that such a 
move would be tantamount to 
abolition. They would be left to 
administer a few closely regu- 
lated areas such as school trans- 
port and special educational 



Henry- Vlll: Schooled in the 
arts of centralised control 

needs, buf would have very lit- 
tle real power. Graham Lane, 
the chairman of the Association 
of Metropolitan Authorities' 
education committee, described 
the mow as “government by 
quango” 

“This would destroy local 
government, and it would also 
destroy education for thou- 
sands df young people. I don't 
want a quango appointed by the 
Government running around in- 
terfering with locally elected 
bodies,” he said. The’ proposal 
drew criticism from a number 
of quarters last night. 


Don Foster, the Liberal De- 
mocrats' education spokesman, 
compared the powers the Gov- 
ernment would lake on to ab- 
solute monarchy. “It’s a Henry 
the Eighth move." he said. 

Labour's spokesman on ed- 
ucation was more cautious, 
though. David Blunketl said he 
was not in favour of a national 
funding formula but objected 
mainly on the grounds that 
schools could lose money and 
class sizes could rise. At present, 
councils spend almost £7Q0m 
more on education than the 
Government says they should. 

Labour has not decided ex- 
actly how far it will go in setting 
out national rules on school 
funding. 

“It is very difficult for an 
agency based in York to make 
financial decisions which are 
sensitive to the needs of schools 
from Devon to Liverpool and 
from Norfolk to Carlisle." Mr 
Blunkett said. 

Lord Wilton of Detchant, 
chairman of the National Com- 
mission on Education, said it be- 
lieved in local decision- malting. 
“At first sight I would feel un- 
comfortable about the total re- 
moval of all schools from any 
local authority democratic con- 
trol," he said. 

A spokesman for the De- 
partment of Education and 
Employment said a number of 
organisations wanted local au- 
thorities' spending powers to be 
removed. Ministers were look- 
ing at their suggestions and at 
those on payment by results, he 
said. “We will look at it in the 
light of what people are saying 
and in the course of time min- 
isters will decide what they 
want to do," he said. 

I read ing article, page 13 
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TO ACQUIRE 
A TASTE 
FOR OYSTERS 



ROLEX 

of Genoa 

The seamless Oyster shell of a Rolcx chronometer 
is hewn from a single block of stainless steel. 
18ct. gold or platinum. Within it lies a self-winding 
movement that has taken over a year to create. 
With prices starting at £1,400.* the Oyster you 
always promised yourself is available from the 
Harrods Watch Department on the Ground Floor. 
Not. we might add, from the Food Hall. 
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Short, sharp sound-bite snaps at Britannia 
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It is a useful convention that 
wieii the Government has a bie 
piece of legislation planned, it 
issues something called a While 
Paper, setting out what it in- 
tends to do. By reverse logic you 
would have ihought that when 
it hasn’t, it doesn't. 

So when the clever Scots 
lawyer, Malcom Rifkind - Her 
Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for Foreign and Common- 
wealth Affaire - rose in the 
House of Commons to make a 
statement about bis new- While 
Paper, entitled “Free Trade 
And Foreign Policy - A Glob- 
al Vision", wild horses would 
not have dragged me away 
from a Chamber in which His- 
tory was about to be made. For 
when the wools “Global Vision ” 
are on the front of a “White 



DAVID 

A AR0N0V1TCH 


Paper", the link has surely been 
made between great thoughts 
and great deeds -deeds against 
which the Labours of Hercules 
would seem puny and insignif- 
icant. And they said this gov- 
ernment had run out of steam! 

Here is what Mr Rifkind 
said. 1 have tillered uut the 
cliches and unnecessa ry pieces 
of political persiflage, leaving 
the distilled essence and most 


determinative passages from 
his statement. 

‘‘Madam Speaker. The Gov- 
ernment's objectives are wide- 
ranging [including] progress in 
implementing existing com- 
mitments, completing ongoing 
negotiations and initiating a 
further substantial liberalising 
work programme, and then a fi- 
nal poosh [Rifkindian for 
“push"] forward to achieve the 
target of global free trade by 
2020. The Government is clear 
that frcc-markct policies are 
best. Political developments 
over the last decade have cre- 
ated new opportunities. 
Throughout the world security 
and stability are an essential pre- 
requisite for markets to function 
smoothly. Britain is an Atlantic 
as well as a European nation. 


We are determined to open up 
new opportunities. The Gov- 
ernment has the vision to set this 
bold policy objective. It is our 
2020 vision of the world." 

Having unleashed this torrent 
of fresh, exciting new ideas on 
the House, Mr Rifkin d could be 
forgiven for getting all shirty 
when his opposite number. 
Robin Cook, suggested that 
the White Paper wasn't worth 
the paper it was printed on. ‘‘A 
farrago of nonsense*’, was how 
Mr Rifkind described Cookie’s 
intervention, and one which 
indicated the “difference be- 
tween sound-bite and strategy’'. 
The difference being (as far as 
I can see), that one is short and 
meaningless, and the other is in- 
terminable and meaningless. 

Earlier Deputy Prime Min- 


ster’s questions had brought to- 
gether three of the most em- 
blematic men in the 


Government- Captain Charis- 
ma. Hezza himself, facing trou- 
ble over charges of wanting to 
suborn the dvfl service; Planet- 

brain David Willetts, Paymaster- 
General, was due up before 
some investigation, accused of 
committee tampering whilst a 
whip; and Roger Freeman, who 
-with his slick ed-back hair, pin- 
stripe suit, utterly bland ap- 
pearance and way with 
platitudes - is a police artist’s 
impression of a politician. 

Heselline's outraged inno- 
cence was masterful. Having 
initiated the idea of rivO servants 
undertaking work on behalf of 
the Conservative Party, it was he, 
himself, who (with a little 


assistance from Sir Robin But- 
ler) had stopped hi Willetts 
blushed and fombled through his 
answers, his mind (engagingly) 
elsewhere. Mr Freeman sipped 
and slid between his questioners, 
with an aplomb that would have 
done credit to a figure skater. 

U was, however, Labour’s 
Tbny Banks (who increasingly 
resembles the ex-dancer and 
celebrity Lionel Blair both phys- 
ically and in terms of his act) 
who summed up the mood. 
“There are 12 nnexploded 
bombs in my constituency. 
[“Hear, hear roared his col- 
league Paul Flynn, for no rea- 
son that I could discern,] And 
it's most unpleasant to think that 
you might be living over one of 
them." Amen, said Messrs Hea- 
dline and Willetts. 


In shops, stations, airports and schools, a busy world stopped turning 



AH quiet: The war memorial at tckleton, Cambridgeshire, yesterday at Ham Photograph: Brian Harris Those observing the silence around the country included, clockwise, a 
soldier in Belfast, Newcastle station, at Cadbury's plant in Birmingham and Marks and Spencers store at Marbfe Arch, central London Photographs: Newsteam/Psce maker 

Records show grim toils of war 


Jojo Moyes and 
Jessica Gawhick 


Arthur Cockcrill stands out 
from his 13 fellow soldiers in the 
sepia-tinted photograph of the 
Royal Engineers. “His plump 
cheeks make him look curi ut-.lv 
young next to his comrades: and 
he Ls the only one with an unlit 
cigarette in his mouth. 

"\Vtf\e only just realised." 


said his son, also .Arthur, yes- 
terday. “Look at his baby face, 
it locks like a bit of bravado. It 
may well have been: Arthur, se- 
nior, was only 17 at the time - 
two years younger than he 
states in careful joined-up writ- 
ing on his enlisting papers." 

"Arthur Cocke rill's records, 
sonic of which have been dam- 
aged by fire during the Blitz, are 
among those just released hy the 


Public Records Office for 
Armistice Day yesterday. 

His two sons, Arthur and 
John, were at the office yester- 
day, looking for clues to the 
wartime experiences of some- 
one who. in his own lifetime, 
had preferred to say litUe. 

What they found was that 
Arthur Cockcrill. of Robin 
Hood s Bay in Yorkshire, en- 
listed at the beginning of the 
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ARE YOU SUBSIDISING 
DISHONEST CLAIMANTS? 


Some people disguise the 
fact they’ve made lots 
of insurance claims by 


premiums. But at General 
Accident Direct we can 
trace their insurance 


General Accident 
changing their insurance Direct histories. So we don’t 


company. That way they 
avoid paying higher 
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First World War, giving his 
false date of birth as 1895. His 
medical records show he was 
hospitalised three times, but 
gave no reason. This was be- 
cause he had been repeatedly 
gassed with Phosgene, some- 
thing unknown to his sons. 

“Although he was gassed 
three limes, you can sec his 
medical condition was written 
as Al," said Arthur junior yes- 
terday. That was not how his 
sons remembered him. 

“Wc'II always remember him 
as rather unwell. He was very 
ilL especially in later life. He had 
very little lung function. When 
he died it was the result of an 
operation for which he couldn't 
have an anaesthetic." said John. 

Their father was transferred 
to the reserv es in 1919 and giv- 
en a 25 per cent pension. In 
1923 that was reduced In 20 per 
cent. “He was a man of great 
spirit, but by the lime he was 55 
he could no longer work." 
Arthur junior said. He was 
given a full pension in 1953. 


CockcriiPs tale is just one of 
thousands which have come to 
light with the release of 33,000 
boxes of documents yesterday 
detailing the records of men 
who served in the British Army 
between 1914 and 1920. 

Also among them was the 
war poet Ivor Gucrney. Al- 
though he is commemorated at 
Westminster Abbey's Poet’s 
Comer, records show he met his 
death in a far jess celebrated 
manner, dying in a mental in- 
stitution in 1937. 

In April, 1917. Guerney had 
been wounded, but not enough, 
as he wrote to Marion Scott, to 
be sent home. “Well, I am 
wounded: but not badly: per- 
haps not badly enough: as al- 
though kind people told me it 
meant Blighty for me, yet here 
1 am at Rouen marked ‘tense’ 
... It was during an attack on 
Good Friday night that a bullet 
hit me and went dean through 
the right arm, just underneath 
the shoulder .. . it hurt badly for 
half an hour, but now hurts not 


at all." Guerney was gassed at 
Passchendaele seven months 
later and suffered a mental 
collapse in 1918. During the 
nextiburyeais he tried to settle 
into various jobs, including 
cinema pianist, clerk and 
farmworker, while often 
sleeping rough. He wrote much 
of his poetry during this time, 
before being committed in 
1922. 

Guerney 's and Arthur Cock- 
eriil's records are on temporary 
display at the Records Office, 
along with those of the war artist 
Sir Stanley Spencer and the ac- 
tor Ronald Coleman to com- 
memorate the records’ release. 

Arthur CockerilL junior, who 
donated the early photographs 
of his father, said yesterday 
that despite his father’s unwill- 
ingness to talk about the war, 
he would have “had a chuckle" 
to sec himself commemorated 
and his records on public dis- 
play. “Especially being on the 
wall next to Ronald Coleman," 
he added. 


‘Sadist in Nazi garb 
killed men for fun’ 


Jonathan Foster 


A sadistic and predatory ho- 
mosexual became a serial killer 
for fun, stabbing four men in 
murders which left him feeling 
"al peace", a court was told yes- 
terday. 

Peter Moore's wardrobe had 
strong Nazi influences. Alex 
Ca rifle, QC. for the prosecution, 
said at Mold Crown Court in 
north Wales. He liked to wear 
black leather when lurking at 
the meeting places of homo- 
sexuals. “The man in black - 
black thoughts and the blackest 
of deeds." Mr Cariile said. 

Moore. 50. of Kinme! Buy. 
Flintshire, admitted during pro- 
tracted police questioning to 
mare than 17 attacks over 2<i 
years, none of them homicidal. 

But in May 1994. his moth- 
er died, an event which may 
have triggered “’an extremely 
ugly change in character". Mr 
Cariile said. 

Moore, owner of four small 
cinemas . denies four charges of 
murder. The killings wen: car- 
ried out during three months be- 
ginning in September last year. 

Mr Cariile said Moore had 


met the victims by chance. He 
expected to be caught after 
ending his killing spree with the 
murder of his bank manager. 

His first victim. Henry 
Roberts. 56. coincidentally 
shared with his killer an en- 
thusiasm for Nazi parapherna- 
lia. Mr Roberts tried to protest 
he was not Jewish as Moore 
launched 27 hlows with a com- 
bat knife he had bought a few 
days earlier for £25. The body 
was left in the yard outside 
Mr Roberts’ isolated home near 
Valiev. Anglesey. 

A month later, Keith Ran- 
dles. 49. a security manager, 
opened the door of his caravan 
late at night on a construction 
sile near Mona, Anglesey, to be 
attacked hy Moore, who 
stabbed him 12 times. Moore 
later told police that when Mr 
Randles asked why he was be- 
ing attacked, he was told it was 
for fun. "He looked non- 
plussed," Moore allegedly had 
said. 

in December, Tbny Davies, 
35. drove to Fcnsarn Beach 
near Colwyn Bay, a meeting 
place near his home for homo- 
sexual men. Moore told detec- 


i, 


lives that he bad been cruising 
the area when he saw Mr 
Davies expose himself. 

Mr Cariile said Moore killed 
him with six stabs Blood found 
on the beach was matched by 
DNA profile to Moore. The 
wound had been caused as Mr 
Davies fought for his life. 

When police searched 
Moore’s home, where he lived 
alone, they found property be- 
longing to his victims in the 
house and in a garden pond. A 
knife bearing traces of the 
blood of a number of men was 
found in a bag belonging to 
Moore. It was similar to the 
blade scientific evidence would 
claim was used on the four men. 

Moore’s other victim was 
killed between October and 
December 1995. Edward 
Carthy, 28. from Birkenhead, 
was a drug addict and drunk 
whom Moore met in a homo- 
sexual bar in Liverpool, Mr 
Cariile said. The pair drove to 
North Wales, Mr Carthy drunk 
but trying to escape from 
Moore’s van. He was stabbed to 
death and buried in dense for- 
est near Ruthin. 

Tie trial continues. 
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Row deepens 
over genetic 
engineering 

Bri tis h consumer groups and 
supermarkets added their 
voices to a growing European 
row aver the lads of 
identification of American 
genetically-modified soya 
beans, which, will soon be 
incorporated into hundreds' 
of foods, such as bread, 
margarine and chocolate. 

The Consumers* 
Association called on the 
Government to take action to 
force food producers to label 
foodstuffs which could 
epnfam the altered soya 
beans. The first shipments — 
mixed irretrievably with 
norma] soya beans - arrived 
by ship from the US in 
Germany and Holland last 
week. 

Meanwhile, Samsbuxy’s 
and Asda said they were 
working with suppliers to 
provide alternative sources of 
unmodified soya beans and 
provide full information to 
customers. The frozen food 
rfiflin, Iceland, said in a letter 
to Greenpeace that it felt 
that Monsanto, which 
developed the “Roundup 
Ready" bean to be resistant 
to one of its herbicides, had 
been “irresponsible’’ in 
letting the beans into the 
marketplace. Charles Arthur 

Minister quits 
to steer Bill 

A Toiy MP last nigh t said he 
had resigned as a minis terial 
aide at the Home Office, in 
order to introduce a Private 
Member's Bill to tackle 
underage drinking in the 
street u will, however, cany 
guidance to stop the police 
raiding picnics. 

Robert Spink, the MP for 
Castle Point in Essex, said he 
was forced by parliamentary 
convention to give up his role 
as a parliamentary private 
secretary to take up the 
measure, which was drafted 
by the Home Office. 

Police will be able to 
confiscate alcohol from 
people under 18, and tackle 
underage d rinking in the 
street. Anyone refusing to 
obey police could be guilty of 
an offence carrying a fine of 
£500. Cohn Brown 


Museum plan 
for textiles 

A Tahitian mourner’s 
costume made of barkcloth 
and pearl shell presented to 
Captain Cook is among 
hidden treasures likely to go 
on display in a world textile 
centre to be created within 
the British Museum’s 
proposed £20m study centre. 

Tne costume is one of 
18,000 examples of textiles 
dispersed throughout the 
museum’s many departments, 
which will be brought 
together in the centre - the 
former Royal Mail West 
Central Sorting Office in 
New Oxford Street. 

Aided by £8.1m from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, It will 
also house the museum’s 
archaeological material and 
collections of the 
Department of Ethnography. 
Stephen Goodwin 


Heaney on 
prize shortlist 

Seamus Heaney and Adrian 
Mitchell are among 10 poets 
on the shortlist for the £5,000 
T S Eliot prize, announced 
yesterday. Judges Andrew 
Motion, Helen Dunmore and 
Ruth Padel picked the list of 
the 10 best collections of the 
year, and will also choose the 
eventual winner, to be 
announced on 13 January. 

Eliot’s widow, Valerie, has 
donated the £5,000 prize. 

The full shortlist is Ciaran 
Carson for Opera Et Cetera, 
Maura Dooley for Kissing A 
Bone, John Fuller for Stones 
and Fires, Seamus Heaney for 
The Spirit Level, Stephen 
Knight for Dream City 
Cinema , Adrian Mitchell for 
Blue Coffee, Les Murray for 
Subhuman Redneck Poems, 
Alice Oswald for The Hung 
In The Gap-Stone Stile. 
iristopher Reid for 
ponded Universes and 
Susan Wicks for The Clever 
Daughter. 


Lange to star 
in West End 
‘Desire’ 

Hollywood star Jessica Lange 
will make her West End ' 
debut as Blanche Du Bo is in 
Tennessee W illiams ’s classic 
play A Streetcar Named 
Desire , it was confirmed 
yesterday. In the role that 
Vivien Leigh made her own 
in the classic 1951 film, 46- 
year-old Lange will act 
opposite Tbby Stephens, son 
of Maggie Smith and tbe late 
Sir Robert Stephens, as 
Stanley Kowalski. 

Lange made her Broadway 
debut with the play in 1992, 
co-starring with Alec 
Baldwin, and it was later 
made into a film. Since then 
she has received a Best 
Actress Oscar for her part in 
the film Blue Sky last year. 

The new production is 
directed by Sir Peter HalL 
Previews run from 18 
December for an open-ended 
season at the Theatre Royal 
in the Haymarket. 

Killer wins 
legal aid fight 

A double killer has been 
granted legal aid in his bid to 
become the first prisoner to 
have a sex change operation. 

Doug Whkefield, 49, 
serving life at Frankland Jail, 
Durham, wants to sue the 
Prison Service for the right to 
have surgery on tbe NHS. 
Wakefield, who answers only 
ro the name Dee, was 
convicted at Leeds Crown 
Court 22 years ago of 
murdering his unde with a 
garden fork and then burying 
the body in a garden. 

He later received a 
manslaughter conviction 
after killing a fellow prisoner 
at Parkhurst Prison on the 
Isle of Wight. Regarded as 
one of the most violent men 
behind bars, he twice took 
prison officers hostage, trying 
to kill one of them. 

Britons face 
drug charges 

Two Britons have been 
charged with attempting to 
snuggle more than 201bs of 
cocaine out of Venezuela.' 
James Miles, 18, and Paul 
Loseby, 20, will probably go 
on trial within eight months. 
The two have not been sent 
to the notorious La Planta 
Prison, where guards recently 
killed 30 prisoners who rioted 
over their conditions. 

Instead, they are being held 
in police cells in the capital, 
Caracas. 

Tbe Venezuelan 
ambassador to the UK said 
they were arrested a week 
ago after a tip from Interpol 
that two “mules" would try to 
smuggle cocaine strapped to 
their bodies. 

Postal vote on 
£20m Said gift 

Dons at Oxford University 
are to have a postal vote on 
plans for a £40m business 
school, partly funded by the 
Middle Eastern businessman, 
Wafic Said. 

Around 3,200 academics 
will decide whether the new 
school, backed by a 
£20miHion donation from 
Said, should be built on a 
university sports ground in 
the centre of the city. Last 
week, the university's 
parliament voted by 259 to 
214 not to release the 
site. Fran Abrams 

Women risk 
bad hair days 

Women who make it to the 
boardroom may have to face 
an unforeseen battle - 
keeping their hair on. Hair 
loss is as serious a problem 
for women as it is for men 
because of the lifestyle and 
stresses brought about by 
equal opportunities, 
according to a report in the 
magazine, Hair International. 

Jonathan Capes, editor of 
Hair International, said: “A 
new generation of high- 
powered women are prime 
targets for the increased 
stress levels and poor diet 
which tend to go hand-in- 
hand with business 
responsibility.” 
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Determined to succeed: Sir Cameron Mackintosh (rl^hrt* at a production of ‘Cats’) is hoping to turn round ‘Martin Guerre' (left) despite the critics' attacks 


Photographs: R*V 
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Can theatre’s man with the 
Midas touch restore his shine? 


David Lister 

Arts News .Editor , • 

Tfieairt watdbets pn.bpttj sides of the 
Adan&wcfcwaiiibg lad. xpght to see 

onlbepubl^jfHilseor printed 
other miracle- .. • . • i;\ •• • ' 

l&r CanKron Mackmh^s i4Ri " 
musical ofManmCkterre, atosaMw. 
whb “returns^ tp hifi village after ' 
years away and rfc^encouHters his 
wife, itself returned. after a short 
break^witha £500,000 facelift-.. . 

Critics arrived at the Prince Ed : . 
ward Theatre to rwneview the show 
they attackedin July as being at times 
incomprehensible and lacking a 
memorablescoreJ 
Theywooldnot nonntdly re-review 
a show that has been revised during 
its run. But a Camtron Mackintosh 


show is not normal in any sense of 
-thewrord. \ * 

The 50-year-oJd impressano has 
been prpdiKaiig in the \\taa Bod ance 
the age of 20 but since 1981 and his 
hit Cats, anew Cameron. Mackintosh 
production has been h theatrical 
event , and its success or failure a 
b&jometer for the state of the mu- 
the West End, and, notwhol- 
^ Sippamtly, Britain’s balance of 
•payhiefitk. ■ 

So farfdartir^Guerre has not cut 
the.mustardL.Xt has been averaging 
60 per cent houses. Fbrthe produc- 
er of Les Misembles, Miss Saigon and 
. The Phantom Of the Opera that is a 
dap in the face, ft is above break-even 
point (that is £140,000 a week on a 


£280,000 capacity take) bnt only 
just. And oniy jnst isnol enough for 
investors in a West End show. Some 
weeks it has even dipped below 


break-even and with advance book- 
mgs beginning to slide its health was 
lookup precarious. 

Besides, the financial side of [his 
stray is only a a part of it There is 
also Sir Cameron’s own psyche to 
take into account The man whose 
first job was sweeping the stage on 
the first production of Lionel Bait’s 
Oliver has come to represent West 
End theatre. 

He even has a revival of Oliver at 
the London Palladium and gener- 
ously gives Bart a percentage of the 
takings. He owns two West End the- 
atres, the Prince Edward and the 
Prince of Wales, and is keen to ac- 
quire more. He is self effacing, pop- 
ular and generous, but he is no longer 
used to failure. 

Last night Sir Cameron himself ar- 
rived at the Prince Edward Theatre 
armed with statistics. 


lb anyone who asks him if his £4m 
musical can be saved, even with the 
substantial remite and re-direction 
that last nigbfSTelaunch-showed, Sir 
Cameron can' produce three pages 
of research about great musicals that 
needed time to settle. 

- Oklahoma, he will tell you. was 
considered a disaster and its premiere 
was dismissed with one classic quote 
“No Gals, No Gags, No Chance”. 
West Side Story, PorgyAnd Bess and 
Carousel also suffered early revers- 
es. Even his own Les Miserables was 
“considerably modified” after a 
shaky start. 

If this sounds like the reaction of 
a worried man, or a man eager to jus- 
tify his decision to relaunch a much 
criticised show and save a £3m in- 
vestment, it could be because 
Britain's most successful theatrical 
producer, the multimillionaire with 


the Midas touch, has been having a 
rocky time. ... 

A year that started with a 
knightood has recently turned sour 
with Martin Guerre, After initial re- 
views found the show incompre- 
hensible and lacking a memorable 
score it played to barely adequate 
houses. Advances plummeted after 
unfavourable and sometimes inac- 
curate press coverage from £25,000 
a day to £10,000 a day. 

He has now ploughed a further 
£500,000 into revamping Martin 
Guerre, changing, he claims, up to 60 
per cent of the show in the process. 

A trip across the Atlantic last 
month offered little solace. Looking 
in on the Broadway production of Les 
Miserables Sir Cameron found it 
looking stale with 19-year-old stu- 
dents being played by actors well into 
their 40s. He decided to sack a size- 


able number of the cast and found 
himself in conflict, not for the first 
time, with American Equity. 

Part of the problem is Sir 
Cameron's perfectionism. He likes 
to see his blockbuster shows kept 
fresh with regular cast renewals 
even when they are displaying house- 
ful! notices. Part, of the problem is 
his self belief. After after years of 
massive success he agrees that it is 
“psychologically difficult to accept 
that a show may have failed". It is this 
same bullish self belief tbal allows 
him to claim thaL while sacking cast 
members of Les Misdmbles he is their 
champion in the fight for better con- 
tracts on Broadway. 

And so last night saw a second first 
night, a second wave of high profile 
pre show publicity, a second stylish 
after show party and the same set of 
critics writing a second set of reviews. 
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Butter imports spread new 
discord with New Zealand 


David Barber in 

Wellington, New Zealand 

Charlie Ban 

Relations have soured between 
Britain and New Zealand amid 
allegations of a Europe-wide 
campaign to protea home pro- 
ducers against batter imports. 

The row centres on the im- 
port of spreadable butter, which 
is malleable straight from the 
fridge and has quickly become 
a popular alternative to blocks 
or spread hard enough to bend 
knives and tear bread. Anchor 
is at present the only company 
selling the product in the UK 
and has enjoyed booming sales 
asaresulL 

This success was soured last 
week when .-several New 
Zealand Dairy Board executives 
in Britain were technically "ar- 
rested” byUK Customs and Ex- . 
. else officers who claimed that 
technicall y the product was not 
butter as defined by the EU.- Al- 
though therawmateriak acre the 
same, the manufacturing pro 1 
cess for the new product is 
differenL 

Sir Dryden Spring, chairman 
of the . New Zealand Dairy 
Board, reacted angrily to the 
claim, saying British Cnstoms 
was frying to block imports 
of spreadable butter from 
New Zealand by alleging it did 
not qualify for entry under the 
EU quota for reduced import 

Under international trade 

rules, New Zealand has been al- 
lowed to export nearly 77,000 
tonnes of butter a year to the 
EU. The Board saw last week's 
move as part of a bid to erect 
trade barriers and protect Eu- 
ropean dairy farmers. Sir Dry- 
den said h was another example 
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A regulations mean Anchor spreadable 

butter is ineligible for a concession on import tariff 


of the dairy trade being “sub- 
ject to interference, control 
and distortion by foreign gov- 
ernments*. He likened trading 
with the EU to peeling “the 
layers of an onion - there is 
always another restriction 
underneath.” 

Neville Martin, a spokesman 
for the New Zealand Dairy 


Board added: “Under the 
British investigation, officials are 
looking at everything they can 
get their hands on in relation to 
New Zealand butter. Some of 
it smacks strongly of attempts 
to slap non-tariff trade barriers 
on New Zealand." 

The board refused to say 
how many of its officials were 


being questioned by British 
customs. 

UK Customs and Excise 
were equally cage}'. Although 
officials spent yesterday morn- 
ing deep in discussion on the 
subject, they later refused to give 
details, saying that they didn't 
comment on individual cases. 

However, they did confirm 
that they had received a written 
ruling from the European Com- 
mission four mouths ago saying 
that spreadable butter from 
New Zealand did not meet the 
qualifying conditions to bene- 
fit from the reduced 
import duty. 

The ruling said the reason for 
this apparently was because it 
is not “directly manufactured 
from milk and cream" a spokes- 
woman said yesterday. 

The move could spell disas- 
ter for Anchor, which has seen 
sales rise sharply by 33 per 
cent, year on year, since the new 
butter was launched in Britain 
in 1993. The firm sold 5.000 
tonnes of spreadable butter 
last year. 

if the British move succeeds, 
spreadable butter would be 
subject to a punitive rate of duty 
which would remove it from 
British shops. The New Zealand 
government has taken up the is- 
sue with the European Com- 
mission in Brussels. 

The British inquiry follows 
the seizure of a shipment or 
New Zealand Anchor butter by 
Dutch Customs in September 
last year. The Dutcb claimed 
tests showed the butter con- 
tained too much fat to qualify 
for entry under New Zealand's 
EU quota and imposed an ex- 
tra duty of NZJ1.8m. New 
Zealand has lodged an appeal 
and the case is continuing. 
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Miss Saigon: Everything that 
Martin Guerre should have been. 
This production is both gripping, 
visually striking with helicopter ef 
al, and its climax (even for those 
who have seen it before in 
Madam Butterfly ) is so poignant 
one can hear the sniffles all round 
the theatre. The Martin Guerre 
composers Boublil and Schonberg 
give Miss Saigon a score both 
stirring and tender. 

Sunset Boulevard : Sir Andrew 
Lloyd Webber's most recent cre- 
ation was revamped a la Martin 
Guerre and is all the stronger for 
it. At least three showstoppers in 
a compelling and ultimately quite 
moving production, even if the 
current Norma Desmond, Petula 
Clark, is not the most obvious nor 
the most convincing choice. 

Guys And Dolls: When Richard 
Eyre's production first appeared 
in 1980 theatregoers slept 
outside the National to buy 
tickets for the first time since 
Laurence Olivier's Othello. Next 
month's revival is a welcome re- 
turn for a show with more humour 
and energy than all the other mu- 
sicals in London put together. 
Imelda Staunton as Miss Adelaide 
should be a comic treat. 

Oliver!: Slightly anodyne direction 
by Sam Mendes in this revival, 
but Lionel Bart's music and the 
incorrigible rhymes in his lyrics 
('Oliver, that was the mite with 
the large appetite’) more than 
stand the test of time. It is a 
tribute to the generosity of pro- 
ducer Cameron Mackintosh that 
he is giving Bart a share of the 
royalties, even though there is no 
contractual obligation to do so. 

The Phantom Of The Opera : 
Another Mackintosh production, 
another Lloyd Webber score; 
both enhanced by direction and 
design which give the story a dis- 
turbing atmosphere. More mem- 
orable than- the longer running 
Cats by the same producer-com- 
poser team, and the only show 
in town for which you really do 
have to book up months ahead. 

Blood Brothers: Not a Mackin- 
tosh or Uoyd Webber in sight, but 
this Willy Russell show engenders 
great affection. A Liverpool sob 
story on a smaller scale than its 
blockbuster neighbours, it has 
proved a genuine family hit and 
could yet outlast its richer and 
more famous musical competitors. 

David Lister 
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Brown under fire over Social Chapter plans 


John Rentoul and 
Michael Harrison 

Gordon Brown, the shadow 
Chancellor, defended Labour’s 
promise to sign the European 
Social Chapter to the CBI con- 
ference yesterday, under hostile 
fire from government ministers. 

Despite advance headlines 
proclaiming that he would not 
give up Britain’s power to block 
some social IegislatioiL he stuck 


to Labour’s existing policy, 
which is to give up blocking 
powers in some areas but not in 
others. 

Mr Brown told the CBI in 
Harrogate that a Labour gov- 
ernment would not accept the 
extension of majority voting to 
matters of social security or re- 
quire companies to appoint 
worker-directors, which would 
lake away Britain's right to 
stop EunKlirccUvcs. 


He said: “We will veto any at- 
tempt to do so." 

But in three other areas cov- 
ered by the Social Chapter, 
Labour has long been prepared 
to consider giving up Bn tain’s 
blocking power. They are: re- 
dundancy, conditions for mi- 
grant workers, and funds for job 
creation. 

Ian Lang, President of the 
Board of Trade, accused Mr 
Brown of trying to perpetrate a 


“disgraceful con-trick". He said 
Mr Brown -like Tony Blair in 
his speech to the CBI last year 
- was trying to give the im- 
pression that Britain could 
choose which aspects of the So- 
cial Chapter it accepted. 

“When Tony Blair suggested 
last year that Labour could 
‘pick and mix’ from the Social 
Chapter, his deception was put 
down to naivety. For Gordon 
Brown to by to pull the same 


deception again this year is 
treating British business with 
contempt," Mr Lang said. 

He was backed by Michael 
Heseltine, the deputy prime 
minister, who pointed out that 
signing up to the Social Chap- 
ter - which Labour has pro- 
mised to do by 1 January 1998 
- would commit Britain to ac- 
cept the outcome of majority 
votes on the existing core head- 
ings of the Chapter. 


“It is not an k la carte menu," 
Mr Heseltine said. 

The Social Chapter, a pro- 
tocol attached to the Maastricht 
Treaty from which the Prime 
Minister negotiated an opt-out 
fir Britain, .provides for majority 
voting on five subjects, includ- 
ing the broadly-defined “work- 
ing conditions”. 

Michael Portillo, Secretary of 
State for Defence, also in Har- 
rogate, described the Chapter 


as “a catalogue of job-destroy- 
ing measures” based on “an out- 
datedtiade union -driven anti- 
manageraent agenda" 

He added; “It is also immoral 


rights and benefits to some 
which can only be provide d^by 

putting others out of work-" _ 
Mr Brown, also gave his 
clearest indication yet that a 
Labour government would set 
its inflation target at or below 


the present 23 per cent level. 
“We will not be satisfied with 
simply talking as touch as the 
Tbries. For, unlike the govern- 
ment, we plan to deliver on our 
inflation target," he said. 

Mr Brown’s aides pointed out 
that the present underlying in- 
flation rate, 29 per cent, is not 
only well above the target for 
the end of this parliament, it is 
also higher than the European 
Union average of 24 per cent 




Dear Tony, Don’t you 
worry about being 
too smarmy. 

Bill had the 
same problem ... 
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Packaging staff: Stephanopoulos, a Clinton adviser 


John Rentoul 

Political Correspondent 


President Clinton's advisers bave al- 
ready drawn up a strategy for Tony 
Blair in the run-up to the election, de- 
signed to deal with the perception that 
the Labour leader is too packaged and 
comes from a privileged background. 

With George Stephanopolous, one 
of the American President's closest 
aides, set to travel to Britain to talk to 
\ Labour's election team, secret mem- 

' os drawn up for Mr Clinton in the 1992 

presidential campaign provide a strik- 
ing insight into American thinking . 

■' . _ Some of the supposed problems 

- faced by Mr Blair before the general 

' election are uncannily similar to those 

- . , . facing Mr Clinton as he prepared to 

take on GeoTge Bush after winning the 

■HBLv:-;.-' Democratic nomination. A report 

| Hp/ called the Manhattan Project listed his 

team's conclusions of research with 
■ small focus groups of floating voters: 

• ' '. “1. Clinton is not real. He is pack- 

aged. 

2 Clinton is privileged, like the 
Kennedys. 

3. Clinton cannot stand up to the 
special interests. 

4. Clinton cannot be the candidate 
of change. 

.-ftS-j 5. Clinton is for himself, not for peo- 

P le - 

6. Clinton's message-ideas are dis- 
7-J counted." 

' -f The findings echo those of Labour's 

private polls, which identified some of 
the reasons older women in particu- 
• Iar were sceptical about Mr Blair. He 

•. , j is thought to be smarmy, too smooth 

ij and even too much like an American 

7 political candidate. His privileged 

background and the rows over his and 
Harriet Harman's choice of school, re- 
inforced perceptions that he “says 
one thing and does another". 

The Manhattan Project document 
Photograph: Steve Liss/Kalz said: “The core problem of the CUn- 


litical* nature.” It reco mm ended^ 
“fundamental rethinking of your cam- 
paign", and concluded: “The campaign 
has to take radical steps to depoUtiase 
Bfll Qinton." In another memo Mandy 
Grunwald, a 1992 Clinton team mem- 
ber who visited Mr Blair at the time 
of his election to the Labour leader- 
ship, argued that “moments of passion, 
personal reflection and humor do 
more for us than any six-second sound- 
bite on the national news". 

Mr Clinton’s advertisements re- 
called the moment aged 15, when he 
stood up to his drunken stepfather, and 
the candidate fought back against sex- 
ual allegations on a television talk show, 
winning cheers from the studio audi- 
ence by accusing the host of being “re- 
sponsible for the cynicism in this 
country, you don't want to talk about 
the real issues". 

On this side of the Atlantic Mr Blair 
departed from the text of his Blackpool 
conference speech last month to recall 
the moment, aged 1 1, when his father 
suffered a stroke that deprived him of 
thepower of speech for three years. 

Tne experience taught him the val- 
ue of the family, he said. “I don't pre- 
tend to you that I had a deprived 
childhood: I didn’t, but I learnt a sense 
of values in my childhood.” 

Although the similarities between 
the Clinton and Blair strategies are 
largely coincidental, the dose contacts 
between the two camps mean that there 
is much common thinking. 

The Clinton memos, revealed in 
Martin Walker’s book. The President 
They Deserve , indude Ms Grunwald’s 
argument that, “in tandem with our 
high-road, serious speech effort, we 
ought to design a parallel trade of pop 
culture national and local media ef- 
forts". This is similar to the approach 
pursued by Aiastair Campbell, Mr 
Blair's press secretary, of selling the 
“real" Mr Blair to the tabloid press and 
popular broadcasters. 



Makeover man: Labour is worried that Blair is seen as privileged 


How the work directive affects you Heseltine accused over 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 

Who will the working directive 
affect? 

Tne direc-.ive is designed to cov- 
er most of the •.‘.•orking popula- 
tion. but it ;s imprecisely 
worded. The most o red i: table 
effect v.-isi be that the hours 
worked by lawyers will increase 
land so will their earnings 1. 

How many people work more 
than 48 hours? 

Around 4 million regularly work 
more than 4S hruri. bur not all 
of them are covered. 

Are we talking about 48 hours 
a week or an annual average? 

The working time limit is meant 
to be averaged aver a four-month 
reference period, but there is pro- 


EU's 48-hour rule to open new era for employers and staff 


vision for it to be extended by 
law or collective agreement to 
either six or 12 months. 

Will it apply to staff in public 
and private sectors? 

Yes. Public- sector workers and 
those who are employed by pri- 
vansed companies, which are 
both considered to be "emana- 
tions of the state", have a bet- 
ter chance of invoking the 
directive from 23 November than 
’worker elsewhere. Manage- 
ments will be under an imme- 
d : ate obligation to comply; 
unions are prepared to take court 
action it their rights are ignored. 

Which industries will be ex- 
cluded? 

Air. rail, road, sea, inland wa- 


terway, lake transport, sea fish- 
ing and maritime industries. 
However, the European Com- 
mission is planning legislation 
to include them eventually. 

Any other exceptions? 

Some employees will not be in- 
cluded even in industries which 
are covered by the directive. Ex- 
empted are employees who de- 
termine their own hours or 
where the amount of time they 
work is not measured or pre- 
determined. Examples given 
are “managing executives or oth- 
er persons with autonomous de- 
cision-making powers"; people 
who work for their families; and 
those who officiate at religious 
ceremonies. Doctors in training 
are also excluded. 


What if someone refuses to 
work more than 48 hours? 
Because the 48 hours is an av- 
erage over a period, no one can 
suddenly down tools after 48 
hours have elapsed. For em- 
ployees to invoke the directive, 
they would have to prove they 
had been made to work more 
than 48 hours over a period of 
lour months and that they were 
not categorised among the ex- 
ceptions. Peter Reid, the expert 
on the subject at the Engineer- 
ing Employers 1 Federation, be- 
lieves a complainant might 
have to wait two or three years 
fora result 

What are the other main pro- 
visions? 

An equally important clause 


gives a guaranteed minimum 
three weeks’ annual leave ris- 
ing to four weeks in 1999. 
Almost 2.5 million employees 
have no paid leave; 4.1 million 
get less than three weeks 
and 5.9 million are entitled to , 
less than four weeks. Other 
provisions are a maximum 
average eight-hour shift in 
24 hours for night workers; a 
rest break after six hours non- 
stop work; Rest periods of 
11 hours daily and 35 hours 
weekly. 

In the end, will it make any 
difference? 

The Government thinks not- be- 
cause there are too many loop- 
holes in the proposed legislation 
- while unions think they will 
be able to negotiate improve- 
ments. 


Tory cheerleaders 


John Rentoul 

Political Correspondent 

Michael Heseltine, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, insisted yes- 
terday that his plan to recruit 
Conservative “cheerleaders” in 
the public services had never 
specified that it should be car- 
ried out by rivil servants. 

John Prescott, deputy Labour 
leader, told Mr Heseltine in the 
Commons that a leaked mem- 
orandum from him to the Prime 
Minister “shows that far from 
being the person who sorted out 
the scan dal of civil servants be- 
ing used for party political pur- 
poses, you were the man who 
had the idea to begin with. You 
were caught red handed trying 


to subvert the impartiality of the 
Civil Service. ” 

Mr Heseltine retorted: “You 
know full well that that is a trav- 
esty of the truth.” 

Giles Radice, Labour chair- 
man of the Commons Pub Ik Ser- 
vice Select Committee, protested 
that the memo “broke the spir- 
iL and the letter of the Civil Ser- 
vice Code”, which requires its 
servants to be politically neutral 
Mr Heseltine replied: “No, it 
certainly did not. It left open the 
question of how ministers 
should address the issue covered 
in the memorandum and with 
Sir Robin Butier [the Cabinet 
Secretary] I agreed it should be 
done through special advisers." 
However, all the leaked corre- 


spondence about the plan was 
between civil servants. 

Mr Prescott demanded clari- 
fication of further apparent at- 
tempts to engage public servants 
in pro-Tory propaganda. A new 
leaked document from Mr Hes- 
eltine’s department said “repre- 
sentatives of the police and 
magistrates" should be involved 
in the initiative. 

Labour also attacked the busi- 
ness tour by the President of the 
Board of Thule, Ian Lang, which, 
according to Margaret Beckett, 
Labour’s trade spokeswoman, 
started yesterday “in one mar- 
ginal seat and heading off for a 
few others, and is being organ- 
ised by civil servants in the DTI 
and paid for by the DTT. 
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on city streets 


Lotdse Jury 


City dwellers: Traditionally shy, faxes may bo losing their fear of humans as they become increasingly common in urban areas 


Wildlife experts expressed 
amazement yesterday at an 
attack fry a fox on a baby in his 
pram in a city suburb. 

Frank Wheeler, head of small 
mammals at London Zoo, and 
Dr David Macdonald, bead of 
Oxford University’s wildlife 
conservation research unit, said 
they were astounded at the 
reported incident. 

The five-month-old baby. 
Phillip Sheppard, needed bos- 

E iiaJ treatment on Friday after 
e was bitten cm the face. 
Alerted by her son's crying, 
Elena Sheppard, 36, ran into the 
conservatory of her home in 
Norbury, south London, to find 
the fox on top of him. 

Mrs Sheppard and her hus- 
band, Marc. 37, a computer con- 
sultant. said there was blood on 
the baby's mouth and teeth 
marks on his lips. He was put 
on a course of antibiotics after 
a check-up at the Mayday 
Hospital in Croydon. 

Mis Sheppard said yesterday: 
"The baby is OK. but it was'a 
shock for him. The fox was 
biting my son’s lips. I saw it with 
my own eyes. I would like 
people not to feed the dozes. 


because they're not scared of 
people any more." 

Dr David Macdonald, of Ox- 
ford University, said the incident 
was ‘‘astounding". Foxes nor- 
mally ran away rather than 
come into contact with people. 



Shocked: Elena Sheppard 
with baby son Phillip 

The availability of food 
determined where foxes lived. 
The “home range" of a fox in 
the suburbs with its resources in- 
cluding dustbins and takeaways 
might be about 40 hectares 
whereas a fox. in upland England 
might roam more than 1,000 


hectares. “A lot of people get 
enormous pleasure from 
putting food out and watching 
foxes,” he added. 

Mr Wheeler at London Zoo 
said: “For a fen to attack a child 
in a house is something I've nev- 
er heard of. They're naturally 
one of the shyest animals. They 
are not dangerous. Thev have 
a very weakbite. Bui there's a 
definite trend for them to lose 
their fear of people because 
they're not being hunted." 

He said other countryside 
animals were also appearing in 
towns, such as rabbits. Rats and 
mice, now common, were rur- 
al inhabitants in the past. 

Professor Stephen Harris nf 
Bristol University has estimat- 
ed there are about 420.1100 
adult foxes in Britain with 
425,000 cubs bom every year. 

A spokeswoman lor the 
Sheppards' local authority, the 
London Borough of Croydon, 
said they had adopted the' Lon- 
don Wildlife Trust's fas axle to 
enable residents and foxes to 
live alongside each other. 

They issued advice to resi- 
dents on how to deter faxes if 
they warned 1 to and if necessary 
their pest control people eoulil 
try to catch nuisance animals. 
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Governors at Cheltenham Col- 
lege, whose dismissal of the 
school’s head is being fought by 
parents, have agreed to an 
independent inquiry into the 
sacking. 

The inquiry, to be carried out 
by Tbfty Higgins, chief executive 
of the Cheltenham-based Uni- 
versities and Colleges Admis- 
sions Service, is examining 
whether the governors followed 
the correct procedures in dis- 
missing Peter Wilkes. 

Mr Wilkes was dismissed af- 
ter the school slipped from 
147tb to 205th in A-Ievel league 
tables. Governors, who include 
General Sir John Waters, for- 
mer deputy supreme allied 
commander Europe and Sir 
Michael Perry, chairman of 
Unilever, also criticised his 
managerial style and his rela- 
tionships with senior staff. 

But a meeting of parents 
voted by 620 to 7 in favour of 
Me Wilkes' reinstatement and - 
of the resignation of the school 
council (governors). They were 
also angry that they were initially 
given no explanation of the 
head's dismissal. 

The case has highlighted the 
power of governors in private 
schools. All state schools are re- 
quired to have elected parents 
on their governing bodies but in- 
dependent. schools are not. 
Cheltenham parents, who pay 
fees of around £12,000 a year, 
say they should be tbld more 
about what is going oil 

When parents first.asked for 
an explanation for Mr Wilkes’ 
dismissal from Air Commodore 


David Atherton, the council's 
secretary, they were told “mat- 
ters between the council and its 
employees are confidential". 

Later, governors sent a letter 
giving a more detailed expla- 
nation. They praised Mr Wilkes’ 
gifts as a schoolmaster and his 
dedication to the school They 
pointed out that the school’s 
league table positioo was not the 
only reason for his dismissal, 
though they believed exain re- 
sults were important. 

Yesterday Mark Hicks 
Beach, chainnan of the parents’ 
committee, said the parents’ de- 
mands were unchanged. “We 
.are quite happy for Mr Higgink 
to investigate. We want to know 
' the truth about the procedures 
behind Mr Wilkes' dismissal. 

. hope the inquiry will rec- 

ommend that the constitution 
of Cheltenham College should 
be totally reorganised. There 
should be more local members 
and it should not . be self- 
electing." 

■ He said parents should have 
more communication with the 
council but he was not sure that 
necessarily meant having elect- 
ed parent governors. . 

Tlvo'governors have resigned 
in protest against the decision 
to give Mr Wilkes two terms’ 
notice, but the rest of the coun- 
cil cannot constitutionally be 
forced to resign. 

Parents met five members of 
the council on Friday and a 
further meeting will take place 
on Sunday. 

They fear that the change of 
head will mean a change of 
ethos at the school and that 
pupils who are unlikely to excel 
. m exams will be thrown out. 
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A university lecturer claimed in 
court yesterday that he was be- 
ing stalked by a woman student 
who believed he had “improp- 
er sexual desires" for her.; - 
Dr Robert Fine, aged 50, is; 

to stop Eileen .McLa^'^^t 
cring him al Wirwick Umver- 
siiy and his home and is 
claiming damages for 140 list-. 
L -d occasions of harassment 
between 1 994 and 1995.. ; ■ £ ' • 
Ashley Underwood, who is 
representing the senior Iectur- , 
crin sodokgy, said the moderns 
began when Mrs McLardy was,, 
a pan-time student at the uni- 
versity. She was also, nursing a 
sick mother ond a child and “it 
appears she came under a great 
deal of stress and got it into her 
head that Dr Fine harboured 
some sort of bn{ 
desires towards her* 

“This turned into a vendev- . 
ta against him, " he told Judge 
Thompson QG 
Mr Underwood said Mrs 
McLardy, 50, constantly .pa- - 
railed outride his house in New- - 
bold "terrace, Leamington Spa, 
“with an eerie fixed gm-on ber 
face" until she had node sure 
she hod-been seen. He said pr 
Fine’s home was opposite a 


leisure centre where Mrs 
McLardy is a member and be 
docs hot complain .about her 
ri^Kto be there. BuVit was the 
way She makes her way to and 
from the leisure, centre which 
“makes his life so miserable". 

.. ."At work she has been stand- 
ing and staring at him and fol- 
lows him around the campus," 

he said. “We say it is. deliberate 

contact designed to mate his life 
miserable. - . 

When asked about what she 
was doing, “she says it is a free 
world and she can do what she 
iites, and he deserves it because 
of what she said he did to bier". 

Mr’ Underwood said there 
had been .attacks on Dr Fine’s 
car which had been damaged or 
driven away on several occa- 
sions. “More eerie still is what 
happened to his house. On one 
occaaoh somebody got into Dr 
Fine's house and turned off the. 
central heating radiators and left- 
the hot tap runnings Bizarre 
behaviour, we say." 

- Dr Fine is seeking an order 
from (he High Court restraining 
Mrs McLardy. of Tile Hill Lane, 
Coventry, from molesting. or 
harassing him and stopping her 
from approaching within 30 feet 
of his home. The ease continues. 
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Jobs to die 
for - work 
takes grim 
toll on 
children of 
the world 


Louise Jury 

Child workers around the world 
are being exposed to a number 
of lethal hazards including pes- 
ticide poisoning and trade fumes 
in sweat-shop factories. 

And according to a United 
Nations report published today 
the problem is twice as big as 
was previously thought, with an 
estimated 250 million children 
being forced to work for their 
keep. 

The rise in sexual exploitation 
for profit and risks of children 
working with chemicals and in 
dangerous industry require 
urgent action and a new in- 
ternational convention focus- 
ing on the worst abuses, the 
report claims. 

The revised estimate of the 
scale of exploitation has been 
produced by the International 
Labour Office (ILO), the UN’s 


agency for work issues, using 
new methods of assessing the 
problem. 

The ILO is now demanding 
the concentration of resources 
to tackle the most hazardous 
types of child labour. Assefa Be- 
quele. the report’s author, said 
yesterday: “We’re not saying 
that any child labour is tolera- 
ble. but for pragmatic reasons 
we suggest that we should focus 
on the most intolerable forms.*’ 

Although international pres- 
sure and governmental action 
has unproved the lives of many, 
Mr Bequele said there was ev- 
idence that where children were 
still employed, it tended to be 
in more dangerous situations. 
Children as young as three 
were reported in factories pro- 
ducing matches and fireworks. 

The repent claims 120 million 
children under the age of 14 
work full time and 130 milli on 
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Sweat shop: Child carpet-weavers in India work up to 12 hours a day, six days a week, in conditions which are dark, dangerous- and poorly ventilated Photograph: lan BenyWagpum 


part time. The biggest problem 
was in Asia (153 million child 
workers), with 80 milli on in 
Africa, and 17.8 million in Latin 
America. However. Europe was 
not excluded with a rise in sex- 
ual exploitation in eastern Eu- 
ropean countries and a much 
smaller problem with child 
labour in places like the UK. 

The main problem areas are: 
■ Prostitution and trafficking 
of children The ILO claims at 


least five international networks 
exist, including from Latin 
America to Europe and the 
Middle East and from South 
and South East Asia to north- 
ern Europe. Several African 
countries, including Kenya and 
Zimbabwe, are seeing a rise in 
the numbers involved. 
■Agriculture -Children can be 
found mixing, loading and ap- 
plying pesticides and fertilisers, 
some of which are highly toxic. 


Mortality among Sri Lankan 
children farm workers from pes- 
ticides poisoning is reportedly 
greater than from a combination 
of diseases including malaria, 
tetanus, diphtheria and polio. 
■ Ceramics and glass factory 
work- Common in Asia where 
children carry molten loads of 
gHa-sK, The temperature msirfe 
the factories ranges from 40 to 
45C and the noise level from 

marhtnftr y ran hft as hi gh 8S 100 


dedbds. Other hazards include 
exposure to silica dust and lead 
ana toxic fames; 

■ Deep-sea fishing - In many 
Asian countries, particularly Bur- 
ma, Indonesia, the Philippines 
and Thailand, boys spend up to 
12 hours in water banging on 
coral reefs to scare the fish into' 
nets. Dozas are killed or injured 
each year from drowning or 
decompression illness. 

Michelle Hansenne, the 


ILO’s director-general, said 
child labour was one of the feces 
of poverty, and efforts over 
many years were required to 
eliminate it completely. 

But she added: "Tnere are 
' some forms of child labour to- 
day which are intolerable by any 

standard. These deserve to be 
identified, exposed and eradi- 
cated without delay.” 

Mr Bequele .said ILO’s. ex- 
perience was that the problem 


should not be left to govern- 
ments alone. Community, 
labour ami human rights groups 
had helped force improvements. 

“Mien the Ilk) started 
expanding its programme on 
child labour about 10 years ago, 
there wasn't ariogle government 
that was prepared to work with 

us. But as a result of pressure 
there has been increasing con- 
cern from governments to do 
something about it,” 
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Former NHS manager faces investigation over contracts 


Susan Emmett 

A former senior health manager 
is faring investigation by audi- 
tors following allegations that be 
used his public post to set up 
two lucrative contracts with a 
private firm he later joined as 
director. 

George Walker is alleged to 
have used his position as com- 
missioning director for Sheffield 


Health Authority to award con- 
tracts worth £35,000 to a new 
GP co-operative and £100,000 
to Primary Care Multifund Ltd, 
a GP management company 
which manages the co-opera- 
tive. He formally joined PCM 
as director the day after he re- 
tired from the health authority 
last August. 

But a document lodged at 
Companies House and seen by 


The Independent , shows that 
Mr 'Walker became director of 
PCM as early as 29 ApriL 
The Sheffield Health Au- 
thority removed Mr Walker 
from his post as soon as they 
became aware of bis involve- 
ment with PCM at the end of 
July. But be continued to work 
for the authority in another ca- 
pacity until he took early re- 
tirement at the end of August 


“There was a potential con- 
flict of interest and we did not 
want any question of a conflict 
of interest,’’ Cathy Hamlyn, 
health authority chief executive, 
said. “This is a matter of pro- 
bity and public services do have 
to keep their standards.’* 

The health authority has only 
recently become aware of the 
document lodged at Companies 
House and the district audit of- 


UNSECURED PERSONAL LOANS 


fice was asked to investigate at 
the beginning of October. 

Although the £35,000 con- 
tract with the GP co-operative 
has been approved, the health 
authority is now waiting until the 
auditors complete their inves- 
tigation before approving the 
contract with PCM. 

Mr Wblker’s actions were 
initially exposed ty the Sheffield 
Community Health Council, 
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the patients’ watchdog. “He 
dearly contravened tales erf ac- 
countability and codes of con- 
duct.'’ Janet Beyieveld, chief 
officer for the CHC, said. 

“This raises a number of 
questions on how he could 
continue to deity any involve- 
ment," she said. “Until there 
is a frill independent investiga- 
tion, we will continue to have 
concerns about the co-operative 


and the way that Mr Walker 
behaved," 

But Mr Wblker said be was 
not actively involved with 
PCM until the beginning of 
September and that he thought 
the health authority was aware 
of his appointment. “All 1 
didwas act as a reference point 
for the forms that came in,” 
he said. “I was basically a post 
box.” In his former post at the 


health authority. Mi Walker 
saw his role as encouraging 
fund-holding in all its forms. 

He said that his early in- 
volvement with PCM and 
setting up the new GP co-op- 
erative was part of his job and 
that he was happy to face in- 
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“fm quite happy for the au- 
ditors to go in because I’m 
completely innocent," he said. 
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£1138732 


Today is a new day. 
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The Royal Bank of Scotland 


If you Eire the look of our lowest ever Interest rates 


PHONE FREE NOW FOR AN IMMEDIATE DECISION 

0800 121 125 

LIMES OPEN -SAM -8PM WEEKDAYS. 9AM -5PM SAT. 10AM-4PM SUN 


Or complete the information below and send to: The Royal Bank of Scotland pic, 
FREEPOST. 101 Princess Street. Manchester Ml 8DP (no stamp required). 

Surname (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ma) __ 

First Names (in fufl) • 

Address- . I 


At time'of writing, an MSF convoy is en route to Goma. 
where 80.000 people have been cut off for 2 weeks. 
Amongst the 50 tonnes of emergency supplies axe 
special high protein biscuits (£2,650 a tonne). Were 
also flying in extra medical supplies to help us cope 
with the ontbreak of cholera that inevitably follows a 
disaster of this scale. The most severe cases of . the resulting 
dehydration will need about 25 litres of IV fluids 
each. This costs 85P P er litre. For the people in Goma, as 
well as the hund r eds of thousands of refugees still out of 
reach of the convoy, the situation becomes more desperate 
by the hour. We're doing all we can. rf were to he 
more effective, we need help urgently. Are you with us? 


If yon wint */p in erery Ci u yo might out to the field, cilj the credit card 
hotline on 080O 200 20 1 or post the canyon. 

I enclose * cheqne/posul order (payable to Medccins Sons Pronilcres tjx) - 

Tor. Otto Dtio Q50 [HD50 Othert ' 

Tick this ta ifyonwonldllkti receipt Q Jstvv" 

I jmhirte die Chariifa AM fcandatiML refc 40MM5 sediig on hehelf of MAP to drtdtmy 

vt ”/W**“wd/a«riLj CtiA/fimrx/Swtizh • 

°*- n~i u cum cum cm i riffa 

• . . . t>-' 

CPdlUMvdjir SiyMtnw. T ■ 


Telephone. 


m hi ape ts bmh 
nqttaaa* a Mttku 

onto tdvflm tra nar^B 


sen 


HMniarfeMu 


Tel Day 


Postcode. 

Tel Evening 


Life is a human right. # 


IMEDECIHS 
SANS FRONTtERES 
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sex of fish 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 


Natural female hormones 
excreted by women can feminise 
male fish. Government research 
has revealed. The concentra- 
tions of naturally occurring 
human female hormones found 
in effluent from sewage works 
is extremely low - but still 
high enough to make male ffch 
start to' produce egg yolk 
protein. 

The researchers from Brunei 
University and the Ministry of 
Agriculture’s fisheries labora- 
tory also found a hormone used 
in some contraceptive pills, 
ethinyl oestradiol, was emerg- 
ing in the effluent But it was 
getting through in smaller quan- 
tities than oestrone and 176 
oestradiol which occur naturally 
in women's urine. 

The research was commis- 
sioned by the Government’s 
Environment Agency, which 
has organised further studies to 
find out if these three hor- 
mones are affecting fish in 
rivers around the country. 

“We have a very potent cock- 
tail getting into rivers.” said Dr 
Geoff Brighty, a fisheries 
scientist with the agency. “We 
have to he precautionary ante 
see if there is an impact.” 

The hormones exert their 
influence at an astonishingly low 
concentration - less than tea 
billionth of a gram per litre. 
That is equivalent to one gram 
of hormone in 100,000 tonnes 
of water, equivalent to a small 


lake. It required a genetically 


engineered strain of yeast to 
filter out the oestrogens. 

More than 10 years ago ft. was 
found that some male roach in 
the river Lea and sewage set- 
tlement lagoons alongside it 
were becoming feminised - 
their testes were partially 
ovaries and contained eggs. 

This discovery led to re- 
search programmes which 
showed that all around Britain 


male trout and roach kept in 
cages next to sewage works’ out- 
lets started to produce the egg 
yolk protein viteflogenin. Some- 
thing in the watery, cleaned-up 
effluent was feminising them. 

The latest research, pub- 
lished today, -establishes that it 
is the three female hormones 
which are to blame - and not 
any of the tens of thousands of 
others chemicals found at low 
concentrations in sewage efflu- 
ent. The finding is significant 
because scientists have sug- 
gested that a wide range of syn- 
thesised chemicals used in 
detergents, plastic product man- 
ufacture and agriculture can act 
as oestrogen mimics. 

There are places -overseas 
where such chemicals have 
altered the sexual characteris- 
tics and behaviour of wildlife 
species after chronic pollution 
or accidental spiDages. 

There are fears that these 
chemicals are also contributing 
to falling sperm counts, genital 
malformations in baby boys 
and the rising incidence of tes- 
ticular cancer in some western 
nations. Environmental pres- 
sure groups are devoting in- 
creasing resources to 
campaigning about this threat. 
■ Tire Government is setting 
new targets for curbing pollu- 
tion in an effort to improve the 
nation’s health. They cover 
indoor and outdoor air quality, 
noise, lead in drinking water and 
levels of radon - a radioactive 
gas which wells up from the 
ground naturally and can cause 
lungcancer. 

Hitting these targets depends 
as much upon the actions of lo- 
cal councils, doctors and public 
health officials, vohintaiy groups 
and individual families as it 
does upon the actions of cen tral 
government, John Gnmmer, 
Seoretaiy of State for the Envi- 
ronment said yesterday. The 
new targets are how part of the 
‘‘Health of the Nation” strate- 
gy, which set 27 targets in 1992. 


Lord Menuhin seeks benefactor to buy violin for young virtuoso, but it won’t come cheap . 



Perfect harmony: Leland Chen, 31, plays the 1694 Stradivarius violin which he hopes will be his to play after its auction at Phillips next week 


Photograph: Glynn Gnffiths 


300 and still in tune: what’s so special about a Strad? 


Marianne Macdonald 

Arts Correspondent 


A brilliant Taiwanese violinist 
has so impressed Yehudi 
Menuhin that he has written an 
open letter asking far a bene- 
factor to donate a violin worthy 
of the virtuoso. 

Lord Menuhin has discov- 
ered that the perfect instrument 
does not come cheap. Leland 
Chen, 31, believes his perfect 
musical match is a 1694 Stradi- 
varius, to be auctioned at Phil- 
lips cm Tuesday next week. It is 
expected to fetch up to £700,000 
- 70 times the value of his pre- 
sent instrument- and the only 
way he can play, it is if a bene- 
factor buys jt for him. 

The instrument, known as the 
Bafllot-Pbnunerau violin after 
two of its earliest owners, has 
an unusual depth and tonal 
richness, even compared 1 with 
the five other Stradivarius vio- 
lins he has played *Tt is the mar- 



Elvis, Lenin and the 
Stradivarius 


Lord Menuhin with Elgar, whose Violin Concerto he recorded in 1932 Photograph:EMI 


■ The ‘Mendelssohn’ Stradivar- 
ius violin was the most expensive 
musical instrument, sold for 
£902,000 at Christie's in 1990 

■ Stradivarius violins were cov- 
ered in propolis - the same sub- 
stance used to embalm Lenin's 
body 

■ Elvis played the violin and is 
rumoured to have owned a Strad. 
Nigel Kennedy’s Strad was sold 
to an American collector for 
$1.5m 

■ Julian Uoyd Webber’s Strad 
cello is so precious to him that 
he sleeps with it every night by 
his bed. 


riage of the player and the 
instrument that makes a dif- 
ference, and for some unknown 
reason this one seems to 
really work for me," Mr Chen 
said yesterday. 


Maureen Phillips, Mr Chen's 
manager, has approached 
Britidt Petroleum and BT - due 
to merge with MCI to create 
Concert - with the suggestion 
that they might buy the violin 


and lend ft to Mr Chen because 
their names have the appro- 
priate initials or associations. 

Although neither has yet 
made a commitment to sponsor 
Mr Chen, an unnamed woman 


yesterday < 
helping h 


1 expressed interest in 
wiping 'him financially after 
hearing of his plight on a radio 
programme. 

“The only hope I have of get- 
ting it is If a" group of people or 


a company will buy it and I 
could have it on loan.” he said. 
“But we haw had very little time 
since we discovered the violin." 

Antonio Stradivari, who died 
259 years ago. would not be sur- 
prised to learn that he is still 
considered the maker of the 
world's finest violins, with fol- 
lowers including Anne -Sophie 
Mutter and Nigel Kennedy. 

The plaque on his house in 
the Piazza Roma, in Cremona, 
Lombardy, notes that Stradivari 
“brought the violin to perfection 
and left to Cremona an imper- 
ishable name as master of his 
craft". 

He learnt his trade in Nico- 
lo Axnatfs workshop, and began 
putting his own name to violins 
in the 1660s. But it was only af- 
ter 1684, when Stradivari turned 
to larger-built instruments, that 
his genius blossomed. He made 
the Baillot-Pommerau in 1694, 
but his finest violins are believed 
to date from 1700. 


Mmmm...! 
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W ith many pension companies, yon are 
expected to decide today what you 
will be doing and how you 
will be living for the next 
thirty years. 

But life is unpredictable. 

Things change. We take new jobs, buy 
and sell houses, marry, have children. Many 
of us sadly get divorced. Yon may inherit 
money, or get ilL 

For a hundred quite different reasons 
over the years, yon may wish to increase 
or decrease the amount yon save. 

Many pension plans advertised 
as ‘flexible’, allow yon to do this, 
bnt charge you through die nose 
for the privilege. Some penalise 
you even if you want to increase 
your payments. It’s a bit like a bank 
advertising free banking and then charging 
you if a cheque bounces. 

Such advertising is jnst to hire yon in. 

For years the pension industry has got 
away with not telling you how much of your 
money they cream off in charges. 

Today we have the Financial Services Act 
which forces them to tell you. But there is a 
loophole. The company is entitled to assume 
that you will stick rigidly to your initial 




arrangements. If you alter them, you get nailed 
with charges. 

Virgin Direct refuses to do this. Our 
personal pension is ultra-flexible. 
You can stop, start, increase or 
decrease the amount yon save 
and you won't have to pay a 
penalty for doing so. 

We contact you ouce a year 
to ask if there’s anything that 
you want or need to change. 
No wonder the industry is in an uproar. 
Just imagine - a pension company that treats 
yon as if it’s your money and your life. 
Whatever next? 

If you'd like to know more about the 
Virgin Personal Pension, do give us a call. 
Tell us how much you want to tuck away 
each month. We'll send you a 
personalised information pack 
that will tell you everything you 
need to know. 


'xclirect 


persona/ financial sorviec 

0345 95 95 95 


Open seven days o weeb frexa 3am to fOpc 


Vitoirt Pirvct PorxnfKu Fingncbl Sorvinr Ltd ic iwjukitrd by tbe Puricno! inuostmcnr Authority it r life- '■nsuiono; ncrJ unit trur.t businest. and reprtsenty noiy 
thr.- Virgin I jin; ft m.irfcotidi'j grouf;. Tim prkf; of units ond ,tny income ‘rnn them t.tn w down ns js up and you rr.,ry not get bnc.: nil the money you 
invest. t'.iti'.- a’. m< m.iy ch.irge and Inc- value of the to* benefit depends on how much tax yeu p-iy. virgin Direct only rr.nrk.'ts its own products 
For your security gll cjIIs t o Virqirv Direct pro recorded end r.indomiy monitored. 


© 


**• 




ial 


l 


rd 

ry 


tiier erasl 
sin killct 
i-n an Air 
wtlaffiht 


in (he ioj 
taiv cairn 
l/SSVm 
i Iran A i 
the Gull 

ut he 
t Koreat 
it down ft 
:r ft flev 
ling 26* 


st eras! 
□ a Japai 
7 crash co 
do most i- 
. A Turk- 
rtheasto 
4. kvllin 


audi Ant- 
ed, killint 
. aneracr 
Hi airport 
es DC- 1. 
in Chico 
v- !97«. 
-air colli 
■ash of | 
t air fore 
•tilled 15 
1992. Th 
assenget. 
«oetng”"4- 
paraehue 
s 


E P, 



•ou 




>rd 


tmum 

/- 


<g 


ipa- 

than 


k 

* 


bntJ 


V H ' ^V'V'V ■' V -, 


«CflOf w 







Health ministers are preparing 
tough new disciplinary mea- 
sures to curtail the activities of 
inadequate dentists who con- 
tinuc to work privately after 
being censured % disciplinary 
bodies following allegation's 
against them over their NHS 
work. 

Patients are alleged to have 
had metal dental instruments 
left inside their gums, healthy 
teeth destroyed by unneces- 
sary treatment and been 
reduced to a diet of soup and 
soft foods. In other cases, den- 
tists have claimed payment for 
work they have not done. 

The measures, in a draft Bill 
which will form part of an 
amendment to the Dentists Act 
1986, follow concern, by the 
General Dental Council, the 
regulatory body for Britain’s 
30.000 dentists, that it does not 
have enough disciplinary powers. 

The council is being asked to 
examine allegations concerning 
William Dun, a Glasgow den- 
tist. Mr Duff who is in his thir- 
ties, until recently had a practice 
at Maryhill Road. Glasgow, 
and has now moved to Kil- 


Biting back: The new disciplinary measures will offer greater protection for patients receiving treatment outside the National Health Service 


Photograph: David Sandison 


red had laughed after she fold, 
him- he was hurting her. Her 
£27,477 damages included 
£6,000 pounds fcr pss/chwtm 
treatment . 

Melanie Fenton, who en- 
dured 30 two-hour appoint- 
ments with Mr Garrett said: “1 
want this man struck off once 

and for alL No one should ever 

be at risk of being put through 
what we’ve suffered.” 

Mr Garrett, who has a degree 
in dental surgery from Dundee 
University, was insured and 

wifl have Si his legal costs paid 
for by the Medical and'Dental 
Defence ' Onion of Scotland. 

Nigel "Walshe, a solicitor and 
former patient of Mr Garrttt, 

who has represented mcet ofthe 

victims after settling but of v 
court bimselflbr £2,000, said:;’ 
“The judge fin last year’s case] 
recognised the gravity of what- 
the dentist did; so now will the 
General Dental Council? And T 
if not, why not?" - 


barchan. Renfrewshire. Mr 
Duff was fined £1.500 and 
struck off a list of NHS-ap- 
proved dentists by Greater 
Glasgow Health Board last year 
for failure to maintain ade- 


quate records, but he can con- 
tinue to work privately. 

In its adjudication on the case 
of Moaane RusselL 33, the 
health board complained there 
were many discrepancies be- 


tween Mrs Russell's treatment 
record and the form Mr Duff 
completed for NHS payment, 
and that be had claimed for 
work not completed. 

Mr Duff's case is likely to gp 


before the counciTs profes- 
sional conduct committee. Last 
(tight, in an adjournment debate. 

in the House of Commons, 
Maria Fyfe. the Labour MP for 
Glasgow Maryhill, argued that 


not enough is being done to 
safeguard patients who suffer 
lasting pain and disfigurement 
from shoddy dentistry. 

She is concerned that the 
growth of the private sector is 
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Starting up? In the last 10 gears hlatWest has helped 
more small businesses take off than ang other bank 


Storting a business ond making it successful j that provides you with some of the tools your i o 5 0 % discount off the cost ot retjisier'ino 


isn’t just a case of coming up with a good ! new business will need. 


idea. For things to go smoothly, you also need ! 

the support of people who reollu understand, i 

i 

That's why you should talk to us ot j 
Nat Wes t . : 

For the lost ten yeors we’ve been the ! 
first choice for businesses starting up. This i 


'cnence has helped us develop a service 


There is ot least one Small Business 
Adviser in every high street branch., ready to 
provide you with the help arid guidance that's 
so important. They'll talk uou through our 
Business Storf-Up Guide which is tuil of useful 
inf Ot motion. 

And with free banking far up to 18 months. 


your business name, arid discounted business 
insurance, now's the perfect time to start up 
with Nat West. 

For more information, pop into your local 
hioh street broach or call us on 0800 777 88 S 
You -i find if you wool uour business 
idi-n to oet of! the ground, we re Vne prop),- 
t.a talk to. 


A NatWest 

More than just a bonk 






making the problem worse. 

. On Friday, a Hi gh Court 
judge granted permission for 92 
patients jointly to pursue dam- 
ages against dentist Barry Gar- 
rett, who now practises in Sale, 
Chpshrr p. If their /vwnplamrK are 

upheld Mr Garrett could face 
damages Haims of up to £ 2 tn. 

Last year, Mr Garrett, 48, was 
’ successfully sued for £185,000 
by eight patients who said he 
had earned out unnecessary 
treatment on their healthy 
teeth. Mr , Garrett had been 
struck off by tbe General Den- 
tal Council in ¥989 for serious 
professional misconduct, but 
was allowed to return to work 
two years later. 

The court was told that 
patients he treated in Driffield, 
Humberside, were left trauma- 
tised. One victim, Jane Apple- 
ton, 25, had 99 tooth surfaces 
waited on unnecessarily. Dawn 
Eting, 29, had the broken end 
of a drill left in one of her teeth 
and complained that Mr Gar- 


Stepben Hancocks, spokes-; 
man for the General Dental 
Council, said: “The measures in 
this draft Bin will give the coun- 
cil a variere of extrapowers in-' ■ 
volved with suspension and W3L 
also allow greater flexibility.” .* 
He said the new measures;, 
would give greater, protection to . 
dental patients who bad treat- ^ 
ment outside the NHS. Aj: 
non-NHS patients’ complaints; 
procedure is being set up. It 
something that we have been' p 
asking for for years.” 

' Currently, private patients' 
who believe they have been vk>£._ ; 
thus of sub-standard dentistry 
can only seek redress through ': 
die dvfl courts. The draft Bub. 


will be completed by the end of 
next month and will be kubject;- 
to a period of consultation. ~ 
A spokesman for die De-A 
partment of Health said: 'Tt’s aD 

WAmdre ArtOrnH 


Ifif 


misconduct in the dentafpro-_. 
fessjon and will bring dentists *; 


already imposed on GPs. 


DAILY POEM 


Airmail 


By Kevin Crossley-Hofland 


When my words fly 
ioycu 

I want them fast 
and fiery as cardinals. 


And soft, I add, 
immeasurably soft straying 
and resolute- 
thinking of your parts 
(your lower lip, for instance). 


Bui more than resolute: 

I want them indestructible. 
Made of din and 


wmgmg it; _ 
made of shining: 


Enithaimon has just published Kevin Crossley-HoDand’s 
The Language of Yes, his first coDection since A few and Select- 
ed Poems 1965-90. A poet, but also a librettist, children’s writer 
and translator of Anglo-Saxon tales -Beowulf and the Exeter 
Book Riddles amongst them - his work has always been con- 
cerned with the omnipresence of the distant past Here, the 
concerns are modem. 


(i!\ ! YOUR YUJM 
il H I S f CARF i'OSSUU.E. 
Ah HR A1 i„ 
i n vr's why sm: 
i; \v h you. 


Remember when you were a child. The 
Braaed knees. The nightmares: Tbe measles. - 
Who was always there to look after you? Mum. 
She always took tbe best care of you she could. 
Nuw you can do die same for her. 

• jbu ran find the best possible nursing home 
for ytfte mum, or Indeed any elderly relative, 
calling BUPA CareFlnder. the free 
. Nuistng- Home Advisory Service. You -will talk 
. to sympathetic, experienced nurse advisors * 
who wffl anal fist your relative's care needs and 
provide you with details of BUPa inspected 
and accredited homes. 

CM 0645 600 300 quoting reference IN* 

l°«l ra* » And our more abou, thia ^ MRlce . 
which 1* open ,o WlyoM , no, ju „ BUPA . 
members. 
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international 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

On board the USS 
Independence, Sea, of Japan 

"Hie bridge of the Indepen- 
dence, the US Navy’s oldest and 
most famous aircraft 'carrier, 
encourages feelings of confi- 
dence, and Captain Tom Feflin, 
the commanding officer, has 
them m abundance. Everv 
minute, a warplane is catapult- 
ed into the air from the ship’s 
flight deck. From the bridge, you 
can just make out the shapes of 
smaller vessels. American and 
Japanese, taking pan in Oper- 
ation Keen Swori an exercise 
involving 22,000 personnel. 

*T have on this boat five 
thousand of the toughest Amer- 
icans you're going to find any- 
where,” be says; ‘They operate 
the ship, they arm the aircraft, 
they work a 16-hour day non- 
stop. These guys eat nails for 
breakfast.” Only one question 
appears to trouble the- jovial 

elrmrwM" mini J 


here in the first place; 

Not long ago, the answer 
would have been obvious. As 
flagship of the Seventh Fleet its 
main role was to deter and re- 
pel an attack on- Japan or the 
United Stales" other Asian 
friends by the Soviet Union. But 
that threat has evaporated, and 
nothing has yet taken its place. 


Capt FelJin mentions Thi- 
wan, where the Independence 
sailed in April, as China con- 
ducted missile tests in the run- 
up to Taiwanese elections. He 
mentions North Korea, sus- 
pected of planning its own test 
missile firing. But the question 
is tricky. “It’s difficult to tell ex- 
actly where a contingency might 
arise in this day and ageTXhe 
reason we're here is to be 
ready." 

Ready for what? This ques- 
tion has dominated East Asian 
diplomacy since the Cold Vfer 
ended. On it depend millions of 
livelihoods, billions of doSais, 
and the security of the fastest- 
growing region in the world 

The official answer, on which 
President Bill Clinton’s 
second-term foreign policy will 
be based, is in a Defense De- 
partment report issued last 
year. Where US troops once de- 
ployed against the Soviet threat, 
it argues, now they face a dif- 
ferent enemy: instability. Like 
Europe earlier this century, 
Asia is marked by the rise and 
fall of great powers. 

Regional flash-points, like 
North Korea and Taiwan, could 
endanger n ew markets in Asia. 
For its own good as much as 
those of its allies, the US has re- 
sponsibility to act as big broth- 
er and honest broker, absolving 


China in 
oil talks 



Teresa Poole 

Peking 


China is holding talks with Iraq 
to sign what it describes as 
“massive" oil exploration con- 
tract The official Xinhua news 
agency said Peking was negoti- 
ating a 5-mfllion-ton-a-yearoD 
production contract with the 
possibility of helping Iraq set up 
another field with a capacity of 
IS million tons. 

Peking has made no secret of 
its wish to re-establish trade 
links with Baghdad if United 
Nations sanctions are lifted. 
Iraq could help meet China’s 
growing demand for imported 
crude. 

China was an enthusiastic 
backer of the “oil-for-food" 
deal brokered by’Iraq and the 
United-Nations in May, which 
would have allowed Baghdad to 
selt$2bn (£ 1 , 200 m) of oU over 
six months lo buy food and raed- 
icind .That deal floundered 
when Iraq intervened in figfat- 
ing between Kradish factions in 
August 
"hie 

port published yesterday by 
Xinhua gave un specific infor- 
mation about the negotiations 
between the state cril giant Chi- 
na National Petroleum Corpo- 
ration (CNPC) arid Baghdad. 
But last month the Middle East 
Economic Survey (MEES)'re- 

E orted that Iraq and China 
ad initialled a production- 
sharing deal to develop the ab 
Ahdab oilfield in central Iraq. 
The survey said it was'the first 
such agreement to be mitiafied 
by the Iraqi oil authoritiesarid 
represented “an imponancchfll- 
lenge to * the UN sanctions 

regune"-Tt is noidcarwhedinr 
this is the same as the 
tions referred to yesterday, by 


Xinhua. 03 firms from Eu- 
rope, Asia; and the Middle 
East have also held talks with 
Baghdai 

China, whose buoyant econ- 
omy is driving up oil imports, is 
eager to reach an understand- 
' ing with Iraq ahead of any re- 
vived u oil-for-fbod” deal, or an 
eventual dismantling of the 
broader economic sanctions. 
Last year China imported 17 
million tons of crude oil and this 
is forecast to rise to mare than 
40 minion tons by the year 
2000 and 100 million tons by 
2010. 

As one of the five permanent 
members of the UN Security 
Council China has been a less 
than enthusiastic supporter of 
continued sanctions against 
Iraq, which were imposed in 
1990 after the invasion of 
Kuwait 

In August, when the “oilfor- 
food” deal was still on track, 
Chinese o3 arid trade officials 
' admitted that discussions had. 
been held with Iraq on co- 
operation in seismic studies 
and exploration and that some 
Chinese companies bad signed 
draft contracts on joint explo- 
ration. CNPC officials had vis- 
ited Iraq several times. 

- Shi Weisan, director-general 
of the West Asia and Africa de- 
partment of the Ministry of For- 
eign Trade and Economic 
Cooperation, was quoted in an 
official publication as saying he 
had made a one- week trip to 
Iraq at the end of July and ear- 
ly August, accompanied by rep- 
. resenta lives of six " Chinese 
companies. During -that trade 
'mission Iraq and China signed 
a protocol cm economic and 
akde co-operation which pro- 
vided for expansion in eco- 
nomic and scientific fields. 







Japan of the need to defend it- 
self alone and preventing an 
arms race. “Secicriry is like oxy- 
gen, "said the authorof the Pen- 
tagon report, Joseph Nye, an 
academic. “You tend not to no- 
tice ituntD you begin to Jose h.” 

When it was published, the 
report did tittle more than af- 
firm the status quo, but it. has 
been challenged by academics 
and by events m dm region. 
Among the former are those 
who argue that in giving Japan 
a free nde on defence; the .US 
is being taken for a ride of its 
own, awl that security should be 
a trade~afi,wiffiTbkyD opening 
markets in return for protection. 
Others say ibeUS umbrella has 
contributed to poor relations 
- cushioned from reality by the 
Seventh Fleet, Japan has nev- 
er had to develop mature rela- 
tions with China and Korea, and 

rRTpattis d iploma tiT^ Hy stiiptMt 

The most significant objec- 
tions came in September last 
year, when a 12-year old girl was 
raped by US troops in Okinawa, 


Seeking a /Ole: A Hornet aircraft being checked on board the Independence, flagship of a force whose traditional Soviet foe has evaporated 


the small Japanese island which 
is home to a third of the 100JXX) 
US troops in East Asia. 

Whatever h has done' for 
the rest of the region. Dr Nye’s 
security oxygen suffocated Ok- 
inawa, a quarter of which is giv- 


en to US bases, with their at- 
tendant problems. The uproar 
forced the two governments to 
come up with a plan to reduce 
the bases and, for the first time, 
Japanese diplomats are con- 
templating a time when US 


troops may withdraw from 
Japan in large numbers. 

In the end. all these cogita- 
tions come down to another 
question: what is the future of 
China? There is little doubt that, 
early next century, it will have 


the world’s largest economy, 
matched by an enlarged, mod- 
ernised mifitary. Dr Nye and his 
president use the word “en- 
gagement" to describe their 
policy towards Peking: to their 
critics, deployment of ItXi.OW 


troops and the dispatch ot the 
Independence to Taiwan in April 
looks like a self-fulfilling 
prophecy. Having seen off one 
Cold War adversary, they risk, 
by their presence, contributing 
to the creation of another. 
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Zaire’s silent 
capital braces 
for mob rule 


David Orr 

Kinshasa 

The population of Kinshasa, the 
Zairean capital is bracing itself 
for violent student demonstra- 
tions. The students and their po- 
litical masters have set today as 
the deadline for the resignation 
of Kengo wa Dondo. the Prime 
Minister. Mr wa Dondo. un- 
popular as much for his Tutsi an- 
cestry as for his policies, has 
become the main focus of dis- 
content after the Zairean 
army's humiliating, defeat by 
Tutsi rebels in ihe easL 

Yesterday the streets were ail 
but deserted and the shops 
were closed after student ac- 
tivist s declared a v, Hie mort 
(dead town). Youths manning 
makeshift barriers turned back 
motorists on the road to the air- 
port while troops looked on. 

It is now a week since the stu- 
dents started rampaging 
through the capital’s streets. So 
far two have been shot dead by 
the military. Every day hundreds 
of cars are seized by youths and 
driven around the city, horns 
blaring. Shortly after leaving the 
airport my taxi was hijacked by 
chanting youths, many of them 
wearing bandannas' around 


their heads and brandishing 
imitation machineguns. 

Stones and bottles flew 
through the air as young men 
danced on the bonnet of fie car. 
One took charge of the wheel 
while others bustled the driver 
into the back seat Finding my- 
self, In effect, kidnapped I 
opened the door and threw 
myself out of the moving vehi- 
cle. Soldiers ar a nearby petrol 
station were too busy looting 
beer to take much notice. 

Hie political order, or what 
stands for such in the anarchy 
of Zaire, has collapsed since the 
Hiisl Banyamulenge rebels and 
their Rwandan allies routed 
the army. In the vacuum caused 
by the continuing absence of 
President Mobutu Sese Seko, 
the opposition has been able to 
exploit the frustration of the 
populace. The man believed to 
he behind the protests in the 
capital is Etienne Tshisekedi, an 
ousted prime minister and Dis- 
position leader. However, his 
support is limited and region- 
al. It is widespread dissatisfac- 
tion with Mr wa Dondo rather 
than any forceful leadership 
on the part of Mr Tshisekedi 
that has been the main motor 
behind the demonstrations. 


“Pm afraid that the unrest 
could spQl over into rioting 
and looting,” said a diplomat. 
“When their emotions are 
pushed over a certain limit, 
these people can do a lot of 
damage. The rank-and-file of 
the military could easOy get fed 
up and provoke looting." 

Looting is a commonplace in 
this country where the military 
is paid a pittance or not at alL 
The last outbreaks occurred in 
1991 and 1993. Many feel that 
only the return of President 
Mobutu, still recuperating in 
Europe after a cancer opera- 
tion, can rescue Zaire. 

Kisangani, a large town west 
of the area in which fighting has 
taken place, is said to have suf- 
fered severely from the fll dis- 
cipline of the war-weaiy and 
poorly provisioned soldiers. 
Other villages are said to have 
been ransacked and their in- 
habitants driven out. 

“The military is fragmented 
and dangerously volatile," said 
one diplomat “Mobutu is the 
only one who can control the 
army. ! believe he will come 
back soon but the longer he 
stays away the more uncertain 
things become." 

President Mobutu has ap- 
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Sole provider: A lone shoeshlne boy working on during a general strike bi Kinshasa yesterday as Zaire fell further into anarchy 


Photograph: AP 


proved United Nations' pro- 
posals for the intervention of a 
multi-national humanitarian 
protection force in Zaire. But 
so far no strategy has been 
agreed for the deployment of 


such a force, deemed essential 
if adequate aid is to reach more 
than 1 milli on civilians and 
refugees who have been. dis- 
placed by the fighting. It is now 
understood that there wOJ be no 


British participation- m any in- 
ternational operation that 
might be mounted. ; 

The Zairean government in- 
sists that all relief efforts most 
come through the capital and 


not through its eastern region 
over which it no longer has any 
control. The International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
says its attempts to despatch air- 
borne re lief supplies to the dis- 


placed have been frustrated by 
the authorities in Kinshasa. Of- " 
ficials of the UN High Com- 7 V 
mission er for Refugees were (Q, 
also blocked from visiting the 
stricken interior. • 


Mandela ready to send in troops as 


Emerging plans for an internation- 
al operation to intervene in Zaire 
were trapped in a vicious circle last 
night. No Western power - the US, 
Britain or France - is prepared to in- 
tervene without a dear objective and 
a clear picture of what they are go- 
ing into, what the opposition may be, 
and how well-armed they are. But 
without troops on the ground, they 
have little prospect of finding out 

In Johannesburg, President Nel- 
son Mandela said yesterday he was 
prepared to send South African 
troops to centra] Africa as part of an 
international force, though he added 
that he had not decided how big a 
unit to commit 

little is known about the princi- 
pal warring factions: the mainly 


Arms are flowing to the rebels from Rwanda, Uganda and Angola, writes Christopher Bellamy 


Tutsi rebels within Zaire, known as 
the BanyamiileDge - “people from 
the Mulenge hills” ; the mainly Hutu 
former Rwandan government troops 
who have been sheltering in the 
refugee camps in Zaire, known as the 

In it rah am we - “those who fight to- 
gether"; and the Zairean forces. 

The Interahamwe are estimated 
to be 40,000 strong. There are about 


gesting they could also field a force 
of up to 40,000 fighting troops. On 
the evidence so far, they are relatively 
well-disciplined. The Banyamulenge 
control all three airfields in the re- 
gion: Goma, Bukavu and Kivu, 


which would make any attempt by 
the Zairean government to move 
troops into the area very difficult 
Africa is awash with arms, though 
mainly the smaller variety - rifles, 
machineguns, hand-held anti-tank 
weapons and mines. They tend to 
flow to where the market is besuThe 
Banyamulenge have been lying low 
for some time and would have ac- 
quired arms over many yeais.- 
More recent supplies come from 
four main sources: those they have 
bought or captured from the ill-dis- 
ciplined Zairean army; from Rwan- 
da - where some of their number 
fought with the Rwandan Patriotic 


Army against the Hutus two years 
ago: from Uganda, where many 
members of the current Rwandan 
government were educated and 
where links exist which would result 
in a blind eye being turned to arms 
shipments into north-eastern Zaire; 
and lastly from Angola. During the 
Angolan civil war, arms flowed from 
Zaire's Shaba province into Ango- 
la.. More recently, it seems they 


Some of the mainly Hutu Intera- 
bamwe took part in the genocide 
against Tutas two years ago, aod have 
been hiding out in the Zairean- 


refugee camps. They are now being 
driven east by the Banyamulenge. 
They look arms with them when they 
fled two years ago. There have been 
rumours that the French bad been 
resupplying them, but the French 
have denied this categorically and it 
seems unlikely that they would have 
continued to do so after the geno- 
cide of 1994. However, some arms 
did pass to the Hum groups through 
Goma, with the connivance of the 
Zairean authorities. 

Overthe past few days, the main " 
west ern powers have moved from ex- 
treme unwillingness to intervene to 
one where they will consider inter- 


vention if they are given a clear fob 
tt do. Ita) positives have been dis- 
cussed: the creation of a safe area 
around an airport where the refugees 
could be concentrated, and the cre- 
ation of corridors to-euable refugees 
to return gradually to Rwanda. 

“No one knows the estact situation 
on the ground, no One knows what 
the intervention force would do -in- 
tervene between whom and whom?" 
said a senior diplomat in Nairobi. 
“You can’t go rushihg in with troops 
without knowing what the mission 
is,” said Nicholas Burns, a US State 
Department spokesman. - 

The French were to the lore in 


proposing intervention, and seemed 
the most likely to lead the ofjeration, . 
but there are grave reservations be- 
cause of tbeir history in the areaand 
.theft former support for the Hnfns. 

, The French Foreign Minister, 
Hervg de Charette, yesterday trial 
to gajm reports of differences; be- 
1 twe£n France and the-US over the 
crisis. “Undoubtedly in the past 
weeks there were some bitter words : 
exchanged betweeaourtwo countries 
and I bdieve such exchanges were un- 
fortunate," he said. “But there Is no 
conflict of interest between France 
and the US in AfricaT Mf -de 
Charetie said France was ready to 
contribute 1,000 troops to a 5,000- 
-strohgmnltinationai force; Spain has 
; also put 1,000 troops on alert. ' . 
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Britons injured as Zambia 
poll sparks student riots 


Lusaka (Reuter) — The gov- 
ernment yesterday dosed Zam- 
bia's largest university after 
riot police moved in to quell po- 
litical unrest ahead of nerd 
week's general election. 

Police used teargas and ba- 
tons to disperse students 
demonstrating against a ban on 
a planned march to the presi- 
dential residence. They wanted 
to protest against a poll on 18 
November which many oppo- 
sition parties intend to bojvott. 

Closure of the campus fol- 
lows two days of unrest in which 
10 students were arrested and 
several people injured, includ- 
ing a British Airways crew. 


“The University of Zambia 
has been dosed because the at- 
mosphere here is not conducive 
to academic work,” the univer- 
sity senate said in a statement. 

Tfie announcement came as 
students armed with stones 
fought pitched battles with po- 
lice and barricaded roads lead- 
ing into the campus. Traffic on 
a nearby highway was stopped 
for part of the morning as stu- 
dents pelted motorists before 
being driven back by teaigas and 
baton charges. The campus was 
later sealed off. 

Student leadens said they 
wanted President Frederick 
Chiluba to reopen dialogue 


with his political opponents 
and possibly suspend polls un- 


til all political parties reached 
consensus on the rules govern- 
ing the elections. “Today’s riot 
was caused by an unwarranted 
attempt by police to disrupt a 
peaceful demonstration by stu- 
dents,” a student leader said. 

Seven opposition parties, in- 
cluding former president Ken- 
neth Kaunda’s United National 
Independence Party (UNIP) 
are boycotting the polls, which 
they say have been arranged to 
ensure that the ruling Move- 
ment for Multi-party Democ- 
racy (MMD) remains in power. 

The parties are opposed to a 


new constitution which bans 
some candidates, including Mr 
Ka irnda, from contesting the 
presidential race on the grounds 
that they are not native-bom 
Zambians. Mr Kaunda was the 
country’s head of state for near- . 
ly three decades, leading Zam- 
bia to independence and ruling 
until Mr Chiluba defeated him 
in polls in 1991. 

Opposition parties are also 
unhappy with the voters' regis- 
ter, which omits 23 milli on of 
the 4.6 million e ligible voteir^ 
and with the state-owned 
dia’s coverage of camp! 
which they say favours the 
mg party. 
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German threat to scupper currency pact 


Sarah Helm 

Brussels 

A growing power battle between 
Germany and other Europea a- 
countnes over who lays down the law 
for the single currency could prevent 
agreement in December on a crucial 
system of budget rules and sanctions. 

It had been expected that a long- 
awaited “stability pact”, containing 
rules for governing the use of the 
euro, would be signed at the Dublin 
summit in December. 

However, European finance 
ministers, meeting in Brussels 
yesterday, failed to decide what 
those laws should be. The ministers 


were also far from deciding what 
European body should enforce the 
laws. Jean Arthtiis, the French 
finance minister, has proposed 

for" a new Informal ^economic 
government” to be called a “stability 
council" 

The council would operate as a 
“G7-styIe dub”, modelled on the 
Group of Seven industrial countries, 
and consisting of only states inside 
the ssogle currency. 

Creation of such an exclusive 
new political club would have seri- 
ous implications for Britain, which 
would be excluded it it “opts out”. 
Yesterday Kenneth Clarke, the 


Chancellor, said he was “Very scep- 
tical " about the idea of such a “dis- 
creet dub" which could create new 
division between those inside eco- 
nomic and monetary union (EMU) 
and those outside. 

The creation of a stability pact and 
stability council are the single most 


and a delay will raise questions 
about the determination of member 
states to proceed. 

Germany, which first proposed a 
“stability pact" a year ago, wants the 
rules for budgetary discipline to be 
as strict as possible in order to en- 
sure that the euri> is as strong as the 
mark. Without firm evidence that its 


partners will keep their spending un- 
. der control, Helmut Kohl, the Ger- 
man Chancellor, fears he may be 
unable to sell the single currency to 
his own public. A senior German of- 
ficial said: “It is vital that our gov- 
ernment achieves the results it wants. 
Without an effective stability pact the 
German public will not be con- 
vinced." 

German frustration with the lax- 
ity of rules currently being pro- 
posed has pushed Bonn to threaten 
to opt out of the current negotiations 
altogether, by seeking tougher deals 
with only those countries who qual- 
ify to join at a later date. Such deals 
would be done outside the terms of 


the Maastricht Treaty. Germany has 
underpinned its threat by saying it 
has legal advice that it has the pow- 
er to go it alone, should other mem- 
ber states not toe its line. 

However, most other EU member 
states, including Britain, hope that 
Bonn's hard line is a bargaining 
threat- Germany's stance would 
place them in an unacceptable 
economic straight-jacket, they say. 

Under the complex system of 
rules for the stability pact now on the 
table each country inside EMU 
must accept a sliding scale of fines 
if it allows its budget deficit to rise 
above 3 per cent of gross domestic 
product Exemptions can be made 


for countries in “exceptional cir- 
cumstances” - for example, if they 
have suffered a natural disaster. 

Exemptions can also be made in cas- 
es of 3 severe economic downturn. 
Germany's prune demand is that the 
“severe economic downturn" be de- 
fined far more tightfy than the Com- 
mission or its partners can accept. 
German)' is also demanding stricter 
rules for enforcement of lines against 
countries which let their budget 
deficits slip out of line. 

As other member states tocuscd 
on German demands ycsier Jay. Mr 
Clarke, found himself obliged to 
justify 1 to Euro- sceptics back home 
his repeated support for a stability 


pact. Critics say the pact would 
force Britain, should it stgn up, to an 
unprecedented transfer of sovereign 
powers. Public spending and tax 
would in future he scrutinised by 
Brussels and the government would 
be fined if it stepped out of line. 

However, Mr Clarke yesterday 
countered that the stability pact can 
only be good for Britain as it aims 
to ensure sound ccnnomie manage- 
ment, which is already part of gov- 
ernment policy. 

The pact would help keep Euro 
interest rates down, and this could 
only be good lor Britain whether it 
is “ro" or “out" of the single currency, 
said the Chtinccllor. 


EU auditors expose 
‘dodgy’ £3bn payouts 


Muslims' return to their village triggers gunfight 


Katherine Butler 

Brussels 

The HU’S spending watchdog 
will today slam European gov- 
ernments for mishandling at 
least £3bn in taxpayers' money 
last year. For the second year 
running, the European Court of 
Auditors will announce that it 
cannot certify the legality and 
regularity of EU payments - to- 
talling £55bn - because it has 
found so many discrepancies. 

The court estimates that al- 
most 6 per cent of all payments 
from the 1995 budget were 
subject to “substantial and se- 
rious" error. 

The court's audit revealed 
that the transactions underlying 
tbe payments for the financial 
year contained too many errors 
for the court to be able to pro- 
vide global positive assurance as 
to the legality and regularity of 
the transactions concerned”, it 
concludes. 

Fraud is involved. But the au- 
ditors also blame a mix of 
waste, mismanagement and 
sloppy controls or lax applica- 
tion of the rules by member 
states, particularly In the two 
biggest spending areas: region- 
al or social grants and agricul- 
ture. which together account for 
75 per cent of payments. 

“What we are saying is that 
paymeots of the order of £3bn 
were dodgy. We are decidedly 
unhappy about the handling of 
those sums. If the auditor of a 
private company entered this 


reservation in the annual ac- 
counts, there would be uproar 
among the shareholders,” one 
senior court official said .yes- 
terday. 

The harsh judgment appears 
to give British critics a further 
stick with which to beat tbe 
Brussels bureaucracy. But the 
report is more an indactment of 
national administrations. 

The auditors found that 90 
per cent of the errors relating 
to payments were in member 

Tf these were 
the accounts of a 
private company 
there would be 
uproar among 
shareholders’ 


states, not in Brussels. Fre- 
quently, it was at the level of lo- 
cal or regional organisations 
who were found to be dishing 
out cash to schemes which were 
ineligible for funding. 

Farmers were given money 
for setting aside non-existent 
fields or ibr owning herds of 
non-existent cows or sheep. 
Even £3ra from a fund to help 
governments combat farm, 
fraud went missing because of 
lax controls, the auditors say. 

Denmark paid out £I2m in 


EU subsidies to exporters of 
cheese to Iran who were not en- 
titled to claim it- The notorious 
olive o3 regime which benefits 
Itafy, Spain, Greece, JFlance 
and Portugal is once again cit- 
ed for its total absence of reli- . 
able controls. 

The auditors are scathing 
about the operation of tbe Ell's 
vast social fund which has dis- 1 
burned £22bn since 1993: it re-- ; 
quizes an urgent overhaul the 
auditors say. i 

In Greece, a state body re- 
ceived subsidies for a retraining 1 
scheme for the unemployed. 
The money was spent on train- 
ing civil servants who could 
not legally be dismissed. 

Re^ooal funding also fell vic- 
tim to a number of scams: a rur- 
al tourism scheme in Spain 
involved the spending of 
£200,000 on the renovation of 
a building. The auditors dis- 
covered that the building was in 
fact a weekend retreat for 
someone who was not even a lor 
cal resident. 

Another scheme in Spain in- 
volved the fitting out of a build- 
ing for the breeding of par- 
tridges and rabbits to develop 
hunting in the area. The inves- 
tigators found that £30,000 had 
been spent on refurbishing 
apartments for people running 
tneproject 

Tne Court of Auditors is 
obliged to deliver a “statement 
of assurance” on the annual ac- 
counts under new rules written 
into the Maastricht Tfreaty. 




Bosnian Muslim women w&ffing, after their attempt led government forces trading gunfire. West of 
to return return home to the Serb-held village of Tuzla, near KQuc, government experts have un- 
Gajevi, near Tuzla, ended with Serb and Muslim earthed 244 corpses from one of Bosnia's 


biggest mass graves. The bodies of Muslim civil- 
ians killed by rebel Serbs were found in a cave 
last month. Photograph: Almir Amaui/ Reuter 
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Mary Defevsky 

Paris 

France’s first branch of Crazy 
George's, the British-owned 
furniture and domestic appli- 
ance chain, has had to dose af- 
ter only two days of trading 
amid a storm of political criti- 
cism over its sales methods. The 
store, which targets customers 
on low incomes and offers easy 
but expensive credit, opened lost 


Saturday in BotMgny, a poor sub- 
urb to the east of Pans. 

After a swoop by trading stan- 
dards officers last Sunday, the 
Economy Ministry announced 
that the store would dose for an 
indefinite period. Hie ministry 
made it dear that the store had 
not been barred from trading, 
merely “advised” to improve 
the labelling of its prices. 

A spokesman for the store 
said it would alter the labels to 


comply with all official re- 
quirements. The particular 
complaint was that the small 
weekly repayment sum ap- 
peared on the label in big fig- 
ures, with the retail price m 
smaller figures and the total 
credit cost, which could be 
twice or three times the retail 
price, even smaller underneath. 

Crazy George’s specialises in 
giving credit on household 
goods to people who might 


otherwise be unable to afford 
them, inducting those on low 
pay or benefit. It offers a form 
of hire purchase, under which 
the customer makes small 
weekly or monthly repayments 
over a protracted period. Hie 
purchase remains the property 
of the company for the duration 
of the kran and may be returned . 
(by the customer), or taken 
back (by the store) for default. 

The difficulty, seized on by 


French peditidans across the po- 
litical spectrum, is that die re- 
payment schedule may make 
the goods two or even three 
times more expensive than if 
bought outright Examples in- 
cluded a washing machine for 
Fr46aweek(£5^1) > retaflpifce 
Fr3,170 (£377), credit price 
fi7,176 (£854j.. 

. In Britain, where there are al- 
ready more than 50 such stores 
and hire purchase is common, 


hi jRrance, however, where medi- 
onHerm credit is less common 
and less respectable, the teens 
at Gary George's were decried 
as sodally unjust and immoral. 

Just how much ofan issue the 


what the- rich pay". Haeright-of- 
centre Economy Minister, Jean 
Aithuis, said it ^passed the 
bounds of decently”. A GauIBst 
minister, Eric Raoul t, said it 
would marginalise the poor into 
particular shops and make' their 

— a.iw .niHwamWlt • 




from the standing of its tzirics. 
The leader of the Socialist Par- 
ty, Lionel Jospin, spoke of the 
‘‘scandal of shops for the poor 
where they hare to pay twice 


Hading standards officials 
have stressed that hire pur- 
chase as practised by Crazy 
George's is not illegal in Ranee, 
nor is the interest rate, at around 


German 
austerity 
threatens 
fighter jet 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 

German penury is endangering 
Europe's largest joint arms pro- 
ject - the construction of a new 
generation of multi-purpose 
combat aircraft in Britain, Ger- 
many, Italy and Spain. 

It was revealed yesterday that 
the Bonn Defence Ministry, 
which has just lost DNOXhn 
(£S0.6m) from its budget, has no 
funds set aside for placing a firm 
order for the aircraft next year, 
when preparations for produc- 
tion are to begin. Britain and 
Spain are already committed to 
Eurofighter, but Germany has 
yet to confirm that it wants to buy 
'ISO of the single-seat twin- 
□gined jets. 

Finances ore tight, a De- 
fence Ministry spokesman said 
yesterday. “We have no room 
for manoeuvre" Asked about 
the medium-term outlook, he 
stated: “We must wait and see”. 

Alarmed by the prospect of 
a German about-turn, Britain’s 
Prime Minister, John Major, last 
week wrote to Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl pleading for his sup- 
port But as Bonn slashes back 
its expenditure in an effort to 
qualify for monetary union, the 
other great European project is 
sliding down the list of priorities. 
An assurance by the Finance 
Minister, Theo Waigel, thatEu- 
rofigbter would be funded was 
dismissed by the budgetary ex- 
pert of one of the governing par- 
ties as an “April fool’s joke". 

Eurofighter was to replace 
the 40-year-old Phantom jets 
which saw Germany through the 
Cold War. With no obvious en- 
emy in sight, however, even 
some members of the govern- 
ment are wavering in their 
fondness for what the opposi- 


tion Social Democrats call an 
“expensive luxury” 

Germany has invested 
DM6. 5bn in research, and 
4 0,000 jobs are estimated to 
depend on the project, mainly at 
Dasa, the aeronautics division of 
Daimler-Benz. According to the 
financial daily Handehbhui , Dasa 
dropped its price last week from 
DM26bn to 23obn, but still 
came away empty handed. 

The company also wanted the 
government to guarantee 
DM6.9bn leading up to the 
start of production in 2001, but 
again to no avail. Dasa, with a 
30 per cent stake in the project, 
is the second largest construc- 
tor, after British Aerospace 
which holds 37 5 per cent. Al- 
together, 620 jets are to be built 
for the four nations. 

At a time when even unem- 
ployment benefits are being 
cut, it is hard for the govern- 
ment to justify buying the air- 
craft. The Defence Ministry, the 
department hardest hit by this 
year’s austerity budget, has 
more immediate problems. 
Tanks lie idle because there is 
□o money for repairs,-#nd the 
pfennigs are being scraped to- 
gether for the Bundeswehr’s 
first mission abroad - to Bosnia. 

Germany is to decide later 
this month whether it can 
bankroll the project Britain 
and the other partners are brac- 
ing themselves for the worst 

“1 am sure Eurofighter is not 
heading for the rocks,” Britain's 
Secretary of State for Defence, 
Michael Poitfilo, insisted yes- 
terday, while conceding that 
delay was possible. “We would 
greatly regret a delay to Eu- 
rofighter, which would be dam- 
aging but not fatal" he said. 
Which is what the Germans have 
been saying all along. 
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More than a million people are desperately fleeing the 
fighting in Zaire. We urgently need to act now to avoid a 
horrendous loss of life. 

Clean water, food, medical supplies and shelter are 
desperately needed. Red Cross volunteers are well placed 
to provide aid throughout Zaire, Burundi and Rwanda. 
The British Red Cross is organising the supply of 
emergency water equipment and medical supplies into 
the crisis zone. We need your help to pay for this and other 
urgentlv-necdcd jid. 

Phone now to give your donation or complete the 
coupon below. Please give as much as you can, just £25 will 
help provide an entire family with food and dean water. 
Your money can help the Red Cross save lives. 

Please call now with vonr credit card donation. 

0345 315 315 

QUOTUG REFERENCE 3427 

Or you can mb d a cheque or postal order with the coupon below. 

+ British Red Cross 

Caring for people in crisis 

_ FjKnfcnJChjnft No taw 

I enclose a cheque, postal older I payable la Britfch Red Cnwl far 

□ £250* DetO O £35 O £25 Other£ 

Or pltwdtWm Vbj %trecftiiid.'Anw.s/D«nmCIub/SKUchCanl 


Today s date . 

Mr .’ Mr*/ Mbs/ Ms . 


Signature . 
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Swans enjoy a short winter cruise 


be able to reopen when, its •*- . 

bels are considered sattsfeettajf : 
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discrepancy between the rag; . ' : 
of a fridge bought over tiutgk.-v. 
years and one bought outrig&t 
b unfikefy to deter those wh8\ ' •%;- f ■ 
deed a fridge now and: fox 
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Russians say 
US breached 
spy etiquette 

Russia's Foreign Intelligence 
Service skid the US broke 
“rawiitten rules” ty giving 
an ex-spy a visa and arresting 
him when he arrived in 
America. It also offered to 
bail Vladimir Gallon, accused 
bv the FBI of spying on the 


The Russians say Mr GaUan, 
arrested in New York last . 
month, was entrapped, since 
the US knew of his espionage 
background when he was 
given a visa. AP — Moscow 


Jews converge 
m Hebron 

Jews protesting at a planned 
troop redeployment flocked 
to Hebron after a phone call 
by Benjamin Netanyahu, the 
Prime Minister, to Yasser 
Azafot failed to break the 
deadlock in talks on its 
future. Ultra-Orthodox Jews 
marched to the Ibmb of the 
Patriarches, sacred to 
Muslins and Jews: A 
seminarian said: ‘The people 
feel that this may be the last 
time they can visit Hebron.” 
AP-Hebron 


Lithuania did 


Malaysia expdsQ; 
more E Timor - 
protesters :: 

Malaysia deported the Id .gi. 
remaining foreigner who 
came for a short-lived- ■, 
conference bn East Ti mor at .. 
theweekend and freed from " : 
jail nine other human-rights_. - 
activists and two journalists. , •• 
The conference, held before 
today’s anniversary of the 
1991 killing by Indonesian . 
troops of ft demonstrators 
in East Timor's capital Dili, 
was broken up by protesters . , 
from a youth group' allied to 
the Malaysian government. . 
Thirty*ix foreign activists 
were expelled on Sunday. 
Reuter- Kuala Lumpur 
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Olaf Niess, the Swan Father of Hamburg, with swans on Aister lake in the etty. He and his helpers round them up each 
year to take them to winter quarters, and they are brought back in spring Photograph: Michael Probst/ AP 


Lithuania's Conservatives, 
led byVytaatas Landsbergis, 
hero of 1991 ‘s-independeace 
.struggle, routedijhe> ^ 
governing ek-Clfimmrausts in . 
a mwrff poftJThe ,. • 

Conservatives won 70 of the 
137 seals; the ex-Commnnists 
got 12. AlP - V3nius . .. 

Fbpereadyto 
receive Oakro 

The Pope will receive Cuba’s 
President Castro if be asks to 
meet during his visit to Rome 
this week for a UN, food 
summit; die Vatican said. It 
would be their first meeting * 
and could lead toapapal trip 
to Cuba. AP- Rome 


Neolithic 
treasure bust 

Two Greeks were arrested . 
after being fou- id with a • 

5,000-ycar-old collection of - - 
31 unique Neolithic day 
statuettes in their car. Police 
said they detained the two ' 

men during a highway patrol 

check along the counby*S - : . 
main north-south highway. 
Archaeologists said zOof ihc 
. day female fi^mne&werei. 
intact and all are believed to . 
have been stolen from digs in 
the Adiaia region of the . 
Pdoponncse,4£~/4*«K^ 

Chatteri^to " 

bareallinJfepan 

Japan, a nation where - 
poraography^frqely 
available, gets a dianoe later 
this month to read an 
UHcensored version of Lady ., 
ChatterUy’s Lam for the first 
time in 46 years. The 
Shmchosha publishing house: 
said that a full Japanese 
translation of Lawrence’s - 
dassic, including passages 
still officially banned, would 
be available on bookshelves 
on 30 November. In 1950 the 
Japanese Supreme Court - 
found a complete Japanese 
translation of the author’s 
book obscene and ordered 
about 80 pages of love scenes 
to be deleted. 

Reuter- Tbkyo 


Hell’s Angels on murder charge 


Jan Olsen 

Associated Press - 

Four HeD's Angels members and two 
supporters listened motionless as 
charges were read yesterday in their 
trial for one of the most stunning mur- 
ders in the Nordic biker war. 

The six men are charged with mur- 
der in the shooting in March of Uffe 
Larsen, a member of the rival Ban di- 
dos motorcycle gang, at the interna- 
tional airport in Copenhagen. Three 
other Bandidos were wounded in the 
shooting and another in an attack the 
same day at Oslo airport m Norway. 

Until the airport shootings, most of 
the attacks in the gang feud had tak- 


en place at or near the bikers' rural 
clubhouses. But in the past eight 
months, attacks have increasingly burst 
out in heavily populated areas, rasing 
fears that bystanders would be caught 
in the violence. 

Those attacks have included a shoot- 
ing outride the main post office in 
downtown Oslo and the anti-tank 
grenade attack last month on the 

teas, in which flvcTpeopIe were killed 
and 17 imured. At least nine people 
have died and 46 have been wounded 
in the three-year feud. 

The murder trial is being held amid 
intense security. The six defendants 
were led into the Eastern High Court 


by police carrying sub-machine guns 
and wearing bullet-proof jackets. No 
one with a criminal record was aflowed 
into the courtroom and spectators, 
journalists and other observers were 
body-searched before entry. 

The defendants, who cannot be 
named under a court order, had not 
seen each other since their arrests. 
They gave each other the characteris- 
tic bikers’ hug as they met up in the 
courtroom. “Yon look great,” one 
biker told another. 

Heavily armed pohde officers sur- 
rounded the down-town court braid- . 
ing while marksmen were spotted on 
nearby roofs. One street alongside the 
court was closed and parking around 




the courthouse will be forbidden be- 
cause of fear of car bombs. 

Bitte Dyrberg, for the prosecution, 
said the six men “plotted and conspired 
hanriade’’. The Safler of Mr Larsen has 
not been identified yet and the pros- 
ecution will try to convince the 12-man 
jmy tint the bDoos should be sentenced 
as a group, not as individuals. If found 
guilty, the ax face up to life in prison. 

Sixty-nine people are scheduled to 
take the stand, mdnding a non-biker 
considered the key witness. The wit- 
ness tried to avoid making a court ap- 
pearance because he was scared try 

threats from the Hell’s Angels, but the 

Supreme Cou rt rul ed in September An armed poHoeman outside the 
that he must testify. court yesterday Photograp 
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As a social and ethical bank, Trio das lends 
only to projeas and enleiprises with positive 
environmental and social value. 

Like organic farms and food producers, work- 
ing to develop a viable, environmentally friendly 
alternative to intensive farming. Free of .chemical 
contaminants, hormonal and genetic interference, 
producing food of assured quality and safety. - 
By saving with us at competitive rates of return, 
you are also supporting a sustainable future. Ttiodos 
Bank - the positive choice. 



Please send me more information about 
I Triodos Bank savings accounts. No stamp required, 

| Mr/Mrs/Ms/Mias ■ ■ 

j Address ' 

I — 

I Postcode Tel 


| Triodos @ Bank '■ 

j The bank for ethical savers. I I M 

| FREEPOST BS9292, BRISTOL BSS 3BR . 


Brunei House. The Promenade, Clifton, Bristons^N^STonTST^S^S^S 


973 9303 
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Can’t we leave schools to the local councils? 


T iTJlT*,”? Agency for Schools 
is reacfy to launch a takeover bid 
- not for the world, but for the 
nation’s schools, which is a good * art 
Gone would be any discretion for the 
much-maligned local education author- 
no : F ° r § et politicians interfer- 
ing in school financial affair. Head 
teachera would instead receive their 
money from on high. Local authorities 
would have little left to do. And if the 
Agenty had its way, the cash would be 
allocated by a neat national funding, 
formula with no account taken of local 
preferences. Citing the mess local man- 
agement has made of some schools, 
and the variation in education funding 
across the country, supporters of a 
nationalised funding system can claim 
to be proposing a fairer and more ratio- 
nal approach all round. 

But what would happen to local 
oversight of an inherently local service? 
Again, supporters of the funding 
agency approach would argue that 
roughly 90 per cent of the funding of 
schools is not at the local council's dis- 
cretion anyway - it is entirely at the dis- 
posal of the governing body, and the 
head as the governors’ chief executive. 
Parents, it is argued, can express their 
views direct to governors, many of 
whom also have children at the school. 
Local councils, by contrast, are not 
always responsive to angry parents, 
even when they threaten to vote them 
out. 


But the fact is that local councillors, 
however unresponsive, are nearer to 
home than a national funding agency. 
If the local authority screws up or gets 
its priorities wrong, local voters know 
who to blame and who to complain to. 
And politicians, anxious about their 
vote at the next council election, have 
at least an incentive to listen. Anony- 
mous national, bureaucrats, tucked 
away in an office in London, have no 
reason to listen to parents at ail -if par- 
ents can even work out who and where 
they are. 

Gone, too, would be the scope for 
local prioritising. People who want to 
invest heavily in nursery education at 
the expense (for example) of local 
leisure facilities, will be denied that 
choice. At the moment some £70Gm is 
allocated by local education authorities 
to schools, over and above the mini- 
mum prescribed by government, be- 
cause people in certain areas decide 
that that is how they want their money 
spent. 

. It is not only democracy that is at 
stake here. There is no necessary trade- 
off between local democracy and effi- 
cien<y. Quite the reverse. A single 
funding formula for schools, which 
takes no account of local variations and 
peculiarities, will not work. In some 
regions, for example, the schools on the 
top of the hills may need more cash 
than those at the bottom - for beating 
and transport How would national for- 
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mulae account for that? 

A fair and efficient allocation of cash 
between schools will require an awful 
lot of local knowledge, not a simple 
national formula, lo do it properly the 
national agency would have to leave its 
London sanctuary and move out into 
the communities that its decisions 
affect In other words, it would have to 
replicate the functions that local coun- 
cils perform, only in a much less 
accountable way. 

Nor can decisions about funding be 
separated from thorny questions about 
welfare. Placing a difficult child who 
has been excluded from several schools 


already will have implications for 
resources. So, too, will rescuing a fail- 
ing school. These functions would 
require pooled local resources, under 
the auspices of one or another agency 
- when we already have local councils 
to carry out these roles. 

Worst of all, depriving local author- 
ities of the freedom to fund denies 
them the option of developing new ini- 
tiatives. If we are to accelerate educa- 
tional achievement, we need to inspire 
the whole community to take part. 

Of course, we should not kid our- 
selves that local education authorities 
are the fount of goodness and excel- 


lence. Far from it. Educational havoc 
was inflicted on Britain's schools in 
large measure by enthusiastic local 
education authority advisers: abolition 
of streaming, the destruction of com- 
petitive sport, the dominance of pro- 
gressive teaching methods. These atti- 
tudes are changing, but they are 
changing slowly, and the besi bulwark 
against backsliding is continuing pres- 
sure from parents on standards" 

Consider, too, the mess that certain 
local authorities have made of the 
schools in their area. Calderdale local 
education authority failed to stop the 
complete collapse of discipline and 
morale in the Ridings school in Hali- 
fax. Meanwhile petty personality poli- 
tics on Hackney Council left the' child- 
ren at Hackney Downs school in limbo 
while different factions bickered about 
whether to close ir or not. 

Nevertheless, bad management and 
bad decisions are not the prerogative 
of local institutions. National govern- 
ment is equally capable of making 
horrendous mistakes. At least if power 
is devolved to a local, democratic level, 
it is more accountable, and can tap into 
local experience too. 

All this means that the true devol- 
ution of power is to schools and par- 
ents. But some matters - some aspects 
of the distribution of the cash, but also 
occasional emergency intervention - 
are best provided by a local authority 
whose staff understand the people and 


the area. National government should 
set standards targets through tests. It 
should prescribe a core curriculum. It 
should ensure that the quality of 
trained teachers is satisfactory. And 
then it should leave local people to 
deliver in the way they see fit, inter- 
vening only if things go seriously wrong. 
Local democracy and local adminis- 
tration need reform and revival: if 
they are trampled Into the dirt, we will 
all regret the loss. 


A lesson for the 
golden boy 

G olden-haired golden boy David 
Willetts got his wrist smacked yes- 
terday for a memo proposing that the 
cash-for-questions inquiry be delayed 
by the Toiy MPs on the members* inter- 
ests committee. Tut, tut, Mr Willetts: 
manipulating parliamentary standards 
for party political gain isn’t really on. 

His excuse? According to Tory MPs. 
the man is a little bear of exceeding 
large brain, who has tittle experience 
of such earthly matters, so we should 
forgive him his Transgression. Hardly. 
Mr Willetts has learnt the hard way 
that, in politics at least. you are not sup- 
posed to commit all your splendid 
thoughts to paper. Otherwise your 
egg-head ends up with egg on its face. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Blame UN for 
Dutch fiasco 
in Bosnia 

Sir I must take issue with Robert 
Fisk (“Dutch courage is a disgrace 
to the United Nations", 7 Novem- 
ber) for criticism of Dutch UN 
peacekeepers in their Mure to 
defend Srebrenica. 

Just before the safe areas were 
created, five member states in the 
Security Council (Pakistan, 

Djibouti, Morocco, Venezuela and 
Cap Verde) wanted Muslim 
enclaves to be liberated by force. 
The five veto powers were against 
such an idea. It was May 1993, In 
the first mouths of the Clinton 
presidency, and although specialists 
in the State Department 
desperately urged him to act, foe' 
President would not get involved. 
But at the time, CNN television was 
focused on Bosnia, and eventually 
the decision to create safe areas was. 
made by a council desperate for 
something to be done. - - 
The procedure for the creation 
of safe areas is outlined in detail in 
the Geneva Conventions of 1949. - 
The safety of such areas is 
dependent on demilitarisation, 
without which they are not safe. 

The conventions stipulate 
agreement from both sides, a 
timetable and inspection 
mechanisms and a full range of 
military resources. In Bosnia, the 
council ignored this. 

When researching a book I 
interviewed Lt-Gen Lais-Eric 
Wahlgren of Sweden, who told me 
of arable he sent to the Council 
before the safe areas resolution was 
passed, in which he pleaded that the 
policy be reconsidered. The areas, 
without being demilitarised or i 

defended, would surely foil. Even , 

with foe necessary agreements on 
the ground, the safe areas would 
need an extra 34.000 troops. 

The Wahlgren cable was ignored 
and the Security Council approved 
the resolution. Other commanders 
thought the idea was folly - the safe 
areas would never be viable.. They 
were right- The blue helmets found 
it hardto keep their own lifelines . 
open, let alone protect people 
under siege. - - 

The resolution on safe areas was 
approved before their perimeters, 
troop numbers, rules of . 
engagement, the precise role of 
Nato and dose air support were 
agreed. In the hours leading up to 
the fall of Srebrenica, there wore 
1,500 Serbs approaching with 
rocket launchers and tanks. There 
were 400 Dutch peacekeepers, who 
were running out of ammunition 
and marooned between the two 
sides. They had no artillery and 
little fuel for their armoured 
personnel -carriers. 

The stories of the three great 
tragedies of Somalia. Bosnia and - 
Rwanda have somehow become 
divorced from the decisions taken 
inthe Security Council -decisions 
which have made a dedsive 
difference for millionstrf people. 

The mistakes made in the council 
have been too quickly foaregarded. 

To blame peacekeepers for . 
civilian casual ties shows a disregard 
for the integrity of the historical 
record. The focus should be on the 
Council and ah increased scrutiny 
of Britain’s role within iL 
At the end of the article, Fisk 
asks: “Aren’t soldiers occasionally 
expected to fight, even todjeT 7 The 
answer apparently is no, not for 
UN peacekeeping. We are told that 
one of the lessons Of Somalia is that 

Peace isnot worth tbtlhtesof . 
peacekeepers, 

LINDA MELVERN • ^ - • 

London N16.. . Y ; . 
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UK is sweatshop 
of Europe 

Sir: The European Commission’s 
Cohesion Report painted a 
devastating picture of the UK’s 
economy (“EU says Britons fall 
into poverty faster", 7 November ). 
The report's poverty figures are 
already out of date. 

More recent figures, newly 
available to the Commission, 
indicate that os many as 25 per 
I cent of British households five 
under the poverty line, lifting the 
UK to equal first in the EU 
poverty league alongside 
Portugal. . 

However, your report failed to 
highlight the fact that while UK 

growth has been emplqymem- 
ui tensive, other countries have had 
afaster growth rate. In the UK 
today workers work longer hours 
for lower pay and they do so less 
productively than their European 
counterparts — a further indication 
that the UKis the sweatshop of 
Europe. 

The Conservative government's 
privatisation programme and its 
insistence on pushing forward its 
deregulation agenda at every nun 
has increased the disparities 
between both regions and social , 
groups; 

The report confirms what many 
of us have known for some time - 
that sociaLcohesion is breaking 
down in the UK- and cites foe UK 
as an example of a dual economy. It 
sin g le s out several, of the UK’s old 
industrial regions as examples of 
zero or negative employment 
growth - namely the West 
Midlands, Merseyside and South . 
Yorkshire. : : . . 

.’Labour's proposals for a 
decentralised regional policy will at 


Last start to close the gaps and use 
EU funding more effectively to 
build economic and social cohesion 
both within and between regions of 
foe UK 

ARLENE McCarthy mep 
(Peak District, Lab) 

Glossop. Derbyshire 


Yard denies issue 
of Stagg photo 

Sir: Your article “Deeply suspect” 
(November 5), is misleading. 

Ai no stage did Scotland Yard 
issue a photograph of Colin Stagg. 

It is not foe police who 
determine “cause of death". It is 
foe pathologist acting for the 

coroner following a post-mortem 
examination. In foe case of Wayne 
Douglas, the findings were that he 
died of a heart condition. 

At no time following the 
shooting of IRA terrorist Diarmuid 
O’Neill did we imply that there had 
been a ‘ "shoot-oat". In fact, we 
cautioned the media against using 
- such terms and onr own early 
statement said “shots fired during 
foe morning’s operation were fired 
by police”. 

Your own journalists make foil 
use of our expensive, over- 
stretched 24-hour press bureau 
service, and I find it extraordinary 
that you are so critical of ic My 
press officers would certainly 
welcome fewer calls. 

SARAH CULLUM 
Director of Public Affairs 
Metropolitan PoBce 
London SW1 


| Sir It is unacceptable for Paul 
Donovan (“Deeply Suspect”, 5 
November) to claim that BBC l’s 
Crimewaich UK can “perpetrate 
injustice" on the strength of foe 
subjective opinion of a fellow 
journalist 

Cnmewatch UK goes to great 
lengths to ensure accuracy when 
reproducing known events for its 
reconstructions. All information 
phoned in to the programme, of 
whatever status, is passed on to the 
relevant police investigation team, 
and is then carefully sifted before 
any action is taken. 

SEETHA KUMAR 

Series producer, “ Cnmewatch UK” 

BBC 

London W12 


Offshore future 
I for wind turbines 

Sin The debate about wind power 
is never a dull one. John 
Etherington (letter, 6 November) is 
concerned about British uplands 
being covered in wind turbines. 

The technology for wind power is 
moving very quickly at present and 
more powerful turbines are coining 
on to foe market with no increase 
in height From foe early years of 
the next century it is predicted that 
an increasing proportion of 
developments would be offshore. 

In independent surveys over the 
past five years, foe public 
consistently comes out in favour of 
wind power, with an average 
support rate of 70-85 per cent 
Where surveys have been carried 


out before and after a wind farm 
has been built, local community 
support for the scheme often 
increases. 

Mr Etherington and myself 
agree on one thing- foal a 
thorough energy efficiency 
programme could dramatically cut 
CO? emissions. But energy 
efficiency is only one side of foe 
equation. We still need to find non- 
polluting ways to generate 
electricity in the first place. 

TRICIA ALLEN 
Friends of the Earth 
London N1 


Fisher’s plan to 
breach the Baltic 

Sir Your article of 6 November 
relates how Churchill planned to 
buoy up battleships with air bags to 
get them into foe Baltic. Churchill 
was recycling the “Baltic Project" 
inherited from foe previous war. 

Admiral Fisher, first Sea Lord 
up to 1915, when Churchill was 
First Lord of foe Admiralty, 
dreamed up special heavy ships 
with shallow draught to gel into foe 
Baltic to intercept shipping, seize 
islands and attack Germany's 
northern coast His ideas, unlike 
Churchill’s, actually became 
hardware, though it was not used 
for its original purpose. 

In 1915 Fisher's three 
extraordinary ships were laid down; 
Glorious , Furious and Courageous. 
inevitably nicknamed Curious, 
Spurious and Outrageous. Each bad 
naif a battleship's armament, 
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unprecedented speed (33 knots), 
armour unworthy of a light cruiser 
and draught shallow enough (25 
feet) to penetrate foe Baltic safety 
without foe benefit of balloons. 

The abandonment of the Baltic 
Project left them with attitude but 
no role. After odd experiments 
they were rebuilt as aircraft 
carriers, in which capacity they 
were able to cany more aircraft 
(52) than any RN carrier until the 
Ark Ray'd! of 1938. Two were lost 
early m the Second Wtar. but 
Furious, which had launched on air 
strike against Zeppelin sheds in 
191 S, survived to attack the Tirpitz 
in 1944. 

An all-wise government has 
finally solved this problem by 
reducing the Navy to such a 
limited collection of relatively 
small ships that today none would 
find any difficulty in getting into 
the Baltic. 

DAVID COLEMAN 
Oxford 


Vichy in Quebec 

Sin Commenting on the Roux 
affair (7 November), you write that 
I during foe Second World War n 
■‘some members of Quebec's 
francophone majority initially (ray 
italics) were more sympathetic to 
the collaborationist Vichy regime 
in France than to the Allies”. 

I worked for a month in 
Montreal in September 1951. One 
of the best-sellers that autumn, * 
prominently displayed in eveiy 
francophone bookshop, was 
entitled Petain avail raison - and it 
had nothing to do with his 
achievements in World War I. 
LordMONSON 
House of Lords 
London SKI 


Tag of honour 
for tearaways 

Sin Your report on the 
Government's plans to extend 
electronic monitoring to juvenile 
offenders (“Electronic tags for 
children”. 9 November) looks like 
another penal policy fiasco in the 
making. 

Following foe failure of 
experiments in their use with adult 
offenders, what possible grounds 
are there for applying these gizmos 
lo those you term “teenage " 
tearaways who vandalise and 
terrorise communities"? If 
anything, the tag will become a 
badge of honour. 

It is true that in Sweden - foe 
only other European country to 
have imported foe technology from 
Amer ica - lagging has encountered 
far fewer problems than has been 
the case in Britain. This is 
principally because the Swedes 
regard foe tag as a back-up to soda] 
work intervention, not as foe be-all 
and end-all. 

STEPHEN SHAW 
Director 

Prison Reform Trust 
London EC1 

Sir The Government s plan to 
place young offenders under 
electronic monitoring is one of foe 
worst ideas yet to tackle youth 
crime. Ihjgging is a negative and 
stigmatising measure which is 
particularly unsuitable for 
juveniles. 

These young people will have to 
attend school with a lag attached to 
their wrist or ankle branding them 
an offender. Some children mil 
undoubtedly hotel about their lag 
and adopt a “hard” image to live up 
to it. This is exactly the opposite of 
foe attitudes towards which wc are 
Crying to steer juvenile offenders. 

The resources should be devoted 
to strengthening constructive 
options such ns bail support 
programmes and intensive 
supervision schemes. 

PAUL CAVADrNO 

Chair. Pena! A ffairs Consortium 

London 5M9 


Life, the Universe 
and clever newts 

Sir: I am not surprised to see your 
news that the number 42 Is a key to 
understanding the universe (S 
November). Thai finally explains 
why the world is at sixes and sevens 
ana cverv problem is multiplying. 
TOM TTCKELL 
Londoru .V/9 

Sir As for any other physical 
constant, foe value ol the Hubble 
constant depends on foe units in 
which it is measured and 
astronomers, for convenience, use 
kilometres per second per 
megaparsec. That is noL a standard 
unit and it even contains an 
anthropomorphic element in that a 

paisec refers to the size of the 
earth's orbit around the sun. 
Therefore, to marvel at the 
significance of the number 42 for 
the value of the Hubble constant is 
nothing but numerology. 

Dr WERNER WEIGLHOFER 
Department of Mathematics 
Unh-mity of Glasgpiv 

Sir. The answer to “Why is foe 
answer to Life, foe Universe, and 
Everything the number 42?“ is to 
| be found in the old classic War nidi 
| the Nenis, by the Czech writer Karl 
Capek. The first calculation carried 
out by an intelligent newt is - 
surprise, surprise -6x7 = 42, 
BRUCE JACKSON 
Preston, 

Lancashire 
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Britain is 
feeling good 
again. . . 

Champagne sales are bubbling house prices are 
rising all’s right with the Chancellor’s world But 
will he reap the rewards, asks Diane Coyle 

N obody warns to 5 per cent a year ago to 4 per the recipients spend only a fifth 
describe what is cent now. Thanks to lower of their windfall, it will increase 
happening in the taxes, lower mortgage pay- consumer spending by I per 
economy as a ments and increased earnings cent, enough to take the econ- 
boom. Asweknow during the past 12 months, a omy beyond sustainable growth. 


N obody warns to 
describe what is 
happening in the 
economy as a 
boom. As we know 
too welL boom leads to bust and 
neither the Government nor 
businesses want the next reces- 
sion to cast its shadow before 
the last one has faded from 
memory. They would argue that 
Britain has gone beyond the ups 
and downs of the economic 
cycle to the promised land of 
stead}-, sustainable growth. 

So champagne sales are well 
up. House price increases in 
some parts of the country have 
reached double digits. Multi- 
media compute rs^ the late 
Nineties equivalent of the 
mobile phone, are walking off 
the shelves. Sales of women's 
designer clothes arc surging - 
even in Leeds, thanks to Harvey 
Nichols. But so far. this is just an 
encouraging recovery. 

The economic news could 
scarcely be better for the Con- 
servatives. Consumer confi- 
dence. the all-important indica- 
tor of how voters are feeling 
about the Government's han- 
dling of the economy. Ls at its 
highest level since 1988. Just as 
important, the housing market 
has recovered and is releasing 
hundreds of thousands of home- 
owners from negative equity. 

Only six months ago Ken- 
neth's Clarke's predictions of a 
recovery in the second half of 
the year looked like a figment 
of his cheery imagination. Then 
tax cuts coming into effect in 
April delivered the biggest one- 
off boost to spending power 
since Nigel Lawson's Budget in 
the pre-election year of 1986. 
Although the pundits described 
it at the time as a modest give- 
away. the Clarke lax cuts of 
JE3bn were bigger, adjusted for 
inflation, than the Lawson ones. 

Combined with a series of 
reductions in interest rates 
starting last December that 
have taken the cost of a mort- 
gage to the lowest level for 
nearly 3U years, the Chancellor 
successfully kick-started the 
recovery. At the same time, 
falling unemployment has 
taken earnings growth up from 


3 per cent a year ago to 4 per 
cent now. Thanks to lower 
taxes, lower mortgage pay- 
ments and increased earnings 
during the past 12 months, a 
dual- income couple on average 
earnings with a typical mort- 
gage now has about £200 a 
month in extra spending power. 

The houang market is where 
the effects have been most dra- 
matic. House prices were flat 
until the spring but in the space 
of six months house price infla- 
tion has climbed above 7 per 
cent. Sales of goods related to 
housing - furniture, carpets. 
DfY materials, consumer elec- 
tronics- have risen substantially. 

Higher spending power is 
spreading beyond these homely 
goods, however. Some of the 
classic signs of late- 1980s froth 
have returned to the economy. 
For example, monthly ship- 
ments of champagne have 
climbed above 10 million bot- 
tles, a 22 per cent increase on 
a year earlier. Sales of antiques 
at the Peter Jones store in 
Sloane Square have been “very 
substantial". Spending on eat- 
ing out is growing at a rate of 
30 per cent a year. 

Retail specialist Meg Abdy at 
the Henley Centre says there is 
general evidence of stronger 
sales of luxury goods. “The 
‘sod-if factor is creeping in. 
People are a hit more flush with 
cash and can't keep up the 
austerity any longer, she 
argues/Bany Turnbull, city 
centre manager for Newcastle 
agrees. “There are no bad 
weeks at the moment People 
are spending freely," he says. 

It is hard to see any reason 
why this momentum should 
evaporate, despite the straw in 
the wind of a quarter point rise 
in base rates a fortnight ago. fry 
rises arc accelerating as the 
number of jobless continues to 
fall - the official total is likely 
to get below 2 mini on by the end 
of the year. Competition 
between lenders will keep mon- 
gage costs low for some time. 

More significant will be the 
free shares given away by build- 
ing societies joining the stock- 
market in 1997. The value of the 
handout is put at £20hn. Even if 


the recipients spend only a fifth 
of their windfall, it will increase 
consumer spending by 1 per 
cent, enough to take the econ- 
omy beyond sustainable growth. 

Yet many retailers are keen 
to stress that we are not revis- 
iting the errors of the 1980s. 
According to Andrew Higgin- 
son, chairman of the British 
Retail Consortium's economic 
affairs committee and finance 
director of the Burton Group, 
reports of a boom are irre- 
sponsible. “Obviously, you can- 
not say it wifl never creep back, 
but the Chancellor has already 
raised interest rates to counter 
a mythical danger," he says. 

Thu same fear, of another 
increase in borrowing costs that 
would force them to raise mort- 
gage rates, is making the build- 
ing societies talk down the dan- 
ger of an unsustainable housing 
boom, even though some econ- 
omists predict house price infla- 
tion above 10 per cent next year. 

This is a wonderful dilemma 
for Mr Clarke. Either there is a 
steady recovery which requires 
him to do precisely nothing to 
deliver strong growth in con- 
sumer spending between now 
and May. Or there is a boom, 
and he can nudge up interest 
rates to look cautious while 
reaping any electoral benefits of 
the feel-good factor. Many 
experts do not think we will see 
a re-run of the late 1980s. David 
Miles, professor of economics at 
Imperial College, London, says 
one reason is that further tax 
cuts are off the agenda, both 
before and after the election. 
“We are looking at much more 
deep-seated fiscal problems 
than anyone perceived a decade 
ago," he says. 

Others remain sceptical 
about both the Government’s 
management of the economy 
and the credit they will get for 
it According to Professor 
Charles Bean of the London 
School of Economics: “It is dif- 
ficult to mismanage an upturn 
from a deep recession, and my 
hunch is Lhe electorate will think 
the economy has turned out well 
despite the Government. The 
real proof will be how well they 
manage the boom.” 
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. . .but what 

about the 
politicians? 

Labour is in a dilemma: how do they accept 
the boom without praising the Tories? 
Donald Macintyre has some advice 


IbMI J 





Consumer coup daw: dappers in Gateshead yesterday 


J ohn Major could scarcely have 
delivered a more upbeat message 
to the City in his Guildhall speech 
last night: 1997 would see the 
“most secure economic base for 
generations ...” Britain was “back in the 
first rank". There was a clear sub-text here; 
the feel-good factor is bade, and with it the 
prospects of a Tbry victory next year. 
What’s more, a lot of the hard figures back 
up his optimism. So how worried should 
Labour be that its rammanrling lead is 
about to slip away? 

On one analysis, not much. The polls 
show an unprecedented disjunction 
between economic optimism among the 
electorate and its willingness to vote Ibry. 

In the past, as economic prospects 
improved, people became more support- 
ive of the government That relationship 
has broken down. Last month’s MORI poll 
for The Times showed that the so-called 
economic optimism index had fallen from 
10 percent to only -1 per cent since the first 
half of the year. Yet the same poll still gave 
Labour an awe-inspiring 28-point lead. 

This has been worrying the Tories for 
months, and is usually attributed to the last- 
ing blow to Tory credibility suffered when 
Major was ignominious^ forced out of 
ERM in 1992. But it may also simply be 
that, having repeatedly told the voters that 
the recession was caused by international 
factors entirely beyond their control, min- 
isters are now having a hard time per- 
suading the same public that the recovery, 
by contrast, is all because of the brilliance 
of the Government 
Second, Labour is much less vulnerable 
to the charge that it would ruin an eco- 
nomic recovery through high taxes than it 
was before the 1992 election. Tony Blair 
and Gordon Brown have been zealous in 
shedding Labour’s tax-and-spend baggage. 
And as part of its softening-up process for 
the Budget Labour wfll this week start 
reminding the voters again how far taxes 
have gone up, before Clarke starts to bring 
them down again. 

Finally, there is a heretical but, to some, 
seductive argument that electors are more 
likely to vote Labour in an economic 
recovery than in a recession. In the Labour 
post-mortem examination after its 1992 
defeat, some of the then Shadow Chan- 
cellor John Smith's aides argued that vot- 
ers are more comfortable voting for redis- 
tribution when the country can afford it. 
This was rejected by Brown and Blair - and 
by John Smith, when he became Labour 
leader - as a distraction from what they, 
by contrast, saw as the central lesson of the 
1992 defeat the pari played in it by 
Labour's tax and spending commitments. 

Labour need not panic over the 
prospects of a steadily improving economy 


Right answers to the wrong questions 



Miles 
j Kington 

T oday I have great 
pleasure in handing 
over our regular advice 
column to the well-known 
New Age philosopher. 
Jeremy Hurstpicrpoinl 
Jones." who knows more 
about the mysteries of the 
world than 1 shall ever do. 
All yours, Jeremy! 

I am intrigued by the nvy in 
which people now write to the 
newspapers for answers to 
questions. The gnat example 
of this is the feature in “The 
Guardian " called Odds and 
Sods, or /Voter and Queries, 
or something like that, where 
one reader writes in to ask 


“H7 iy are motorways marked 
in biut' on maps and not some 
other colour ?” and another 
reader writes in with the 
solution or, as is typically the 
case with “Guardian " readers, 
lots of people write in with lots 
of different solutions, none of 
which is the right one. War do 
readers do this? What makes 
them think that the 
newspapers will know the 
answ er, especially as 
newspapers never get anything 
else quite riglu? 

New Age philosopher 
Jeremy Hurst pi erpoint Jones 
writes: There is nothing new 
about this. People have 
always written into 
newspapers with queries. In 
the old days “The Daily 
Mirror" had a page run by 
the Old Codgers which 
answered extremely factual 
questions such as “Is it true 
that Vera Lynn was so 
precious to the war effort 
that she was never sent to 
the front but had several 
doubles who went abroad 
and sang instead of her to 
the troops?” It is only the 
nature of the questions 
which has changed. All 
nature is composed of 


questions and answers, 
which ebb and flow in a 


mystical way through our 
consciousness. All 
unhappiness comes from 
asking the wrong questions. 
You sec, when Hitler asked 
the question. “Wouldn't it be 
fun to invade France, so that 
we can all gel into the 
Louvre without paying?", it 
was not a good question to 
ask. However... 

Next question, please - Ed 

Why do some insects such 
as bees and wasps often hover 
so dose to people when they 

must know they are courting 
danger? Do they aaualty fed 
drawn to human company? 

Jeremy Hursipierpoim 
Jones writes: Yes. If you 
remember the principles of 
reincarnation, it stands to 
reason [hat many such 
insects arc in fact people 
reborn as wasps or gnats, 
and by hovering dose to you 
are saying an atavistic “Hello 
there!" It may also be that 
they do not enjoy their new 
existence as wasps or bees 
and are hoping to be swatted 
dead by you. thus giving 
them the entree to a new 
existence. 

Why are so many places in 
Britain situated on the edges 
of maps? 

Jeremy H Jones writes: 


Some people do believe 
that there is a series of 
mystical lines radiating 
throughout the ancient 
British world, passing 
through a series of places 
which never appear in the 
middle of any map, only on 
the edge. Bradford-on-Avon 
is a good example, 
depending on which map 
you use. The thing about 
these places is that as they 
are on the edge of one map. 
they are also on lhe edge of 
the next map. And if the 
place is in the corner of a 
map, it is also on the comer 
of three other maps. And 
this raises the question, if a 
place is on the edge of three 
other maps, might it not be 
also on the edge of 
ANOTHER map that we 
don’t know about? In 
another geographical world? 

What does that mean? 

J H Jones writes: How do 
you mean, “mean"? 

What are your feelings 
about wind farms? 

J Jones writes: I think they 
arc a capitalist plot to steal 
the soul from our winds. To 
help combat this, I am 
currently building a wind 
chime farm on my fields 
which will do nothing but 


tinkle unprofit ably and thus 
restore the missing energy to 
the air. 

Well, why ARE motorways 
marked in blue on maps and 
not some other colour? 

Jones writes: You are, like 
Hitler, asking the wrong 
questions. If you open your 
eyes and look at road maps 
from mainland Europe, you 
will see that mororways are 
generally marked with a 
double red and yellow line. 

It is only in Britain we colour 
motorways blue. And that is 
because we do not have any 
big rivers. 

Pardon? 

J writes: If motorways 
were coloured blue on 
continental maps, they 
would be hard to distinguish 
from such big rivers as the 
Seine, Rhone and Rhine. We 
have much smaller - and 
more wriggly - rivers, hard 
to confuse on a map with a 
motorway, which is why 
nobody ever tries to drive 
down the Severn, 

Would YOU like some 
alternative answers to your 
straight questions ? Drop a 
line to Jeremy Hurstpierpoiru 
Jones , or just beam it along by 
ThinkmcuL 


t- 


between now and polling day. But that 
doesn’t mean that it can be complacent, 
either. First, it can't be quite sure that the 
ERM d6bdde is the only reason the Tories 
aren’t reaping the benefit of economic 
optimism. It may be, as Michael Dicks of 
r^fnan Brothers argued last month, as 
much to do with negative equity. You can't 
reverse the 1992 devaluation. But a hous- 
ing mini-boom could unlock negative 
equity, and with it some more Tory votes. 

Labour also knows that the markets will 
allow the lories somewhat more fiscal “irre- 
sponsibility" than they would a Labour gov- 
enuneoLThis poses a" dilemma for Labour: 
Blair and Brown are genuinely sceptical 
about how real are the spending cuts Clarke 
wfll announce; they have already spent a lot 
of time pointing out that public borrowing 
has doubled mice John Major came to 
power, theyworry that privatisation receipts 
- for example of housing association debt or 
MOD homes - are one-offs for which the 
next government will have to pay a price. 

But criticising the Government for con- 
ducting an irresponsible “scorched earth" 
policy can be dangerous, and not only 
because it sounds Eeyore-ish, just when 
everyone is feeling better. For what are 
they supposed to say they would do 
instead? Produce dee per cuts in spending? 
Hardly an electoral rallying ay. Raise more 
taxes? Unthinkable for new Labour. 
What's more, the more they attack the 
Government for mismanaging the econ- 
omy now, the more they may be building 
up trouble for themselves if they win. As 
Harold Wilson found in 1964, the worse 
you say things are before an election, the 
more the markets expect you take drastic 
and unpalatable action when you get in. 

So Labour has to play it cuoL Ideally, 
perhaps, Labour would prefer an election 
now. before the feel-good factor has any 
more chance to play into the polls. But that 
isn’t going to happen. Labour will not get 
drawn into playing alternative budgets 
with Ken Gaike. It will continue to attack 
the Tories for Britain's long-term fail lire to 
invest. And it will continue to implement 
Tony Blair's latest exhortation to his col- 
leagues: the “three Rs" are reminding vot- 
ers of the pain they have suffered under the 
Tories in the past: reassuring them that 
Labour is not going back to its old ways (as 
Brown did his best to do yesterday on in- 
flation); and rewarding them with Lhe 
promise of a better quality of life. 

It may be that the link between eco- 
nomic optimism and Tory support has ir- 
revocably broken down for the Govern- 
ment. however shrewd a budget Ken 
Garke produces. It’s a worry that still 
haunts the Tories. But if it hasn t, there are 
no quick fixes; there's no Cuming back from 
the strategy already set by Brown and Blair. 



(JpPJ Jf l > ljS£> 









THEINDEPENDENT • TrTESDAY 12 NOVEMBER 



1996 


IS 




> 


li- 


lt' 


■>' 





the commentators 


How I would 
free drivers 
from gridlock 


W e have gridlock. The 
rush hour begins just 
after 6ara and is still 
in full flow three hours later. 

In many parts of the south 
east the traffic queue for one 
junction runs iato the queue 
for the next and for the one 
beyond that. The station car 
park is full. The queue for 
Heathrow is long. The M25 
regularly seizes up. Everyone 
tells me something should be 
done about it. 

The authorities are far from 
idle. The more traffic that 
herds on to the road, the 
more barriers to its move- 
ment they impose. The slower 
the traffic flows, the tighter 
the speed controls are. Many 
a Lib-Lab county or borough 
has gone mad, spending a 
fortune on bollards, chicanes, 
red road surfaces, traffic lights 
and speed cameras. We now 
regularly enjoy radar traps to 
supplement the speed cam- 
eras, and police cars to super- 
vise the jams. 

The latest theory is that we 
will overcome the crisis by 
shifting people from car to 
bus and train. Berkshire 
County has solved the prob- 
lem by writing a consultation 
document telling us all to gel 
out of our cars and on to the 
bus. All of this has been 
thought up by a county that 
offers free parking places to 
its employees, 91 per cent of 
whom drive to work. When 1 
asked them to explain why 
they do not practise what they 
preach, 1 was told that their 
jobs needed the flexibility of 
the motor car. Precisely! And so do many 
others need that flexibility. 

What could the counties and boroughs of 
Britain do to make the situation better? They 
are not powerless. Hist they should stop clut- 
tering up the main routes with unnecessary 
ironmongery and technology. Taking what 
little road space we do have out of dicufation 
or deliberately slowing traffic too much 
makes the problem worse. It even increases 
the emissions to the atmosphere, as lorries 
and cars sit with engines running, waiting for 
the obstruction to clear. One man’s traffic 
calming is another mail’s road rage. 

They could start to solve some of the 
underlying transport problem. The traffic 
chaos is worst in tenn-tnne. wheiv parents are 
delivering children to schools. Secondary 
school pupils should usually be expected to 
go to school themselves. They should be 
encouraged to cycle, walk or- go -by bus. 
Counties should ensure that, if there are hot 
proper general service buses, there are 
school buses to do the job: 

For primaries, counties should look at 
organising minibuses to pick up from main 
housing areas. More parents would pay for 
this service if the driver was responsible for 
seeing the child safely into school. As one of 
the largest employers in each area, the 
county or borough should organise employee' 



buses for all their staff who 
would like to be spared the 
hassle and cost of a car jour- 
ney. it would be an example 
for the other large employers 
to consider, if it worked welL 
Transport authorities and 
central government should 
plan the road works sensibly. 
A few weeks ago, for anyone 
coming in from the west of 
London, there were road- 
works on the M4, M3, A30 
and A40 all at the same time. 
Blocking one lane on any. of 
these roads is restriction 
enough, lb impede four 
inbound lanes from the west 
causes seizure. More money 
. should be spent to mend the 
M3, before spending money 
on the M4, and after that' on 
the A40 or A30. 

The main A roads, espe- 
cially the main routes into 
London, should be freed of 
any traffic management im- 
pediments. There should be a 
uniform sensible speed limit - 
60mph for dual carriageways 
and 40mph for single car- 
riageways. At the moment the 
driver has to be constantly 
decelerating and accelerating 
- if the road is cleaT - from 
70mph to 60 to 40 to 30 to 40 
to 30. With cameras these 
speed restrictions are becom- 
ing dangerous in themselves, 
causing sudden breaking and 
bunching. Parking restrictions 
on fadiais into London should 
be firmly enforced by towing 
offenders away promptly and 
fining them- heavily. Red 
routes should be universal on 
A-road radials to keep the 
traffic flowing. 

People would use trains more if services 
were frequent and reliable, and if car parks 
are easy to use and safe. All too often 
people using the car park for day train trips 
find the car smashed np on return because 
no security system is in place. There need to 
be cameras or a guard for the car park. The 
new train companies seem keener on pro- 
moting train travel than BR used to be. If 
they can run frequent and reliable services 
more of us will use them more of the time. 
Oxford has shown how popular park and ride 
bus services can be - to the point where they 
now have a pollution problem from: the. 
diesel buses. 

The authorities are getting in the way of 
a solution. Throwing more cameras, chicanes, 
humps and bus lanes into the battle will make 
things worse. They should .spend less money 
and spend it better. Mend one road at a time. 
Create paris-and-ride car parks for buses and 
trains. Clear through routes of clutter. Allow 
more houses and shops in or near town cen- 
tres. Put more information about jams and 
freer routes on the gantries above the motor- 
ways. These are the practical measures which 
could stop the gridlock spreading. 

The writer is MP for Wokingham and was 
Secretary of State for Wales firm 1993 to 1995. 


John 

Redwood 

Councils have 
gone mad: 
spending an 
bollards, 
chicanes, 
speed 
cameras - 
the more they 
do, the slower 
the traffic 


Problems with the 



T he death of Maijorie 
Proops has provoked 
a fiuy of speculation: 
who will succeed her 
as the most cele- 
brated and prolific agony aunt? 
W5B the warm and cuddly Claire 
Rayner be lured to the throne 
in Canary Wharf? Could the 
terse, provocative Anna Rae- 
burn Be tempted away from 
Mohammed AI jFhyed’s new 
liberty radio station. Or will a 
new pretender take the crown 
that Maije defended so fiercely? 

The role of agony aunt is up 
for examination. What makes a 
good one? There is a joke 
among the trip practitioners that 
the key qualification is to be a 
- Jewish mama. “Maybe Jews 
have been so good at it, because 
we have such an intense intel- 
lectual curiosity," says Claire 

attic® means we know Jia udi 
we have is each other and we 
also have the capacity to find 
humour in the most appalling 
rircumsmnces." For Irma Kurtz 
of Cosmopolitan, Jewishness has 
encouraged portable skills, most 
importantly “common sense”, 
which an agony aunt needs in 
huge quantities. 

The demands of the job, she 
says, remain constant “The 
basis of all the agony I get is a 
low self-esteem, a failure to feel 
one’s own beauty and power. 
That is the core of it - not being 
sure of one’s sett." 

There is a new group whose 
self-esteem is suiting fast Men. 
Are today’s agony aunts up to 
the job of helping men, who as 
a remit of rapid soda] change 
have more and more problems? 

This is particularly important 
when replacing Marje. Because 
you can be quite sure there is 
one question no one is asking: 
what about hiring a bloke? The - 
reason? Newspaper editors are 
solid, almost to a man. In see- 
ing the touchy-feely stuff of 
agony columns as being the. 
exclusive preserve of women. 

Phillip Hodson, a highly- 
regarded member of Britain’s 
small circle of “agony uncles”, 
haspeisqnal experience of this 
prejudice. His first foray as- a 
national newspaper advice- 
columnist was on the Daily 
Star. The arrival of a new edi- 
tor, Lloyd Rimer, produced a 
short meeting: “From tomor- 
row morning, your column is 
being written by Diana Dors.” 
Next, he was offered the agony 
column on \he Sunday Maror ay 
the Eve Pollard. “It was vetoed 
by Robert Maxwell, who said 3 
didn’t have a big enough bust," 
says Hodson. On the third occa- 
sion, another female editor, 
Patsy Chapman, then editor of 
the News of the World, installed 


by Jack O’Sullivan 




AntwMl BtteUH 




- * • \ • 

.. t 

• 7-4 “ t 

TP? 

f . .L'i 

iS W 



Who has got what it takes to replace Marje 
Proqps as queen of the agony aunts? One thing’s 
far sure, her successor is unlikely to be male 


him in the agony slot. Two and 
half years later, a male editor. 
Piers Morgan, replaced her, 
and, surprise surprise, Hodson 
was given the chop. Ibday, he 
writes his column for Farnify 
Circle, the women’s magazine. 

“As a rule," says Hodson, 
“my experience of most male 
newspaper editors is that they 
are very sexist They believe 
that men should be out doing 
the war stories. They are also 
homophobic. They axe dis- 


turbed try any feminine aspect 
coining out in a male columnist 
which, after all, you have to 
bring out if you are going to 
deal with emotional problems. 

“In the end, they will change, 
because they’re not stupid. 
They wifl see there is a market 
for it. Looking at the future, it 
is clear that men will probably 
have more emotional problems 
than women in the home and in 
the workplace. But they will be 
difficult to deal with because 


part of masculinity is the belief 
that men can oope. An outlet is 
needed for these problems. An 
agony uncle can offer a role 
model, a person who knows 
what it feels like to be a man." 

The ruling clan of agony 
aunts is unimpressed. Irma 
Kurtz doesn't rate male pre- 
tenders. “You guys don't talk to 
each other like women. Rvo 
women meet as strangers and 
after five minutes they’re almost 
each other’s blood donors. We 


go straight to the gut. the heart 
or the sox organ, depending on 
what the problem is." 

Claire Rayner agrees. “Both 
men and women prefer gener- 
ally to talk to a woman. It's 
probably because most adults 
today have been raised bv a 
woman and so they feel more 
comfortable telling a woman 
about difficult issues." 

Deidre Sanders. The Sim's 
agony aunL says there is no rea- 
son why agony uncles shouldn't 
do well. “But "when newspapers 
have tried them, they have 
found a whole range of family 
problems that readers had which 
they didn't want to raise with a 
man. The postbag tended to fill 
up with men writing to another 
man about sexual problems." 

But teenage magazines are 
already demonstrating that 
there is a gap in the market. 
Men are needed to gel certain 
problems out into the open 
and magazines have appointed 
agony uncles. The girls write in 
to find out what's going on in 
their boyfriends' heads. 

This week in More, the advice 
columnist Tony offers some 
robust advice to Jancy who is 
worried what her boyfriend 
makes of the “farting" noise, 
when she's on top: “It should 
take more than an embarrassing 
noise to make any lad worth his 
salt bolt for the door . , . After ail. 
blokes aren't exactly silent 
movers when it comes to 
expelling air, are they?" He also 
replies to a teenager worried 
that her boyfriend has never said 
be loves her. “It's a bloke thing," 
says Tony. “’Ey' to find comfort 
in the fact that your boyfriend is 
not alone in the trouble he has 
getting the ‘L word from his 
brain to his mouth." 

Nick Fisher on Just Seventeen 
works alongside a female col- 
league who also writes a column. 
This week he helps out a reader 
who complains that “my willy is 
a class joke”, after be unzipped 
to flaunt his tackle to his friends. 
“Of course," reassures Fisher, 
“your mates will tell girls how 
teeny it is, because ft makes 
them feel safe that you're the 
object of ridicule and not them." 

Fisher says, “There is a very 
good case for newspapers to 
have both an agony aunt and an 
agony uncle. I'm not knocking 
Marje, but if 1 was a twenty- 
something bloke, then I would 
feel that she was very far 
removed from my experience 
and 1 would wonder if she could 
tell me anything about xny life.” 

So which newspaper is going 
to taking the plunge and trust 
a man with the touchy-feely 
stuff? After all, the first agony 
columnist wasn't a woman, ft 
was Daniel Defoe. 


Ken Saro-Wiwa was never a saint 


W henever anyone dares to hint 
that Ken Saro-Wiwa was not 
a saint - as Richard North did 
in Friday's Independent - there are out- 
raged responses from people who haw 
no significant knowledge of Ogoniland 
or Saro-Wiwa's complex personality. 

I totally understand why Ken’s son 
- Ken Wiwa - reacts emotionally to 
any remarks that tarnish his father's 
image. But everyone else should be 
able to stand back and calmly listen to 
criticisms of the man. . 

I’m an Ogoui myself. _My father is 
a businessman and politician. He has: 
been a minister for irade/mdustey. He 
was also a state chairman of Nigeria's 
lust democratic government, and a 
rebel Biafran ambassador in London 
in the 1960s when Saro-Wiwa was one 
of the minuscule number of Ogonis 
who were firm friends of the Nigerian 
federal military government, ' 

The Nigerian military won the 
Biafran civil war, My father was sen- 
tenced to death m absentia and forced 
lo live in exile in Britain. Unlike 99 per 
cent of Ogonis, Saro-Wiwa did well out 
of that civil war. When everyone else 
was broke, he was rolling in it. 

But my father's differences with 
Saro-Wiwa were eventually forgiven 
and 1 grew up in the 1970s knowing 
and being encouraged lo fike Saro- 
Wiwa.lt was easy to like him. He even 
bought me my first typewriter. 

Saro-Wiwa had never been 100 per 
cent idealistic about anything, Read 
some of his earfiest writings arid you’ll 
discover that he opposed those who 
supported the Biafran tivfl war mostly 
because he thought that sedjtjon was 
bad for one's career. 

And if you could have: timed into 
some of his conversations with me in 
the late I PSOsfeariy 1998s, you’d have 
discovered that be later changed his 
mind about sedition and decided that 
it was a great vehicle for ambitions 
African politicians. 

Saro-Wiwa told me that if 1 totally 
committed myself to his campaign, I 
would become dazzlingly famous and 
rich beyond my -wildest dreams. He 
enjoyed listing all the a sifly" white lib- 
erals who might bankroll the Ogoni 
cause {which he had conveniently 


ignored in the 1960s). He used to tell 
me, in fairly bitter tones, that 
whale-saving white liberals didn't care 
about the Third World's “real" prob- 
lems. “But environmental complaints 
will get to them,” he would add 

And while politely exempting 
myself from Saro-Wiwa’s self- aggran- 
dising plans, -I half-heartedly wished 
him well, knowing that he wasn’t 
totally cynical and sure that Ogonis 
would benefit indirectly if he got 
famous and even richer . 

I did not approve of the kangaroo 
court that sentenced Ken Saro-Wiwa; 
and I was horrified when be was judi- 
cially murdered by Nigeria's brutal 
mili tary dictators. But whenever I’m ■ 
asked to comment on. Saro-Wiwa's 
erudite, swashbuckling life and truly 
tragic death, I feel obliged to say that, 
despite his good qualities and the fact 
that-his aims were partly laudable, he ■ 

was an awesomely efficient public- 
ity-manipulator who had a dark, 
power-hungry, rabble-rousing side 
that led to the deaths of four Ogoni 
moderates. He was a risk-taker. And 
he lost the gamble. 

When Saro-Wiwa started his envi- 
ronmental campaign, the Ogoni £Kte 
were divided between radicals like 

Saro-Wiwa who favoured the sabotag- 

iogof ofl pipelines, and moderates like 
his broiher-m-lsw, Chief Orage, and my 
father whoshared his basic aims but fell 
that guerrilla action would encourage 
the military to lash out. 

Saro-Wiwa took exception to those 
who urged caution and, according to 
witnesses whom Pve met, ordered the 
hotheads who surrounded him to take 
harsh action .against them- My father 
narrowly escaped death at a public 
rally. SaroWiwals brother-in- law and 
- three other men were not so lucky. 

They were butchered in broad day- 
light Local villagers say they were 
killed by known members of 
Saro-Wiwa’s private army. One chap 
who openly threatened to testify 
against Saro-Wiwa's thugs bad a nail 
driven into his skull before 
Saro-Wiwa’s trial. 

. Amnesty International, Greenpeace 
and 1 other observers and commenta- 
tors (including Wole Soyinka, the 



Donu Kogbara 
grew up as a 
family friend of 
the Ogoni 
dissident hanged 
a year ago by the 
Nigerians. Here 
she sympathises 
with the man and 
his cause, but also 
tells of his pursuit 
of power and 
wealth, and how 
his politics led to 
the death of his 
moderate allies 


Nigerian Nobel Prize-winner - a priv- 
ileged Yoruba tribesman who knows 
nothing about Ogoniland) never prop- 
erly investigated the claims against 
Saro-Wiwa. My view is that they found 
it hard to believe that a pipe-smoking 
intellectual with a brave and benevo- 
lent image could be indirectly respon- 
sible for such savagery. Furthermore, 
the Nigerian regime is so dreadful that 
any action ft takes is quite rightly 
regarded with suspicion. The fact 
remains that Saro-Wiwa was not the 
totally blameless gentleman he is 
widely believed to be. 

Since I first spoke out against 
Saro-Wiwa in 1995, my media career 
has suffered. Even when people think 
that I might be telling the truth, some 
are afraid of being seen to be hiring 
or befriending me. 

The past tew months have been 

fr ightenin g and rii«aThigir»ning for rhnse 

of us who once fondly believed a) that 
free speech prevails in the United 
Kingdom, ana b) that British journal- 
ists do noL draw conclusions about 
important matters without first doing 
in-depth research. I’m amazed by the 
number of hacks who have made their 
minric up without visiting Ogoniland 

Saro-Wiwa’s acolytes have been 
allowed to speak -unopposed and at 
great length - on a thousand plat- 
forms. Meanwhile, representatives of 
Saro-Wiwa’s victims have, in effect, 

been gagged Many are profoundly 
traumatised by the obsequious fanfare 
mrro iuiding this first anniversary of his 
hanging. 

Meanwhile, I've been told that I 
should not show my face at writers’ 
events, that m never work again for 
anyone half-way respectable, and that 
my parents and I will be killed in our 
beds when our “protectors" (the 
Nigerian government) are driven out 
of office. 

The head of a writers' group has 
refund to meet me to discuss my con- 
cerns. MPs have viKfied me. I have lost 
friends who belong to the AngJo- 
African liberal literary establishment 
rd have gained much more if I*d 
jumped on the pro-Saro-Wftva band- 
wagon or if Td kept my mouth tightly 
shut 


As for young Ken Wlwa's claim that 
Tra simply slavishly echoing my father's 
hatred of his father: my father did not 
hate Saro-Wiwa until 1993. when 
Saro-Wrwa publicly deposited my 
father’s name on his “traitors" hit-list. 

I frequently disagree with my 
father. I did not vote for my father's 
political party in the 1983 elections in 
Nigeria- 1 haw written and broadcast 
criticisms of some of my father’s 
cronies- And I was actually closer, in 
some ways, to Saro-Wiwa than I was 
to iny own father. Saro-Wiwa got me 
my first columnist job on a Nigerian 
newspaper. 

I miss Saro-Wiwa's cleverness, 
charismatic wit and moments of total 
sweetness and warmth. I'd give any- 
thing to believe that he was not capa- 
ble of incitement to murder. And I 
concede that he was capable of incite- 
ment very grudgingly indeed, 1 still 
make excuses for him. 

I babble desperately about his brief 
moments of madness. ! say that 
Saro-Wiwa was not intrinsically 
wicked. By insisting that he bad many 
redeeming features, that I'm sure he 
didn’t really want those four men 
dead, and that capital punishment is 
judicial murder under every single dr- 
cumstance. I have upset a lot of peo- 

E le in the anti-Saro-Wiwa camp back 
□me (including my parents). So here 
I am, stuck in the middle and isolated. 

Aill ask is that those who despise 
me should seriously consider my asser- 
tion that I’ve taken the suicidal and 
reluctant decision to criticise a global 
icon, former intimate and dearly-loved 
mentor only because 1 sincerely 
believe that he is an unsuitable can- 
didate for canonisation, due to the fact 
that he was indirectly responsible for 
at least four deaths. 

I sometimes think that people are 
not so much genuinely contemptuous 
of Saro-Wrva’s critics as cowardly and 
terrified that their grandstanding on 
his behalf will be proved to be fraud- 
ulent or misguided. It is bard for them 
to admit that they have been wrong 
about something so serious. 

The writer is a broadcaster and 
journalist living in London. 



was a day of 

Rememb ra nce. 


Y esterday you remembered the men, women 
and children who suffered and died 
because of the horrors of war. You 
remembered soldiers, sailors, airmen and 
civilians with equal sadness. 

Now we’d like you to extend Those thoughts a 
little further - to the people suffering today, all 
around the world, because of war. 

Right now, in Centra! Africa, the brutalities of 
war are claiming victims in large numbers. 
Already one million people are fleeing the fighting. 

It doesn't matter whether they are Hutu, Tutsi, 
Zairean or Rwandan. Women and children are 
fleeing in terror. Starvation, thirst and disease will 
kill them, even if the bullets don't. 

These victims have no more control over their 
suffering than did the families during the Blitz - or 
any of the other victims of mankind’s inhumanity 
to man. 

We will go on helpir^ those who suffer 
through war. And when the wars are over, we will 
go on helping the survivors to rebuild their lives. 
We will not forget them, either. 

To make a deration to help our work in Central 
Africa, please call 01865 31 31 31. 


And so is 

today. 

AM 

JtqknBl « ■ dw*» »PMS 

s 

m Founded in I*C Otfia v»rta wiib poor people icgudlaa or race of 
m religion m ihrir flrufgjf hunger, disease. cxptotanc® and poverty. 
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obituaries / gazette 


Marjorie Proops was a great 
deal more than an agony aunt, 
a brilliant writer, a campaign- 
ing journalist. and a social com- 
mentator. She was the nation's 
confidante. Into her office for 
over 30 years the letters came, 
millions of them, cries for help, 
for encouragement, from men 
as well as women, in the certain 
knowledge that they were writ- 
ing not to a stranger but a 
friend, to -Dear Marie” - there 
were envelopes addressed sim- 
ply thus, which safely reached 
her - and that behind the wit- 
tv by-line, the funny drawings, 
the glamorous photographs, 
was a woman of extraordinary 


perception, tolerance, and 
-heat 


hard-headed wisdom. 

She was born Rebecca Mar- 
jorie Israel, in Wolfing, the el- 
der daughter of Alfred and 
Martha Israel (their surname 
was later changed to Rayie few 

her father, in resigned deference 
to prejudice); she spent her 
childhood living over her fa- 
ther's pubs when the family 
moved to London. She became 
a socialist at the age of five on 
discovering the demand for a sa- 
loon bar as opposed to a pub- 
lic one. Ax much the same age, 
she fell in love with her moth- 
er's newspaper, the Daily Mir- 
ror. The page she later had in 
the paper would have been 
headed differently had she not 
been taunted as a child with the 
tag “Becky the Jew girl”: 
“Marjorie" was safer. 

She was gifted rather than 
clever at school, starring only at 
English and art and having a 
fine contralto voice. Advised 
against matriculation by her 
teachers, she took a course at 
Hackney Technical College 
which taught her to draw and 
led her to her first job. working 
in a studio near Smiihfield for 
15 shillings a week. Her men- 
tor there was one Rose May, 
whom Maije sought to emulate 
in every way. from her heavy 
make-up and extravagant hats 
to her habit of heavy smoking. 
It look the discovery of a 
blocked carotid artery almost 
half a century later to wean her 
from her cigarettes and the 
long holder that became 
closely identified with her. 

Her first published wort: was 
a drawing of a baby for a 
knitwear catalogue. Encour- 
aged by this and other minor 
successes, and in the spirit of en- 
terprise that was to distinguish 
her entire life, she took on her 
own studio for 3s 6d a week and 
went freelance. Within months 
she was taking commissions 
from several women's maga- 
zines as well as the Daily Mail 
and the Daily Express . 

Her mother, however, was 
more interested in Marje's mar- 


ital prospects; Maije was 
gloomily aware that she was foil- 
ing her in this respect when she 
set out in search of a partner at 
the tennis club on Christmas 
morning in 1934 and met Sid- 

lemonade^ revealed his admi- 
ration for Jesus of Nazareth, 
whom he considered the first so- 
cialist, and won her heart; three 
days later they were engaged - 
on the strict (and for those days 
unusual) understanding that 
she could continue with her ca- 
reer. She andProcpsk-so rrick- 
named by her to distinguish him 
from the other Sidneys of her 
acquaintance - were married in 
Shaddewefl Lane Synagogue, in 
Dalstoo, in November 1935. 

The marriage was not entirely 


happy, although proclaimed as 
such by Maije herself for the 53 


years of its duration and re- 
sulting in the birth of her 
beloved son Robert in 1941. 
Proopsie, whatever his short- 
comings in private as a husband 
remained, outwardly at least, a 
loyal and supportive consort to 
bis wife. Maije and Proopsie, 
whatever their differences, 
shared a strong socialist ideol- 
ogy: they fostered a small boy 
from a children's home (with 
fairly disastrous consequences) 
and then more successfully be- 
friended, and eventually gave a 
home to. Made Okubadeju, 
now a successful pathologist, 
from Nigeria, who called 
Maije “Mum” and whan she al- 
ways regarded as a second soil 

Hugh Cudlipp hired Maije 
Proops in 1939, to draw hats and 
represent the Daily Mina- at As- 
cot under the by-line “SyJ- 
vaine”. He put heron a retainer 
of six guineas a week during the 
Second World and took her 
on as columnist at the Mirror in 
1954. He remained a huge force 
in her life: she often declared 
herself his creature. 

She wrote her first article dur- 
ing the war for Good Taste 
magazine and first entered the 
field where she was to become 
best-known by writing a gov- 
ernment information booklet on 
VD; she said she never saw sex 
in quite the same romantic 
light a gain. 

In 1945 she went to the Dai- 
ly Herald as Fashion Editor, un- 
der Hugh Cudlipp’s brother 
Percy, and became Women’s 
Editor in 1950; she never learnt 
to type or do shorthand, and 
wrote all her copy in longhand 
(rather harder to read after her 
stroke in 1979), developing the 
effortless, classless style that she 
never changed; “as acceptable”, 
said her friend and long-time 
colleague Felicity Green, “to 
readers of the Tones or the Tele- 
graph as the Mirror". Bob Ed- 
wards, one of her editors, asked 




Minor and at home; she swore 
that her husband never knew, 
about it (She firet revealed it 
herself to her biographer An- 
gela Patmore, in Maije: the guilt 
and the&ngcrbrcad. 1993.) And, 
much as she adored Levy, are 
never consktered leaving Prbop- 
sie, and often said chat in (he 
end, when they had bofo died, 
itwasFtooprieshe nassedmare. 

Gradually the nature of her 
page changed towards the end 
of the SWfes; shebegpn .towrite 

about more serious subjects, re- 
flecting the. letters of her read- 
■ at the birth-rate of 


ere. al 


HD, drug addiction, the abortion 
Jaw, sometimes hanging a whole 
feature on one letter. Hugh 
Cudlipp, ever sensitive , to the 
demands of a newspaper, had 
observed the success of her 
“Dear Maije” advice column, 
which ran from 1971 onwards 
the weekly magazine 


in 


she did the same thing for the 
.wasdoubt- 



States, perhaps her closest role 
model, she found it hard to see 
how she could be all things to 
all men; sexy writer,* starry 
cohnmxist and serious adviser as 
well. Cudlipp' was rightly con- 
vinced that she could. But she 

took her work immensely seri- 
was a crusade, ^e^rew 


on a team of experts, including 
ieveioped connec- 


Gtamour, pizazz, puling power: Hugh CucRpp described Maije Proops as “the first British Journalist to attain In s t ant Reco&ittion status' 


her if she bad anyone to help 
her turn out her pieces. “She 
drew herself up to her consid- 
erable height and said she wrote 
every single word that appears 
under her name.” 

It was during this period at 
the Herald that she had a 
glimpse of her future. The pa- 
per’s advice columnist, Mary 
Marshall, had died. Maije 
Proops became worried by the 


letters piling up. and took it 
terse!? to o 


upon herself to open and an- 
swer them. What she found in 
those letters in terms of human 
misery appalled her; she con- 
tacted the psychologist Eustace 
Chesser, asked him if she could 
come and see him, and went 


through the more difficult let- 
ters with him. Chesser was 
greatly impressed by what he 
called her humility in seeking 
advice. 

Hugh Cudlipp hired her as a 
columnist on the Daily Mirror in 
1954; he has described her 
since as “the first British jour- 
nalist to attain the Instant 
Recognition status previously 
emoyed by film stars”. It was her 
ability to make friends with, to 
get along with, the subjects of 
her column that made her pages 
so origin aL They all genuinely 
liked hen she became Dame 
Edith Sitwell's “little friend”, 
Cary Grant’s frequent luncheon 
companion, the then Duke of 


Bedford's partner in a mid- 
night sandwich at Woburn. 
Sophia Loren talked to her 


dren. She cuddled the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury (thinking 
his beatifically outstretched 
aims were welcoming her, as in- 
deed they might have been), en- 
ticed Barbara Castle on to a 
donkey, and listened to Maty 
Wilson's poetry hot from the 
pen. She knew all the politicians 
and attended political confer- 
ences of both Labour and Con- 
servative parties. “Immediately 
Maije arrived,” said Geoffrey 
Goodman, a long-time political 
commentator and colleague at 
the Mirror , “people would stop 


looking at the PM, whoever it 
was, Margaret Thatcher in- 
cluded, and rush over to talk to 
her. And she loved it She was 
such a true star.” As Percy 
Cudhpp had said, she was a sexy 
writer. She had glamour, pan, 
pulling power. She was a huge 
part of a huge success, one of 
many stany names littering the 
firmament of the Daily Mirror. 

■ One of the most important, 
if less stany, was that of Phillfo 
Levy; a tail, quiet, immensely 
impressive man, he was the 
Minor’s chief legal adviser from 
1955 to 1970. Proops’s 2CFyear- 
long passionate love affair with 
him was conducted with im- 
mense discretion, both at the 


Chesser, di 
tkms with the pcJke, with doc- 
tors, with the Church, insisted 
on a team of secretarial help to 
ensure no letter went unan- 
swered. Only the more light- 
hearted problems appeared in 
print; the darker, more complex 
ones she answered personally, 
even taking telephone calls 
from desperate cases, refer- 
ring them on to whoever she felt 
best fo help. 

Proops became a campaign- 
ingjoarnahst, changing people's 
perceptions to an extent now. 
hard to imagine, so thorough- 
. ly did foe break new moral 
ground. Never a militan t fem- 
inist (she always said she liked 
men too mudi tor tbal)^fa6 was 
nevertheless- a huge champ ion 
of women’s causes. She moke 
out in favour of pre-marital sat, 
of contraception, of open, un- 
equivocal sex education, of 
a more tolerant attitude to 
homosexuality. ‘ 

By foe Seventies, foe had be- 
come an establishment figure; 
she served on two government 
co mmit tees, erne on Qne-Pareat 
Families, appointed by Richard 
Qossman, and the other the 
pnnhljpg commission chaired 
Ey the late Lord Rothschild. She 
was taken serkmstyby foe Es- 


tablishment, quoted in the most 
lofty newspapers, granted an 
elusive interview with Princess 
Anne, reviewed tty Bernard 
Levin and in ibe NewSlatesman, 
nod involved in Leo Ahsc s 
campaig n for a change in toe 
laws on homosexuality, and 
children's rights. . 

- She and Proopsie lived in a 
modestly grand house in St 
John's Wood, north London, 
and foe drove a-rather dashing 
MGB GT and dressed with 
great style; but she never aban- 

doned her socialist principles, 

was a staunch member of the 
NUI, and her proudest achieve- 
ment, washer appointment by 
her then editor, MikeWoHcty, 
as Assistant Editor of the 
Aftrorin 197$, . 

She was appointed 1 OBE in 
1969, named Woman of. the 
Year in 1984, given a place in 
Madame TUssaud’s in 1977 - 
and in 1971 appeared on This 
fr 5&«rLgfe. . .. . .. 

Iliieaith stalked per later 
years: she sustained a stroke 
during s tty-pass operation in 
1979, had two hip replacements . 
(after ai long spell in a wheel- 
chair), breast cancer in 1992 
and, perhaps roost seriously, a 
psychiatric breakdown in 1986. 
S he conquered them afl with her 
triumphant courage;, and her ' 
page never failed to appear. 

She worked in four Mirror 
b uHdiiigg, survived 10 editors of 
fli e Daily Mirror, and three pro- 
prietors, not least Robert 
Maxwell, with whom foe had a 
flirtatiously successful rela- 
tionship, while not entirely ap- 
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* 



her befoved newspaj 
“Maije is made i 
steel,” said Felicity- Green. 
**Much more many-faceted than 
anyone might realise. A won* 
derful, warts-and-aD character 
. and foe warts are what make her 
much more interesting.” She of- 
. ten declared her passionate de- 
sire to die at the Mufer, “then 
toe cleaners can come mid 
sweep me up"- Her last column 
was puhUsIfed last Jhesday: it 
could be said.foe very nearly 
achieved that ambk^tr - 
Maije Proops failed no one, 
even not her renders; tier edi- 
^ tors, herfMmlyipir.b^friends. 
There -could perhan be no 
greater tribute to herfoan that 

Penny YSoeenzi 


V i 


Rebecca Marjorie Israel, jour- 
nalist ■ bom Woking, Surrey 
cl91l ; journalist. Daily Mirror 
1939-45, 1954-96, Assistant Ed- 
itor . 1976-96; Fashion , Editor, 
Daily Herald 1943-50. Women's 
Editor 1950-54; OBE 1969; jour- 
nalist, Sunday MiiTOrJ992-9d; 
married 1935 Sidney ■_ Proops 
(died 1988; one son); died 
London 10 November 1996. 


Eddie Harris 


Most jazz musicians develop an 
individual sound when they are 
young and then work at honing 
it over the rest of their lives: 
Louis Armstrong, when he died 
in 1971. had a trumpet style 
which was irrevocably linked to 
his eloquent playing of the 
Twenties. The saxophonist Ed- 
die Harris was almost unique in 
leaping to fame without ever 
haring a consistent and recog- 
nisable sound. He made more 
noises then a shed full of mon- 
keys and the trouble was that 
most of them were new and 
then instantly obsolescent. 

On the other hand, he 
laughed all the way to the bank. 
His first hit. a version of toe 
(heme from toe film Exodus, en- 
tered the Top 40 and sold a mil- 
lion copies in I960. Miles Davis 


stooped down to record Harris’s 
composition “Freedom Jazz 
Dance”, a reasonable post- 
bebop jazz tune, in 1966 and the 
recording of “Compared lb 
What?”, extracted from the al- 
bum Swiss Movement which 
Harris made at the 1969 Mon- 
ire ux Jazz Festival with its com- 
poser pianist, Les McCann, 
sold another million copies. 

Bom in Chicago, Harris was 
based there all his life, despite 
a successful period in New 
York and constant tours around 
the world. He began his career 
studying piano with a cousin and 
singing with choirs in Baptist 
churches. He made his profes- 
sional debut as pianist with toe 
saxophonist Gene Ammons. 

Harris regarded himself as an 
innovator, starting fashions 


rather than emulating them. 
Edectic is a better word for his 
bizarre contrivances. He some- 
times played a tenor saxophone 
with a trombone mouthpiece 
and a similar combination 
called a reed trumpet, and his 
eccentricities made him very 
much a loner within toe jazz 
community. In 1967 he was the 
first to unleash upon the world 
the Vhritone attachment to his 
tenor saxophone. This device 
gave toe instrument a com- 
pletely new range of electron- 
ic sounds - atthe expense of the 
individuality of toe player. Sad- 
dled with one by an unfeeling 
record company, the trumpeter 
Clark Jerry told me at the time, 
*Tve been working on my trum- 
pet tone all my life until I think 
it’s good and it's what I want 


The guy who invented this takes 
all that away and leaves me as 
an electronic burble.” 

When Harris played the 
tenor saxophone, his main in- 
strument, m an orthodox way, 
he remained enigmatic. At that 
time black players were sup- 
posed to sound harsh and an- 
gular like Sonny Rollins or 
John Coltrase. Listeners in 
dubs became disorientated as 
Harris produced a “white” 
sound, smooth in toe maimer of 
Stan Getz or Al Cohn. For this 
reason. Harris was never 
trusted by toe jazz aficionado. 

“A lot of musicians are sus- 
picious of electronics,” he said. 
“1 can understand that because 
you always have opposition to 
change. Change breeds con- 
tempt because whatever your 


beliefs are yon have to go back 
and examine them. 

“Amplification wfll add 10 
years to your life-span because 
you don’t have to exert yourself 
as much. The unit I use is a pre- 
amp unit which can emulate dif- 
ferent woodwind sounds. AX the 
press of a button it can sound 
like a bassoon or a tuba or an 
oboe or whaleve - they have con- 
oocted on the chassis system.” 

It is an unfortunate feet that 
there is a tide of racial prefer- 
ence which constantly ebbs and 
flows in jazz. During the Sixties 
and also today, jazz played by 
black musicians is in toe as- 
cendant, making it difficult for 
in dividual white musicians of 
similar talents to get as much 
work as their black confreres. 
Harris had an aggressive phi- 


losophy in this respect, but also 
recognised that established 
white musicians could also 
create work for blacks. 


As long ago as 1967 he said, 
:foejj 


“I think the jazz scene is final- 
ly going to evolve into a going 
thing again— Don Ellis” (a white 
trumpeter band-mate of Har- 
ris’s) “has his big band, and 
there’s Stan Kenton and Bud- 
tty Rich. I’m pulling for them, 
because I consider them the 
Elvis Presleys and Bobby Darius 
of jazE - and, once they make 
it, the coloured musicians will 
naturally have to make it, too.” 

One of toe best-known of die 
multitude of Harris’s albums 
was made during a visit to Eng- 
land in 1972 when he recorded 
Eddie Harris in the UK with die 
British rock stars Stevie Win- 


wood, Jeff Beck, Zoot Money, 
Rich Grech and Albert Lee. 

Harris continued to record 
until recently, making a re- 
markable album in 1992, For 
f&u, For Me, For Ever More, foe 
circumstances of which in some 
ways typified his musical life. He 
had intended to record a duo 
session with a pianist and Har- 
ris on tenor but, when the pi- 
anist didn’t show up, Harris 
recorded afl the piano parts first, 
and then added his tenor sax im- 
provisations. Despite a brave 
effort, the results were flawed. 

Sieve Voce 


Eddie Harris, tenor saxophonist, 
pianist, organist vocalist, com- 
poser bom Chicago 20 October 
1936; died Los Angeles 5 
November 1996. 
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Carp 


Hants: bizarre contrivances^ 

Photog-aph: Redfems .. .j. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


VIXEN BY see U ETCHINGS. 

CRAVES; On III November, to 
Anmula (ikv: MavbcwlamJ Christo- 
pher. a Min. benedict William 
Miltiu'lL a brother for Stephanie. 

IIinVHINCS; Ot\ u) NovvtnbcT. (o 
Nicole i no.- AUcnbyl, and Richard, 
a M>n. John Edward, a brother for 
Gilev Nicholas. 


DEATHS 


JERKETT: Samuel H.Jcrrcn OBE PD 
DL. tw S November, aged 78 Kars. 
Dearly loved husband of Jackie and 
lalhcr ot Sam and Charles, grandta- 
Iher ot Arthur and Siltl Service at 
Trcnlhiim Parish Church. Tn- mham 
Sinkc-tm-iicni, on Friday 15 No- 
vember al I pm. Donations preferred 
to Si John Ambulance. IX LichEcW 


Kitad, Siaffuid STt? 4IJ. Entiuirics 
Funeral Ser- 


in Forrester Brothers Fi 

vices. Stoke -ou-Tre nr. Telephone 
01782 M3K74. 

RADICE: Edward Albert f Teddy), sud- 
denly, foUnwui£ a stroke,' on 8 
November, at the age oT 89. He wiB 
he grvailr missed' bv family and 
fn'erais. .Ai his request them will be 
no vxicmuqy, but a memorial meet- 
ing will be arranged at Si Antony's 
College. Oxford. 


Amwoncemrota for Gazette BBCTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions, Mjuriapcv. Daubs. Memo- 
rialserYkes.VVfddmgaimiv(nari(S.Xn 
Memorials; should be sent in writing 
to (he Gazette Edkau The Independent, 
I Canada Square. Canny Wlnr£ Lon- 
don E145DL telephoned to 0171-293 
201 1 or Gacd to 0271-293 20 IQ. and are 
charged at £&JO a line (VAT extra). 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Mr S. A. Lovegrove 
and Miss K. C Brooke 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Stephen, son of Mr and Mrs 
John l^jvegrovc. of Great Aine, 
Warwikkshire. mid Kate, daughter 
of Mr Timothy and ibe Hon Mrs 
Sotgisan-Btuoke, of Chipping War- 
den. Northamptonshire. 


Birthdays 

Dame Peggy Fenner MP, 74; Lord 
Goff of Chicvcley, a Lord of Appeal 
in Ordinarv. 70; Dr William Hayes, 
Presidcnu St John's College, Oxford, 
66; Dr Joseph Hendron MP. 63; 
Miss Kim Hunter, actress, 74; Sir Pe- 
ter Lloyd MP. 59; Miss Jennifer 
Page, chief executive. MUieflinm 
Commission. 52; Miss Stephanie 
Fo»era. actress. 53: Miss Jo Stafford, 
singer, 7S: Sir William Sutherland. 
Chief Constable, Lothian and Bor- 
ders Police, 63; Professor John Tar- 
ranu \ ice -Chancellor and Principal, 
Huddersfield University, 55; 
Prebendary Chad V'arah, founder of 
the Samariums. 85; Mr Neil Young, 
rock singer and guitarist 50. 


Anniversaries 


Births: Edward Vernon ("Old 
Grag“l, Admiral. 1684; Alexander 


PorGrievich Borodin, composer, 
1833; Eranpw-Auguste Rodin, sculp- 
tor, 1S40; Princess Grace of Mona- 
co (Grace Patricia Kelly), 1929. 
Deaths: Canute (the Great), King erf 
England and Denmark, 1035; Sir 
John Hawkins, naval commander and 
navigator, 1595; Thomas Fairfax, 
thnd Baron Fairfax of Cameron, Par- 
liamentary army Commander- in- 
Chicf. 1671; Mrs Elizabeth Ckgbcro 
GaskeC, novelist, 1865; Emma Mag- 
dalena Rosalia Marie Josephs Bar- 
baia. Baroness Orczy. noreUst. 1947; 
John Innes Mackintosh Stewart 
(“Michael Innes”), literary scholar 
and author, 1994. On this day: John 
Banyan, author, was arrested for 
preachingwiibout a Bcence, I66fhthe 
first Jewish newspaper in Britain, the 
Jewish Chronicle , was published, 
1841; ibe first flying-trapeze act was 
performed by Jules Ldotard at the 
Cirque Napoleon, Paris, 1859; a 
great erupdre of Mcami Vesuvius oc- 
curred, 1867: the remains of Captain 

Scort and hbcoinpankms were fcRind 
in Antarctica, 1912; the Emperor Kail 
of Austria-Hungary abdicated, and 
Austria became a republic, 1918; in 
elections in Germany, the Nazis re- 
ceived 92 per cent of the votes. 
1933: the Allies took Tbbrok, 1942. 
Ibdqy is the Feast Day of St Astrik 
or Anastasias, St Benedict of Ben- 
evento, St Cadwaiader, St Cumian 
the lalL St Chmbeit, St Emilian CU- 
cuBatus, St Josaphat of Polotsk, St 


Lebuin or Uafwine, St Uvinus, St 
Macfaar or Mochumma and St Nilus 

the Elder. 


Lectures 


National Gallery: Mari Griffith, 
“Grand Thors (3): Richard WDson 
and Thomas Jones, The Litre of 
Italy ”, 1pm. 

Victoria and Albeit Museum Car- 
oline RimeQ, “Metal Inlai d Decora- 
tion on Furniture”, 230pm. 

Thte Gallery: David Jacques, 
"Tourists in Gardens: the lure of Eng- 
lamT, 1pm. 

British Museum: Nicole Douek, 
"Myths of Creation and the Gods of 
Ancient EgpyT, 1.15pm. 

RIBA Architecture Centre, London 
Wl: Ross Lovegrove talks about his 
work, 630pm. 


Lord Mayor's Banquet 

The Lord Mayor of London, Mr 
Roger Cook, accompanied by the 
Sheriffs of the Gty of London, Mr 
CSve Martin and Mr Keilh Knowles, 
and their ladies, entertained the 
outgoing Lord Mayor, Sir John ChaF 
strey, and Lady Cbalstrey, at a Ban- 
quet held yesterday evening at 
GuildhalL London EGL Hie Lord . 
Mayor, Sir John Chalstrey, the Airh- 
btsbop of Canterbury, the [time 
Minister and the Lord Chancellor 
were the speakers. 
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R v Latham; Court of Appeal 
(Criminal Division) (Lord Justice 
Kennedy, Mr Justice McKinnon, 
Mr Justice Johnson) 5 November 
1996 


LAW REPORT 

+ 


12 November 3996 


The existing sentencing tariff 
for offences of manstadgbter re- 
sulting from foe use of a knife, 
deliberately carried as a weapon 
in a public place, was too low 
and should be increased from 
around seven years to between 
10 and 12 years. 

The Court of Appeal (Crim- 
inal Division) granted an At- 
torney General’s reference 
under section 36 of foe Crim- 
inal Justice Act 1988 for leave 
to refer to the court a sentence 
which he regarded as unduly le- 
nient The offender was Daniel 
George Latham, who was sen- 
tenced to five years’ imprison- 
ment for manslaughter, with 
three concurrent sentences of 
18 mouths each for unlawful 


to these offences before 
Justice Wight at Maidstone 
Crown Court on 18 April 19%. 
David CahxTt-Smhh (CPS HQ) far 
the Attorney General; WUBam Clegg 
QC (assigned by die Registrar of 
Criminal Appeals) far Ae offender 


Lord Justice Kennedy said the 
offender, then aged 20, and a- 
Mend of his had become in- 
volved in a fight with eight oth- 


er young men in foe car 
of a night-dub in Gillingham, 
Kent- The offender produced 
a knife and stabbed four of 
his opponents. One of them 
died and the others required 
hospital treatment. 

In interview the offender 
said be had been attacked and 
had used a knife in self-defence. 
He had been carrying a 
butterfly-knife, the blade of 
which was almost four inches 
long. He said he carried it in 
: case be had trouble with oth- 
ers with whom be had previ- 
ously fought He said he had 
“lunged” with the knife but 
could not emlain foe injuries 
to three of foevictimsf backs. 

HewasOTiginalfyinfoaedfor 
murder and wounding with in- 
tent to cause grievous bodily 
harm, contrary to section 18 of 
foe Offences Against foe Per- 
son Art 1861. But after dis- 
cussion between counsel and 
with the judge in chambers, 
pleas were accepted Instead of 
guilty to the lesser offences of 
manslaughter, on foe ground of 
provocation, and unlawful 

wo unding 

Although prosecuting coun- 
sel bad not registered any ob- 
jection to this at foe time, foe 


Attomey.General was entitled 
to refer foe matter to the Court 
of Appeal, and that court, if sat- 
isfied jt would be right to do so, 
could increase foe sentence. 
The discussion in chambers 
gave rise to to jurisdictional bar. 

The Attorney General sub- 
mitted that for offences of 
manslaughter resulting from 
the deliberate carrying of a 
knife in a public place with a 
view to it being used as a 
weapon by someone who took 
drink or drugs and then 
used it so as to cause death, 
a sentencing tariff had 
become established which was 
inappropriate. 

In relation to this type of 
m a nsl a u g h ter, courts in recent 
years had tended to impose a 
sentence of about seven years’ 
imprisonment on conviction, 
aad four years on a plea of 
guilty. The sentence imposed tty 
Wright J in this case was thus 
entirety m fine with the exist- 
mg tariff, but the Attorney 
Gaieral submitted that that 
tariff should now be reviewed. 

His Lordship rejected the de- 
fendant's submission that sec- 
tion 36 of the 1988 Act did nor 
permit foe appeal court to in- 
crease an existing tariff, since 


a sentence within the tariff 
range could not be considered 
“unduty lenient” so as to enti- 
tle foe court to interfere. Tofcre 
was nothing in the wording- of 
section 36 to prevent the At- 
torney General's conducting 
that a tariff sentence was s?b- 
duty lenient and itwasdiffitAlt 
to see what there was to 
vent the appeal court 1 


*5 MUUk. VAUA4WISRM* 

Section 2 of the Offensive 
'Weapons Act 1996 increased to 
four years foe penalty for 
carrying an offensive weapon 
without lawful authority Of 
reasonable excuse 
demonstrated foar 
shared the much 1 
public concern al 
carrying of knives. 

Their Lordships w 
suaded that foe tariff, 
of sevenyears on cooy~»- 
fois type of case was^QQ . 
Where an offender .went _ 
with a knife,. earning it ai- 
weapon, mid used it to^gins&g 
death, even if there was {ffovorS 
cation, be should expect fo rerf 
ceive on conviction "in 
contested case a sentence of 
to 12 years. . 

In foe circumstances of foe- ; 
present case, however, it wod<L 
be inappropriate to increase the" 
offender's sentence. 



Paul Magrath, 'Batri&ef 
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LSI in Harrogate: Gordon Brown unvejls anti-inflation strategy as John Monks calls for partnership between employers and unions 


No windfall 
tax details 
until Labour 


is m power 


Hfchael Harrison 
and Chris Godsmark 

Labour yesterday disclosed that 
it would not spell out details of 
its windfall taxon the privatised 
utilities until it was in power. But 
it went further than it has gone 
before in setting out hs lough 
anti-inflationary strategy, indi- 
cating that it would aim at a tar- 
get of under Z5 per cent 

Gordon Brown, the shadow 
Chancellor, said Labour would 
take representations from all in- 
terested parties on the windfall 
levy and “announce the details 
of its implementation once, in 
government, we have consult- 
ed the regulators”. 

The comment, in an address 
to the Confederation of British 
Industry annual conference in 
Harrogate, surprised business 
leaders who had expected de- 
tails of the tax to emerge by the 
time of Labour’s manifesto. 

However, CBI leaders took 
heart at Mr Brown's pledge on 
low and stable inflation and his 
commitment to keep it at or be- 
low the rate of rival economies 
such as Germany. Mr Btowq 
said: “We will not be satisfied 
with simply talking as tough as 
the Tbries. For, unlike the Gov- 
ernment, we plan to deliver on 
our inflation target. We will 
want our inflation performance 
to match that of our competi- 
tors in Europe ” 

If that was achieved then 
“never again should interest rate 
decisions affecting the long 
term appear to be manipulated 
for short-term party political 
ends," he said. Aides said later 
that a target of 2L5per cent or 
less was “sensible", pointing 
out that inflation' was running 
at 2.9 per cent against the Gov- 
ernment’s target of 25 percent 
and a European average of 2 A 
per cent. 

A CBI spokesman said it 


welcomed Labour’s commit- 
ment to low and stable inflation. 
But the further delay in detail- 
ing which companies will face 
the tax, how it will be structured 
and how muidi.it win raise fu- 
elled speculation that Labour 
has run into legal difficulties 
over the controversial levy. 

Mr Brown emphasised it 
would be “a one^jfiwiodfall lew 
from the excess profits of the pri- 
vatised utilities”. “1 think peo- 
ple increasingly uoderstandthat 
the windfaD levy is going to hap- 
pen and that it is a measure 
which has a dear and identifi- 
able purpose,” he said. 

His aides said that in prind- 
!e all privatised utilities would 
considered for inclusion in 
the tax but they could not give 
a definition of which companies 
would be vulnerable. Estimates 
of how much the lax might raise 
range from £5bn to £10bn but 
a great deal hinges on how the 
tax is framed. 

Labour sources conceded 
that Alastair Campbell, press 
secretary to Labour leader 
Blair, had “dropped a < 
when be stated last week that the 
tax would apply to “privatised 
monopoly utilities’'. Thai en- 
abled the electricity generator 
FowerGeri to daim that ir would 


e 



Kay and 
ICI lock 
horns on 
policy 


Michael Harrison 



Gordon Brown: ‘We will not be satisfied with simply talking as tough as the Tories. We plan to deliver on our inflation target’ 

‘End campaign against 48-hour week’ 


ichael Heseltme, deputy 
Prime Minister, stepped up 
pressure on Labour over the 
windfall tax, describing it as 
Danegdd. “And you know the 
moral of that stray. Once you've 
paid the Danegdd you never get 
rid of the Dane." 

Mr Heseltme claimed that the 
levy would mean lower invest- 
ment, higher prices* or both. 
“Ifs a proposed levy on each of 
us. On S million shareholders. 
On every consumer of gas, wa- 
ter, electricity. On everyone 
with a telephone. On jobs, on 
pensions.” 


Chris Gods mark 

Business Correspondent 

John Monks, general secretary 
of the Hades Union Congress, 
yesterday urged employers to 
end their campaign against Eu- 
ropean legislation to impose a 
maximum 48-hour working 
week on British companies. 

In the firsf speech to the 
CBIYannual conference by a 
TUC leader, MxMcmks insist- 
ed that the rise of what he Called 
“the European dimension” was 
inevitable, despite the Gov- 
ernment's Opt out from, the So- 
cial Chapter of the Maastricht 
Treaty, and the desire of busi- 


nesses to “be like Greta Gar- 
bo and be left alone”. 

The European Court of Jus- 
tice will today hand out judge- 
ment on the UK’s objections to 
the directive on working hours, 
which gets round the British opt 
out on social legislation by 
treating the 48-hour week as a 
health and safety issue. 

Mr Monks appealed for a 
partnership with employers to 
help implement the new rules. 
“If it does happen 1 hope that 
It will lead to consultation 
about how it can be applied 
flexibly and efficiently, but ef- 
fectively in the UK,” he told 
delegates. 


The TUC leader pledged to 
work for a new partnership with 
business, but in a combative ad- 
dress argued that the British 
tradition of benevolent era- 
was getting weaker, 
le said: “The relentless 
pressure to enhance share- 
holder value has damaged it in 
many a British company and in 
some cases destroyed It alto- 
gether "He gave the example 
of Marks & Spencer, which last 
week announced it would take 
on an extra 2,000 staff and saw 
its shares immediately marked 
down by City investors. 

Though Mr Monk’s speech 
was warmly applauded by del- 


egates, his attitude to Europe 
exposed sharp differences in the 
conference hall. Another 
speaker, John Neill, the chief 
executive of the Unipart car 
pans group, attacked the “scle- 
rotic vision” behind the Social 
Chapter. 

“We don't need to sign a 
blank cheque to Brussels,” he 
said. Uniparf is well known for 
its high-profile employee train- 
ing schemes with a company 
“university" and its backing 
for the concept of stakeholding. 
However the company dere- 
cognised unions from its plants 
in 1991. 

Mr Neill said Britain now 


ranked far ahead of France, 
Germany or Italy on labour flex- 
ibility as a result of policies pi- 
oneered by Lady Thatcher in 
the early eighties. Imposing 
new burdens on business, he 
said, wotdd see the UK flattened 
by “the Asian juggernauts”. 

Several other speakers were 
more condliatoiy, backing Mr 
Monk's talk of partnerships 
with unions. Bruce Wannan, 
personnel director of the Yhux- 
hall car company and a former 
colleague of Mr Neill, said: “We 
have European legislation 
ebbing at our shores. Maybe it's 
a tidal wave and we cannot ig- 
nore trade unions.” 


John Kay, an arch proponent of 
the stakeholder philosophy and 
an adviser to Tony Blair, was at 
loggerheads with! Cl yesterday 
after he accused the chemicals 
group of putting profits above 
the interests nf customers, em- 
ployees and local communities. 

Professor Kay. chairman of 
London Economics, said that 
ICI, chaired by Sir Ronnie Hum- 
pek, who also’heads up Cadbury 
11. had changed its business 
strategy after the abortive 
takeover attempt by Hanson to 
one that “acknowledges no claim 
other than that of shareholders". 

He went on to compare its ap- 
proach with that of Murks & 
Spencer, which was successful 
because its commitment in em- 
ployees and customers was not 
a policy of the board but a char- 
acteristic of the very company. 

Professor Kay said that in 
1986 Id's stated objective:, 
were to "enhance the wealth and 
well-being of our shareholders, 
our employees, our customers 
and the communities which wc 
serve and in which wc operate” 
through innovative and re- 
sponsible application of chem- 
istry. After the Hanson bid its 
objective instead became to 
“maximise value for our share- 
holders by focusing on busi- 
nesses where we have market 
leadership, a technological edge 
and a world competitive base”. 

This change of tack. Profes- 
sor Kay said, was the product of 
a "deformed style of capitalism” 
which, far from underpinning 
the market system, would bring 
it to its knees. But Id said it had 
devised a fresh set of objectives 
and mission statement since 
Charles Miller-Smith took over 
as chief executive a year ago. 

This says: “Our vision is to be 
the industry leader in creating 
value for customers and share- 
holders.” This would be 
achieved by. among other 
things, “inspiration and reward 
of talented people, exemplary 
performance in safety and 
health and responsible for the 
environment” 


Carpetbaggers cash in on A&L loophole 


Me Cicutfti 


Alliance & Leicester “carpet- 
baggers”, whom the budding so- 
ciety tried to shut out of a 
£1,000 free shares handout 
when the society floats on the 
stock market, are in line for cash 
payouts worth thousands of 
pounds instead because of a 
legal loophole. 

The society sparked anger 
from many policyholders last 
month after announcing that it 
aimed to gwe each of its 2.4 mil- 
lion members a fixed amount of 
250 shares each on flotation 

Other societies, including 


Halifax and Woolwich, intend 
to give extra amounts depend- 
ing on savings balances. 

Policyholders who joined the 
A&L after its 31 December 
1995 cut-off date for new ac- 
counts cannot vote next month 
on the planned flotation. And 
the Building Societies Act says 
they are therefore not entitled 
to free shares after conversion 
in 1997. 

However, because accounts 
opened between 31 December 
and 16 January, when they were 
halted, give the “carpetbag- 
gers” all other membership 
rights, they are still entitled to 


a cash share of the society's as- 
sets. Payouts will be bared on 
about II per cent of the amount 
in a individual's account 
John Denison, an A&L 
member, said: “A loyal investor 
who has had £50,000 in an ac- 
count daring from any time be- 
fore 31 December will be 
eligible to vote and, if the pro- 
posals go ahead, he will receive 
the flat rate 250 shares worth 
about £1 ,000. “The ‘carpetbag- 
ger’, who opened an account 
with £50,000 after that date is 
entitled to receive, if the pro- 


yond belief.” Those benefiting 
will be among the few thousand 
who opened accounts in the 
two-week period in early Jan- 
uary, when the A&L finally 
scrapped membership rights 
accounts. 

The society tried to limit the 
free cadi entitlement by setting 
31 January as the final date for 
boosting the amount in a poli- 
cyholders’ account But savers 
adding to their balances before 
then will be entitled to the 
ca sh. 

An A&L spokesman said: 
“We estimate that the total 
number of people who will 


benefit from this loophole is in- 
significant and have done every- 
thing we can to stop ‘January 
Joiners’, as we call them, from 
benefiting disproportionately.” 

He added that the society’s 
flat-rate shares distribution was 
fair because 83 per cent of the 
society’s eligible members had 
less than £5.000 in their ac- 
counts. 

Woolwich said yesterday that 
□one of its carpetbaggers, who 
joined just before the flotation 
was announced, would receive 
similar benefits because unlike 
the A&L its vote would not take 
place until next year. 


Strong pound halves British Steel profit 


Magma Grimond 

British Steel warned yesterday 
that farther strengthening of the. 
pound would force ihe group to 
speed up redundancy plans in 
7 an effort to maintain us com- 
petitiveness against European 
^ producers. 

Unveiling more than halved 
interim profits yesterday, Sir 
Brian Moffat, chairman and 
chief executive, said the 
strengthening currency meant 
the group’s cost competitiveness 
had been eroded while com- 
petitors had been advantaged 
Efficiency measures already 


planned would have to be ac- 
celerated to regain the com- 
petitive edge bunt up over the 
past two-to three years. 

“This will, impact on ail busi- 


. radical /closures, but we are 
talking about im p rovements in 
productivity which are bound to 
impact on the employment sit- 
uation.” he said. 

British Steel shed 500 staff in 
the first half. Officials said any 
further job losses would not be 
significantly in excess of tbe nor- 
mal annual attrition rate of 
500 to 1,000 from a workforce 
which totalled 53,400 at the end 


of September. But Sir Brian also 
signalled tbe end of the down- 
ward steel pike spiral in Europe 
which has caused profits to 
plunge from £550td to £262m in 
tbe latest six months. The mar- 
ket was now “just past the low 
point in the cycle”, he said al- 
though how far it picked up de- 
pended on customers and the 
general environment 
British Steel said that the UK 
market had held up in the first 
half, but Europe had been weak 
as a result of destocking and 
weak underlying demand,lead- 
ing to sharp price Ms. Stainless 

steel slumped 45 per cent to the 


lowest price for a decade, but 
had since recovered between 5 
and 8 per cent, with another in- 
crease in the pipeline. 

“The destocking phase has 
ended, with price increases 
across a broad range of prod- 
ucts,”Sir Brian said. This point- 
ed to cautions optimism for tbe 
period ahead, with British Steel 
expected to operate at full ca- 
pacity and strong order books 
m the second half. 

The main price rises had 
been seen in “value-added" 
lines, British Steel said, includ- 
ing coated gaTvannealed, used 
for pressings in the car indus- 


try, and heavy structural steel, 
where a £10 a tonne price in- 
crease had recently been put 
through. But Sir Brian said the 
company would inevitably be a 
price follower as its European 
competitors used the strength 
of sterling to raise prices. 

The group unveiled its first 
expansion plans in the Far East 
yesterday, involving a £2 9m 
joint venture to build an organic 
coating line and roll profiling fa- 
cilities with JindaJ Iron & Steel 
of India. Sir Brian said he 
hoped the “relatively modest” 
investment would be the start 
of more than one project there. 


First Choice ousts chief 
exec at cost of £640,000 


Patrick Tooher 


Francis Baron was ousted yes- 
terday as chief executive of 
First Choice Holidays, and will 
receive £640,000 in compensa- 
tion under the terms of his ser- 
vice contract with the tour 
operator. 

News of the pay-off, equiva- 
lent to two years' salary, is like- 
ly to cause consternation among 
institutional investors and re-ig- 
nile the “payment for failure” 
debate currently raging in cor- 
porate governance circles . 

During Mr Baron's three- 
year tenure at the helm of First 
Choice, the share price more 
than halved, whfle in the year 
to October 1995 the company 
reported a £3.4m loss before ex- 
ceptional items, having made 
profits of over £30m in the 
early Nineties. 

First Choice blamed Mr 
Baron’s sudden departure on a 
clash of personalities in the 
boardroom. “Unfortunately, his 
relationships with many of his 
key colleagues have become un- 
workable and in these circum- 
stances the board felt tbe 
continued progress of the group 
would be compromised if Fran- 
cis remained as group chief ex- 
ecutive,” said Michael Julien, 
the chairman. 

Mr Baron, whose manage- 



Battle lost: Francis Baron 
says you can’t win them all 

ment style was described by in- 
siders as “authoritarian", re- 
sponded: “It is a pity that these 
differences could not have been 
resolved, but there are some 
battles you can win and some 
you can’t." 

Peter Long, managing direc- 
tor of tbe group's UK tour op- 
erating division, will take over 
as group managing director. 


while lan Clubb. currently non- 
executive deputy chairman, wfll 
assume a full executive role. 

It is understood that matters 
came to a head at a board meet- 
ing last Friday when three di- 
rectors - Mr Long, finance 
director David Gill, and Ken 
Smith, managing director of 
Air 2000, the in-house airline - 
insisted either Mr Baron went 
or they would resign en masse. 

Mr Baron, who joined the 
group in 1993 when it was 
known as Owners Abroad, is 
credited with masterminding 
the company's revival and suc- 
cessfully re-branding exercise 
which propelled the company 
into third place as the UK's 
leading tour operator, behind 
Thomson and A incurs. 

But profits nose-dived as hol- 
idaymakers, faced with rising 
levels of job insecurity, higher 
rales of personal taxation and 
a weak pound, slopped booking 
early or simply stayed at home. 

Perhaps Mr Baron's biggest 
achievement was to secure a 
£44m rescue rights Issue last year 
to fund expansion in Canada. 

His departure raises the 
prospect of this years dividend 
being cut. Mr Baron is known 
to have wanted to reward those 
investors who backed the com- 
pany in the rights issue hy main- 
taining the payout. 
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BAe scoops £480m 
order from Australia 


British Aerospace has won its 
biggest single order worth an es- 
timated ASlbn (£4S0m) fonts 
successful Hawk military training 
jet writes Chris Godsmark. 

The Australian Air Force 
has chosen BAe as the preferred 
candidate to replace its masting 
fleet of 87 Italian Aer Macchi 
trainers which have been in ser- 
vice for more than 25 years. 

The new contract is 'for BAe 
to guarantee to provide a giv- 
en amount of flying hours 
rather than planes, but the to- 
tal number of Hawks likely to 
be supplied is believed to be 
around 35. The let price for the 


plane is between £10m and 
i'lbra. BAE beat off competi- 
tion from Acr Macchi and Mc- 
Donnell Douglas of the US, 

The Hawks will be specially 
modified io match the cockpit 
design of the RAAFs fleet of 
McDonnell Douglas F18 fight- 
era. The first planes will enter 
service by 2000, with several 
BAe staff likely to provide 
back-up service in Australia. 

BAe said that the order 
would guarantee jobs for staff 
in Brough near Hull and 
Whiten near Preston and a 
small number of extra jobs 
could be created. 





i 

rd 

ry 


ther ltjsI 
sm kiilct 
■n an .Air 
led off ih* 

inthelOi 
mrveanu 
USSVin 
i Iran /Vi 
the Gull 
* othc 
t Korea! 
it down b; 
;r it flev 
ling 2t»‘ 

st era si 
naJapnt 
7 crashes 
domcsii- 
. A Turk 
rthcasi n 
4, killin. 

uudi Ar.fr 
-d. killin! 
.anemer 
lhairpon 
» DC-1, 
in Chieu 
.• 1970. 
-air colli 
■ash of j 
i air fore 
tilled 15 
1991 Th 
assengci. 
;oeing74- 
parachuL* 
s 


E P. 


l, o 


'OU 




ird 


imum 

/- 

<g 

j, 

lpa- 

than 


*B0 ftU 



















business 


TTnr.qmYIgNQ yg.MBRR 1996 - THE INDEPENDEN T >-j 


Regulatory cloud lifted from RAA 

. was in upbeat mood at yester- The Investment Column second half of last v&zr. BqL boost 


down 6p ai 496p yesterday, trade on 
a forward rating of 15. Good value. 


Sidlaw heads 
out of the woods 


New management at Sidlaw ts at last 
showing signs of leading the group oat 
of the woods it got into when it paid 
over the odds for Courtaulds’ flexible 
packaging operations m 1993. That 
£78m deal transformed Sidlaw from a 
minor Scottish mini-conglomerate into 
one of Europe's largest packaging 
companies and led management to 
make the fatal error of pursuing vol- 
ume at a time when margins were be- 
ing squeezed at both ends. 

The old strategy contributed to 
losses which have deepened from 
£1 12,000 to £2 21m in the year to Sep- 
tember. But since the October arrival 
of packaging man John Duiston as chief 
executive, there are grounds for be- 


Trading record 


Pre-tax proUfs (£m) 


Sources of revenue 

6 months to 30 September. &tt 
350 




Sir John Egan, chief executive of 
BAA. was in upbeat mood at yester- 
day s presentation of interim results for 
Britain's dominant airports operator. 
With a relatively benign regulatory 
framework in place on airport landing 
charges, a big cloud has been re- 
moved from the group’s horizon- 

Sir John was also sound ing confident 
about another issue that could act as 
a brake on the shares' progress - a 
Labour windfall Lax on the privatised 
utilities. Sir John said he had received 
no word that BAA would be included 
in such a lax and analysts agree that 
with such a heavy capital expenditure 
programme. BAA is likely to escape. 

That leaves only one potential prob- 
lem - the possible end of duty-free 
shopping in Europe bv 1999. Even here 
BAA is'buUish, for if the concession 
is abolished BAA will be allowed to re- 
coup some of the lost revenue by rais- 
ing airport landing charges. 

But far from backing away from 
duty-free. BAA is expanding its inter- 
ests. It is expanding its international 
business outside of Europe and oyer 
the weekend announced the formation 
of a new company. World Duty Free, 
to develop its duty-free operations 
around the world. BAA says the world- 
wide duty-free market is worth £21bn 
and has been growing at double-digit 
rates for the past few years. With a 5 
per cent share of the market so far, 
BAA hopes to build (hat share with or 
without the European business. 

The company also announced plans 
over the weekend to take over a num- 
ber of UK contracts with Nuance, the 
former AJIders International business 
acquired by SwissAir earlier this year. 

All this accompanied decent figures 
for the six months to 30 September 
which contained few surprises. Pre-tax 
profits edged up by 3.4 per cent to 
£304ra. This reflected an adjustment 
of £ 1 1m of airport cha rges which have 
been "re-phased" to the second half. 
On a like- for- like basis profits were 105 
per cent ahead. 

Passenger numbers at BAA’s seven 
airports were up by 4.4 per cent to 8.7 
million in Octobcr.al though short-haul 
traffic in the summer was hit by a cut 
in capacity by the tour operators. 
Stanstead performed strongly and 
made its debut first-half profit. 

Much of BAAs promise lies in its re- 
tail operations which account for 44 per 
cent of revenue. Retail income per pas- 
senger rose by 12 per cent to £4.20, 
with perfume sales particularly strong. 

BAA is also starting to show its abil- 
ities lie beyond just being a landlord. 

It is developing new formats of its own, 
such as Whiskies of the World. Forth- 
coming openings include Studio 55, 


In Brief 


• Fidelity Brokerage Group, the US-owned broking firm 
banned from taking on new business by the Securities and Fu- 
tures Authority for three months, has appointed Kenneth 
Ralhgeber acting president He temporarily replaces David Plu- 
cinsky, who was in charge of the broking operation when a new 
computer system was installed - the root of the problems which 
caused the SFA ban. Mr Ralhgeber was sent to the UK to un- 
ravel the problems and will rein am until a permanent head is hired. 
Mr Plucinsky will take on a “special assignment" at FBG. 

• The directors or listed companies outside the FTSE 350 are 
against any increase in the requirements of the Cadbury code on 
corporate governance, according to a survey published today bv 
Arthur Andersen and Binder Hamlyn. the accountants. Instead, 
they want the Hampel Committee, which has succeeded the Cad- 
bury Committee, to concentrate on reducing the burden for them. 
"Our suivcv showed that the existi ng Ca dbury requirements place 
a disproportionate burden on non-FTSE 350 companies and that 
the costs of complying with the code outweigh the benefits," said 
Clive Reay. a partner specialising in the mid-corporate market. 

• Deutsche Morgan Grenfell has been saved from making an 
outright bid Tor Sysdeco. a Norwegian software firm in which Pe- 
ter Young, the disgraced fund manager, had built up a 47 per cent 
slake. A holding of over 45 per cent in a company can require 
an investor to make a bid. But the Oslo Stock Exchange yester- 
day decided it would not oblige Deutsche to bid for the firm. It 
will treat the bank's holding - 20.7 per cent by Morgan Grenfell 
Asset Management and 26.7 per cent by Deutsche - as two sep- 
arate holdings, even though MGAM is'part of Deutsche. 

• Scottish Pride Holdings is in advanced talks regarding the sale 
of its UHT, cheese and butter businesses to Scottish Milk. Scot- 
tish Pride said it expected to announce soon that detailed terms 
had been agreed. 

• Rolls-Royce's Rolls-Royce Power Ventures unit has signed a 
joint venture agreement with Northern Electric Generation, a di- 
vision of Northern Electric, to develop, own and operate a 50MW 
natural gas-fired power station at Seal Sands on Teesside. The 
venture will come on stream in November 1997 and will be colled 
Viking Ptiwcr. Viking will he owned 50/50 by the two companies. 

• United News & Media has sold the South Hi tksAigus and other 
newspapers in the Wales division of its regional newspaper unit. 
United Provincial Newspapers, to Southern Newspapers for £315m 
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lieving the worst may be over. Most im- 
mediately, the exceptional items which 
have scarred recent figures, rising 
from £758m to £&23m in the latest pe- 
riod, should not recur and should 
lead to future benefits. Of the total last 
year, £5 34m related to the net costs 
of the sale or closure of underper- 
forming pans of the packaging division. 

But more important to the group's 
revival is the path being laid down by 
Mr Durston, whose room for ma- 
noeuvre has been vastly increased by 
September’s £56m sale of the ASCo oil 
services business. At astrokc, that deal 

erases SkflaVs former high ge aring and 

throws up a £l&5m profit, allowing him 
to pursue his stated strategy of seek- 
ing higher margin business. 

He sees scope for expansion in 
growing areas with high barriers to 
entry like individual chocolate biscuit 
wrappers. 

Growth rates of 25-4 per cent may 
not sound much, but they are better 
than the flat or declining sales typical 
in traditional mainstay s 

He has set himself the demanding 
target of raising margins to around 8 
per cent over the nextiwo to three years 
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United Pnnindal Newspapers, to Southern Newspapers for£315m 
cash. The proceeds would be used to reduce group debL Unit- 
ed said. UPN Wales reported 1995 operating profits of £ 1.08m 
on sales of £ 15. 15m. 

• Halifax Building Society has signed a £!30m agreement with 
British Telecom for its new multi-media communications services. 
The five-year contract makes Halifax the first financial institu- 
tion in the country to use BTs new ATM (Asynchronous Trans- 
fer Mode ) service. 
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from the low of 1.7 per cent hit in the 
second half of last year. But, boosted 
by hopes that in eaify 1997 he can push 
through the first price rises for four 
years, the omens for Sidlaw are bet- 
ter than they have been for a long time. 
Minimal profits of £25m for the full 
year would put the shares, unchanged 
at lOGp, on a stratospheric multiple of 
35. Reasonable value for those brave 
enough to back the man even so. 

Prowting 
being squeezed 

■Interim results from Uxbridge-based 
Prowting illustrate well the problems 
facing smaller housebuilders. In a 
rapidly consolidating sector, whore 
greater sire gives increasing economies 
of scale, only just being among the top 
two dozen of housebuilders is not an 
ideal position to be in. 

Not even its location in southern 
En gl and, where the housing market is 
relatively buoyant, has helped Prowt- 
ing’s cause, while the larger players 
such as Bellway and Westbuiy are re- 
porting good profit and margin im- 
provements, Prowting is going in the 
opposite direction. 

In the six months to August, the pre- 
tax number almost halved from £4.1m 
to £2.,?jn on sales 17 per cent higher 
at £59.2m- The maintained l-9p divi- 
dend was uncovered by earnings per 
share of 1.6p (33p). 

Prowting blamed an “extremely 
competitive” new homes market, 
where price increases have failed to 
match those secured in the second- 
hand market- Buyers still seem to 
have the upper hand and are driving 
a hard bargain, especially for new boos- 
es. As a result, margins remain under 
pressure, collapsing to 5.7 percent from 
11 3 per cent a year ago, even though 
the cost of part-exchange and other in- 
centive schemes fell and the average 
selling price rose to almost £90,000 
from £77,000, as more large houses in 
more expensive areas were built. 

Prowting expects to complete L350 
transactions this year, tip from L217, 
but with the approach of a general elec- 
tion likely to lead to a house-buying hia- 
tus and land prices registering annual 
increases of up to 50 per cent the out- 
look is less than promising. 

House broker Panmure Gordon is 
sti cking with its full year pre-tax fore- 
cast of £7.7m (£6m), implying a forward 
p/e ratio of 18 with the shares at 114p, 
down 15p. 

That rating leaves little room for er- 
ror. Unnattractive. 


Ill 


MatbewHorsman 

Media Editor 

Rman, the media company in 
the throes pf a boardroom Iwst- 
up, yesterday took a -breather 
from its management misfor- 
tunes to announce sharply 
higher interim profits, of 
£50.6m. iip-34 pea: cent. 

The company also booked a 
pre-tax profit gain of £113 5m 
from the sale of its newspaper 
and priming businesses to Jonh: 
sion Pres, following a £2l7m 
deal completed earlier this year. 
Turnover was ahead 16 per 
emit at £388 -3m 

Several media analysts up- 
graded their forecasts for the 
full year, pointing out that the 
newspaper sale had resulted in 
a lower tax charge than many . 
bad expected. Rill -year 'fore- 
casts range to as high as £1 18m. 
or 37p a share. 

Insiders conceded that the re- 
sults were a welcome diversion 
from a long-simmering board- 
room dispute between two rene- 
gade independent directors; Joe 
nnnfae and ffen Simmnnris, who 
are to fight the board’s plans to 
fire them at an extraordinary 
meeting on 2 December. 

The company declined: to 
provide further details yester- 
day of succession plans, which 
have been widely aired in recent 
weeks. According to informed 
sources, Robin Miller, the chief 
executive, is likely to become 
non-executive chairman when 
Sir John Hosfcyns stands down. 
Sir John told analysts yesterday 
that be was unfikdy to do so be- 
fore 1998. 

Mr Miller and the managing 
director, David Arculus, have 
had several disagreements over 
strategy, but sources dose to the 

company insiste d laa night they 
were not serious. Mr Arculus is 
expected to become chief ex- 
ecutive if Mr Miller rises to the 
chairmanship. 

The two renegade board di- 


•a,- 









Robin- Millar: Chief executive ts likely to become non- 
executive chairman when Sir John Hosfcyns steps down .. 


rectors have sent letters to all first results from Tele Star, the 
shareholders asking for support French listing magazine, as well 
against their dismissal. The two as sharply higher returns from 
argue that the interests of good commercial -radio, following 
corporate governance require the purchase of the Metro Ra- 
strong independent represen- dio group. Radio, profits 
ration on die board. Their bat- breached £l0ni, up SS L-per 
tie with management flared cent year-on-year. ' 2- 

last summer, when they op- Consumer magazine^, one 
posed proposals, approval by of the group's core businesses, 
shareholders, to reduce , the saw operating profits rise llper 
minimum number of board - cent to'. £19.9m, on tiunoyer 
members and dispense with ahead 8 jper cent at £115J5m. 


the need to consult sharehold- 
ers if 75 per cent of board 
agreed to dismiss directors. In- 
stitutional shareholders are 
widely expected to support 
management, and agree to dis- 
miss the two men. 

The six-month period saw the 


ahead 8 per cent at £il5Jbm. 
Strong amortising growthfn the 
UK, expected to conimup 'into 
the second half, was the plain 
driver of climbing profits^The 
.French consumer magazine 
businesses, boosted by Ox^Tde 
Star acquisition, saw profits 
soar by IDS percent to £13.4m. 


East Midlands in formal takeover talks Capital 

Chris Godsmark It is thought the negotia- tin gh a m -based company, vain- thepossfoiUtythat the USpreda- Professor Stephen Littlechiki, moves mto 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Directors of East Midlands 
Electricity were last night 
preparing for formal discus- 
sions about a possible takeover 
strike for the con^any from Do- 
minion Resources, the US util- 
ity group. 

After days of detailed work 
on the bid by Dominion’s board 
and advisere from SBC Vhrburg 
and US buyout specialists 
Wassterstein Pe re 11 as. the Vlr- 

proached East Midlands 
yesterday to arrange a meeting. 


It is thought the negotia- 
tions could rake place as early 
as today. Thomas Capps, Do- 
minion's chairman, was under- 
stood to be flying to London to 
meet for the first time with Sir 
Nigel Rudd, East Midlands* 
chairman. Sir Nigel is under- 
stood to have made clear that 
East Midlands will have serious 
talks about a bid as long as the 
offer represents a good deal for 
shareholders. 

When the possibility of an ap- 
proach was revealed last week 
Dominion said it would not be 
prepared to pay much more 
than 6Q8p a share for the Not- 


tingham-based company, valu- 
ing it at £lJbn, However East 
NfidJandsisEkelytoholdoutfor 
a price of at least some 650p a 
snare, worth more than £1 3bn. 

It was unclear last night 
whe&er Dominion was ready to 
make a formal offer on this 
scale. A source dose to the com- 
pany said “There isn’t a specific 
set of parameters at this stage.” 

There are three possible out- 
comes from the talks: an agreed 
takeover tad recommended by 
East Midlands’ board to its 
shareholders; a hostile bid by 
Dominioa after the failure of the 
two sides to agree on a price; or 


toe possibility that the US preda- 
tor would decide not to bid. 

Shares in East Midlands 
surged ahead yesterday, dosing 
up lOp at 6Q35p. The share 
price had been depressed last 
week by the growing belief 
among City analysts that a Do- 
minion bid, and the hostile of- 
fer already launched by 
US-controlled CE Electric for 
Northern Electric, would be 
blocked by the Government. If 
both bids succeed, it would 
leave just three of the 12 pri- 
vatised regional electricity com- 
panies remaining with separate 
stock market listings. 


PrafessorStephen Iittlechild, 
the electridty regulator, is 
thought to be" concerned that tins 
would reduce his abOity to make 
efficiency comparisons based 
on share price performance. , 

Labour has suggested that if - 

the bids were successful,, the 
Government could Insist on 
keeping a minority of Northern 
and East Midlands shares trad- 
ing on the stock market. 

John Battle, Labour’s ener- 
gy spokesman, said he was not 
opposed to electridty takeovers 
by foreign firms but the regu- 
Iator had to be certain be could 
continue to do his job. . 


Invesco in call for 
£119m to tie up AIM 


Cost of Lloyds bid set 


Jill Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 

Invesco yesterday raised £1 19m 
via a rights issue to contribute 
towards the cost of the $1.6bn 
(£lbn) merger with Texas-based 
AIM, a deal that will make it 
one of the world's largest fund 
management groups. 

Most of the merger price 
will be satisified by the issue of 
290 million Invesco shares to 
shareholders in AIM. The re- 
maining $5 00m is being raised 
in cadi from loans and yester- 
day's rights issue. 

The rights issue will be made 
by Invesco Funding LLC, a 
wholly owned subsidiary of In- 
vesco, on the basis of one unit 
of convertible unsecured loan 
stock in Invesco Funding for 
every 5 existing Invesco ordinary 
shares. 

The units wil be converted 
into new ordinary shares in In- 


vesco provided that debt fi- 
nancing commitments have not 
been terminated. 

The merged group, which 
will be renamed Amvesco, will 
control S150bn (£91 bn) of funds 
which values the 72 per cent of 
the mntual fund group held by 
AIM's founder directors and 
management at £720m. 

Four top executives of AIM, 
including Ted Bauer, the 77- 
year-old founder, are to be 
locked in with four-year fixed- 
term contracts which will then 
convert to one-year rolling con- 
tracts. 

Mr Bauer’s Stake in AIM is 
worth about £110m and he will 
end up with 5 per cent of the 
merged company. 

In total, seven of the AIM di- 
rectors will together hold a 20 
per cent stake in the merged 
company and they have agreed 
not to sell their stakes for five 
years. 


Magnus Qrwnond 

UoiGbem has revealed that its 
£641m bid for Lloyds Chemists 
would cost around £25.4m in fees 
and other charges. The figure, an- 
nounced in the offer document 
sent to Lloyds shareholders over 
the weekend, covers £14m ex- 
pensed in underwriting ofiets for 
Lloyds earlier this year, phis the 
legal and administrative costs (rf 
dealing with the subsequent ref- 
erence to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commissioa. The ad- 
ditional £ 11.4m is an estimate of 
the further costs of advisers and 
stamp duty if the latest bid is suc- 
cessful. 

UniChem reiterated its claim 
that the mergerof the business- 
es would lead to “material earn- 
ings enhancement” after the 
first year. Lord Rippon, the 
chairman, said annual cost sav- 
ing; would run at over £15m in 
the first 12 months and in excess 
of £20m thereafter.. The en- 



Lord Rippon: Enlarged 
group ‘creates UK leader’ 

larged group would create a UK 
leader in pharmacy re tailing , 
the distribution of p re scr ipti on 
drugs to independnit chemists 
and the wholesaling of veterinary 
products. 

But Gehe, which is mounting 
a rival £65 Lm bid for Lloyds, 
countered that gearing would 


soar to nearly 490 per cent if the 
two businesses were put togeth- 
er. The figures were based on 
- UniChem’s average debt level of 
£12Sm fbr last year, a spokesman 
for tb& German group said, and 
were before estimated restruc- 
turing and certain bid costs. 
That level of debt will leave the 
group vulnerable, he claimed. 
“Wj think this is something to be 
questioned, particularly as at 
the time of the last rights issue 
‘ in 1994 [Lloyds] said it wanted 
to cut gearing, then standing at 
36 percent." 

However, in an immediate ri- 
poste, Jeffery Harris, the 
UniChem chief executive, said 
Gehe were trotting out all same 
old themes. “Contrary to' all 
Gehe’s earlier protestations of 
fie diminishing value of Lloyds, 
their bid of £5 undedioes the val- 
ue we have put on the company. 
TWe are confident of delivering 
value to shareholders from the 
acquisition.” 


Telekom puts 690m shares on market 
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Imre Karacs 

in Bonn 

Overwhelmed by a torrent of or- 
ders, the German telephone 
monopoly Deutsche Telekom 
announced yesterday that it 
was putting another 115 million 
shares on the market next week, 
raising the Loral to 690 million 
and boosting the amount of 
money raised by 20 per cent to 
as much as DM20.7tm (£S.4bn). 

The company had planned to 
release 500 million shares, and 


reserved the option of a further 
75 million “Greenshoe” shares 
for Europe's biggest privatisa- 
tion. Despite the fact that the 
asking price will be at the too 


30, the shares have been heav- 
ily oversubscribed, by as much 
as six-fold, according to some re- 
ports. Subscriptions for indi- 
viduals dosed last Wednesday; 
institutions have until Thursday 
to register, and trading on the 
world’s main financial markets 
begins on Monday. 


“The initial placement of 
Deutsche Tfeletom will become 
a milestone for German stock 
markets,” said Ron Sommer, 
the company's cha ir man. “I am 
convinced that the offering will 
be a huge success.” 

Not mice the partial privati- 
sation of Volkswagen three 
decades ago has a flotation at- 
tracted so mudi interest. Some 
3 milli on Germans have regis- 
tered, doubling the German 


The success has been large- 


ly due to a slick advertising cam- 
paign that set out to dispel 
Germans’ innate' fears of fig xm- 
gaxies of the Bdrse. There were • 
also plenty of sweeteners in the 
offer, a 60-pfennig dividend 
per share al the end of this year, 
a pledge to double that next 
year, and guaranteed, loyalty 
shares for every 10 that Ger- 
mans hold on to for three years. 
There is also a discount of 50 
pfennigs for anybody buying up 
to 300 shares in this m rmri 
Whether ordinary Germans 


win keep their shares beyond 
1998 is doubtful. That dale 

marks the start of the Big Bang 
in Europe’s, telecommunica- 
tions market, when even 
Deutsche Telekom, one of the 
world's least efficient and most 
expensive companies, will have 
to start competing with foreign 
rivals cm a level playing field 

Sh ares dipped sharply on the 

grey market after yesterday's an- 
nouncement. but they are still 
trading 10 per cent above the 
price investors have to pay. 


Mathew Horsman ~ ” 

Capital Radio, the profitable 
commercial radio company, 
yesterday turned its back on the 
overvalued media sector, con- 
firming a much-trailed £51 m ac- 
quisition of My Kin da Town, the 
themed restaurants business. 

The offer, in cash or in part 
shares, has the backing of MKT 
management, speaking for 13 
per cent of the company. - 

Richard Eyre, Capital's chief 
executive, said the restaurants 
business would use “many of, die - 
skills we have developed mia- " 
dio”. He conceded the rrfove 
had been unexpected, ..but 
claimed there were -otn^gus 
synergies between Capital's mu- 
sic and entertainment back- 
ground and event restaurants’’. 

. He said the company intSd- 
ed to cross-pro mote the Capi- 
tal Radio brand and tfie 
restaurants, which mcludb ’ijhe - 
Chicago Pizza Pie Factoiy.lfceas 
and Beach Blanket Babylon. 

Capital, owners of London's - - - 
most successful commercial ra- 
dio station, has undeqjerfonned •£, 
the red-hot media sector in re- 9 / 
cent months, as the market ^ 
awaited news of the company’s ' 

strategy. The remaining coni- 
mertiai licences in the UK have 
beeri bid up to levels Mr Eyre 
said were unacceptable, ; while ' 
Capital was considered bjr many 
to be too big to be able to win. - 
new licences granted by the 
Radio Authority. 

Analysts had been pushing 
the company to make acquisi- 
tions, with other, media .the 
favoured option. But Mr Eyre 
said yesterday: “fro not sure it : 
makes sense for us to.invesfin . 
television, say. That market is : - 
all about programme making 
and programme acquisition — ' 

those are not our 

The acquisition won the sup- - 
port of several analysts yester- 
day. One said: “I think tins isan 
intriguing move, and it raajiis • 
sense to take the merchants- .1. 
ing brand into new markets." 
However,. Capital’s shares foil \'d r 
16p to 5775p on the news. yj. 

Capital and MKT had already If ' 
entered info a joint venture tp.de- ^7 
velop Capital Ractio Cafe op the 
ground floor of the rad^cem- 
park’s new offices in Leicester . . 
Square, London. Additional Ra- 
dio Cates are to be kunchedpver 
the next 12 months. 

Comment, gage 19 
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Convergence play leaves Britain out in the cold 


O f the many bizarre trends in capi- 
tal markets right now the strangest 
of all is the dramatic narrowing of 
hie pre mi u m on Italian and Spanish 
boods over those of Germany. To put it 
simply, what has been happening is that 
the cost of Italian and Spanish government 
debt has fallen to the extent that for the 
first time it has moved to within 2 per cen- 
tage points of Germany’s. Italy now pays 
Jess for its money than Britain. The same 
is also true, of Ireland, Finland and Swe- 
den. Given that Italy andSpain could un- 
til recently be characterised, from -an 
economic perspective, not too far adrift 
from banana republic status, this would 
seem to be quite a turn-up for the books. 
But don’t worry. It’s only partly to do with 
economic fundamentals. We haven't been 
over taken by Spain, Italy and Finland - 
yeL Rather the reason is to do with 
EMU. Peripheral bond markets are rising 
strongly in anticipation of monetary union. 
If markets believe a country will join EMU, 
it seems reasonable to align their long term 
bond yields with those of the lowest de- 
nominator - Germany — since after EMU 
their inflation and currency rates should 
be the same. In markets, this is known as 
“the convergence play”. Tire dangers for 
those who adopt this as an investment 
strategy are only too apparent. Even 
Deutsche Bank, which is about as strong- 
ly pro-EMU as they come, is warning th»i 
any setback in monetary union “could in- 


sult, in the undoing of recent market 
trends towards convergence and instead 
set off a flight to quality”. For the moment, 
however, these dangers are being ig- 
nored. Bond prices in Italy and Spain keep 
motoring upwards. Much tougher than ex- 
pected Italian and Spanish budgets have 
reinforced the view that these countries 
are both serious about and capable of join- 
ing EMU, if not in the first wave, then cer- 
tainly in the second. 

In part, the convergence phenomenon 
in bond markets is self-fulfilling for the 
Maastricht Treaty makes it a condition of 
EMU membership that nominal long 
term interest rates converge to within 2 
percentage points of the best performing 
member states. But it is also a reflection 
of political and economic reality. Because 
France in particular, and Germany to a 
limited extent, are also fudging the Maas- 
tricht conditions as they race towards mon- 
etary union, they cannot be as high 
minded as in the past about the cheating 
ways of others. The idea of Spain and Italy 
as early participants in monetary union is 
as a consequence less of an anathema to 
Germany than it was. A more relaxed 
stance on the fudge, together with some 
real progress on economic convergence, 
make it highly possible that Spain and Italy 
will gain entry at an early stage. Britain’s 
position in all this is a minor image of that 
of the Southern Europeans. While its 
politicians continue to talk the language 


of the Euro-sceptic, there’s little chance 
of the gills market getting swept up in the 
convergence phenomenon - much to the 
anguish of the Treasury, for according to 
a recent report by IBGA. the debt rating 
agency, the beneficial effects on the cost 
of Government borrowing could be worth 
as much as 2p off the basic rate of income 
tax. The economics argue forcibly against 
it too. On present Treasury forecasts, 
Britain is not going to meet the 3 per cent 
Maastricht ceiling on debt as a proportion 
of GDP next year. If the Bank of England 
is right in wbat it said last week about in- 
flation, Britain may not meet the inflation 
criteria either. So although these trends 
in international bond markets seem hard 
to understand from a British perspective, 
even bizarre, there is a modicum of log- 
ic behind them. Britain’s wait and see 
stance on EMU may ultimately prove to 
have been the right one, but boy is it go- 
ing to cost us if it turns out to have been 
wrong. 

Capital turns 
to food 

/Capital Radio needed to do something 
V>-to break out of the present hiatus in 
its development. But whether things are 
desperate enough to justify going out and 
buying a chain of theme restaurants is an- 
other thing. It smacks of management that . 


cannot think of anything better to do. We 
have heard the “synergy” arguments be- 
fore. Capital is a strong marketing brand. 
So it should be able to provide ambiance, 
good music, pleasant surroundings and 
thematic food as well, surely. That was 
Richard Eyre's argument yesterday, as he 
unveiled the £5 Im acquisition of My Kin- 
da Town .There are some sound arguments 
in favour of the restaurant trade. Britons 
still eat out less than their counterparts 
in big Western countries. Moreover, there 
are no signs yet that the phenomenal 
growth in spending on out-of-homc meals 
in recent years is abating. But this is not 
a simple business: tastes change, (rends 
come and go. Furthermore. Capital is buy- 
ing into one of the trendies t business sec- 
tors in (own, and paying the consequent 
top price for the privilege. To be fair. Mr 
Eyre had to do something. The City was 
breathing down his neck, wondering, urg- 
ing him on to bid or be bid for. Unfor- 
tunately, this investment isn’t going to 
convince anyone; are those who thick Cap- 
ital Their Kinda Radio Station going to 
turn to Mt Eyre for Their Kinda Pizza? 
It looks doubtful. 

Harrogate and the 
single currency 

arrogate'.s outlandish and expensive 
conference centre has, despite its size. 


H 


always encouraged a feeling of claustro- 
phobia and when hundreds of company ex- 
ecutives are stuffed together into its 
confined spaces and maze of walkways, it 
is no surprise that tempers get a little 
frayed. Little more than eight hours into 
what was fast turning into a political cir- 
cus yesterday the delegates could be for- 
given for feeling like soft toys pulled 
around by a pack of ravenous terriers. 
Michael Portillo, Michael Heselline, Gor- 
don Brown - the CB! conference this year 
seems more like political hustings than a 
business conference. 

The overwhelming impression was of 
any attempt at serious and much needed 
commercial discussion put on hold until 
after the election. One frustrated delegate 
who will remain nameless summed the pro- 
ceedings up thus; “Most CBI people 
would rather politicians said what they 
stand for than use the conference to slag 
off their opponents.’’ 

Others complained of inability to plan 
when so many of the important decisions 
have yet to be taken. 

On the single currency, for example, 
both main parties are undecided. Not that 
this docs any more than reflect deep di- 
visions within the CBFs own membership. 
The CBI itself is sitting on the fence on 
this vital issue for fear of being engulfed 
by a tidal wave of political flak. With that 
kind of leadership, it is no wonder many 
businesses feel rudderless. 


Higher rates fears as raw 
materials costs jump 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


A jump in the cost of taw ma- 
terials last month due to high- 
er oil prices left the financial 
markets on edge about the risk 
of another increase in interest 
rates. Although underlying in- 
flation at the factory gate re- 
mained. at its lowest for 29 
years, yesterday’s figures were 
not quite as favourable as ex- 
pected. 

Inflation figures due on 
Thursday are expected to show 
that the target measure climbed 
above 3 per cent last month, 
pushed higher by petrol prices. 
By last night’s close the finan- 
cial markets were betting that 
base rates will be a full per- 
centage point higher at 7 per 
cent for June. 

The latest survey of the high 


Manufacturers' costs 





street by the British Retail 
Consortium, published this 
morning, will provide some re- . 
assurance* about inflation- 
prospects. It shows that retail 
sales growth picked up in Oc- 
tober, but the BRC said it did 
not add up to a runaway boom. 


Andrew Higgins on, chair- 
man of die economic affair s 
committee, said: “Whilst re- 
tailers are encouraged by this 
good performance, there is no 
sign of the 1980s-style boom 
that some commentators are 
talking up.” 

The prices manufacturers 
paid for raw materials and fuel 
rose by Oo percent in October. 
It took th e year-on-year rate of 
decline up to minus 2 per cent. 
The increase during the month 
was entirely due to rising crude 
oil prices, which were 45 per 
cent higher than a year earlier. 

This also helped take prices 
charged at the factory gate up 
by 0.2 per cent during the 
month, . although there were . 
smaller increases in the prices , 
of tobaoco, textiles, chemicals, 
and a range of machinery and 
equipment. The annual rate of 


output price inflation edged up 
to 23 per cent. 

Even so. “core” producer 
output prices, excluding food, 
drink, tobacco and energy, rose 
by only 0.9 per cent in the 12 
months to October, matching 
the previous month's low. 

The fact that the oil price was 
mainly to blame tor last 
month's increases reassured 
some analysts. “Inflationary 
pressures are otherwise very 
weak,” said Simon Briscoe at 
Nikko Europe. 

Others were more con- 
cerned. ’"The producer price 
figures are still incredibly good 
but they are not going to get any 
better ” said Robert Barrie at 
8ZTXC-*.::-, .. 

.TJie BRCs satvey, published 
in advance of official figures, 
showed that retail sales grew 5.9 
percent in value in the year to 


October- This was higher than 
September’s 52 per cent but a 
shade under the August-Octo- 
ber average of 6 per cent. 

The report said there had 
been an encouraging start to 
Christmas trading. Sales growth 
remained strong in areas re- 
lated to the bousing market, es- 
pecially furniture and carpets 
where gains were described as 
“excellent”. Sales of personal 
computers were also stellar. 

Separate figures on the 
number of insolvencies from 
accountancy firm Deloitte & 
Touche showed that this year 
looks likely to see the lowest 
number of appointments to re- 
ceiverships and administra- 
tion orders since 1989. 

The total in the 10 months 
to October was 1387, com- 
pared with 2,013 in all of 1995, 
and 1307 in 1989. 


Maxted heads enlarged 
Chesterfield group 


Nigel Cope 


Robert Maxted emerged as 
head of Chesterfied Properties 
yesterday when the company 
paid £21.9m for Albion, his 
privately held property compa- 
ny and installed him as chief ex- 
ecutive of Lhe enlarged group. 

The deal does not represent 
a large windfall gain for Mr 
Maxted wbo built up Pillar 
Properties, as he owns just 3 per 
cent of the oompany. The bulk 
of the shares are held by Legal 
& General, Buiford Holdings 
and Mercury Asset Manage- 
ment 

Roger Wingate, whose father 
founded Chesterfield, will re- 
main as executive chairman. 
There is widespread speculation 
that Mr Maxled’s arrival signals 
a shake-up of Chesterfield's 
assets which include the Cuizon 
chain of London cinemas and 
several West End theatres in- 
cluding Wyndhams. 

Some of Albion’s assets may 


also be sold. Mr Maxted said: 
“The property market has seg- 
mented into those companies 
that are active players and those 
that are not due to balance sheet 
constraints. This deal gives Al- 
bion access to the capital mar- 
kets. The strategy is to become 
more opportunistic." 

It is likely that new develop- 



Stayfng on: Roger Wingate 
Is executive chairman 


merits will form part of the 
-strategy. Albion, which was 
founded a year ago today, has 
a property 'portfolio valued at 
£1 10m, including 28 properties 
such as Tricorn House, an office 
development in Birmingham. Its 
net annual income is £11.4m. 

Chesterfield is paying for the 
acquisition through the issue of 
4 million new shares at 545p and 
2 million warrants at a sub- 
scription price of 700p. 

Mr Maxted’s arrival at 
Chesterfield is certain to herald 
a new era of dynamism at 
Chesterfield which has been re- 
garded as a sleepy player with 
£300m of assets. The news was 
greeted positively in the City 
where Chesterfield shares 
soared 413p to 544p. 

Now 49, Mr Maxted first 
came to prominence in the 
1980s when he was a director of 
Speyhawk. He was later instru- 
mental in budding a £350m 
portfolio for Pillar Properties 
which weni public in 1994. 


Resort 
Hotels 
boss in 
court 


Shareholders of the mainly 
three-star Resort Hotels group 
were “misled” into parting with 
£20.6ra because of the forgeries 
and fake statements by Robert 
Feld, the company’s chief ex- 
ecutive, a jury heard yesterday. 

“Within about two years the 
company was in receivership 
and the shares were value- 
less," said Mr Anthony Evans 
QC. prosecuting at Middlesex 
Crowii Court . 

Mr Feld, 43, of Aubrey 
House, . The Green, Rot- 
tingdean. East Sussex, denies 
three charges of making mis- 
leading statements to share- 
holders and 13 of using false 
instruments m 1992. 

Mr Feld went into the fam- 
ily business, which ran the 
Norfolk Hotel on Brighton’s 
seafront, jafter leaving univer- 
‘ sity. He later formed Norfolk 
Resort Hotels which acquired 1 
the business arid assets of the 
family pa rt ners h ip and of an- 
other business he and his as- 
ter had started in -1980, the 
court heard. _ 

He changed the company's 
name Lo Resort Hotels in 1985 
and the business was qukkfy ex- 
panded, partly by managing ho- 
tels for other companies m 
return for a lee. The group' 
went public in 1988 ana con- 
tinued its expansion pro- 
gramme with the help of 
millions of ' pounds -raised by 
substantial bank, loans, the is- 
sue of debenture ban stock and 
by rights issues. 

Eventually it had 55 prop- 
erties, 3,000 hotel rooms and 
employed 600 staff. • •. 

“Robert Feld was the 'driving 
force behind tite business,* 
said Mr Evans. “He was Reswt 
Hotels.” | . ' 

The lies and forgeries he al- 
legedly told were m respect of 
a £2Q.6m rights issue in 1992. 
Shareholders were induced. to. 
part with £2Q.6m. Mr Evan; 
said- 

Thc rights was the fourth in 
as many years. Including the is- 
sue of some debentures in 
1991, -the company raised in. 
excess of £50m. 

The hearing was adjourned 
until today. 



Sir John Egan, chief executive of BAA 
(pictured, foreground, wJtfi Barry Gibson, 
-retail director), expressed confidence 

yesterday that the airport operator would 
not be included in any Labour windfall tax 
.on the privatised utilities. He said the 
oompany had received “no Indication that 
It would be iitcfcjded*. Pointing to the 

company’s negative cashflow, he ashed: 


How can such a business afford to pay 
more when it is at an absolute maximum of 
negative cashflow?" Earlier reports had 
suggested that BAA might have to pay up 
to £500m under Labour's plans. Sir John 
was speaking as BAA reported a 3.4 per 
cent increase in half-year pre-tax profits to 
£304m. Passenger traffic rose by 33 per 
cent in the period. Photoguph: Philip Meech 


G10 woos emerging countries 


JHI Treanor 

Banking Corresporefertb. 


Central bonkers from the lead- 
ing industrial countries will 
meet regularly with their coun- 
terparts in erheiptig countries 
to increase co-opera lion and es- 
tabltshxfaodards far banking su- 
pervision wprki-widc. • 

The decision was confirmed 
yesterday at a regular monthly 
meeting of {he Bank for In- 
ternational Settteraents/BIS) of 
the Group of Thu (01 0-) central 
bankers m. Basle, Switzerland. . 
It follows months of discussions 
about bow to strengtheaftank- 
ine systems in emerging coun- 
tries following Mexico's 
finan cial crisis in late 1994. 


“It’s an important move. We 
are reaching out to world-wide 
supervisors to get effective su- 
pervision,” a source at the BIS 
said. 

Earlier this year the BIS de- 
cided to extend membership to 
the central banks of nine coun- 


India, Korea, Mexico, Russia, 
Saudi Arabia and Singapore. 
The decision is part of a broad- 
er move by international insti- 
tutions such as the International 
Monetary Fund and World 
Bank to give a greater say to the 
world’s new economic powers. 

HassHetmeyer/chantosn of 
the GlQ'centraJ bankgoveroors 
committee and president of 
the Bundesbank, raid after the 


meeting yesterday that the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) was interested in foster- 
ing co-operation between the 
Basle Committee on Banking 
Supervirion and the represen- 
tatives from emerging coun tries. 

“I hope in the end they will 
elaborate some guidelines for 
supervision. On one hand for 
the industrial countries and 
also for emerging countries," 
Mr Hetmeyer said. 

Recommendations by the 
Basle Committee, made up of 
supervisors from the G20 and 
Laxemboing, tend to form stan- 
dards for banking practice glob- 
ally and the G 10 hopes to make 
its work more accessible to 
non-GlO supervisors. 



Whatever you 
want - M JN 
have the 
answer 


MJN introduce two powerful 
multimedia systems with incredible 
specifications at truly amazing prices. 
These systems come ready for use with 
Lotus SmaitSuite 96 and other applications 
and are are now available direct for home and small 
business users. For a limited period each system also 
includes a 28.8 BABT fax/data /Internet modem. 


HUN Mttae* MT 

® Intel Pentium P133MH2 processor 1P133 model) or 6x86 
PI 66+ processor manufactured by IBM (P166+ model) 

« 16Mb EDO RAM (P133 model) or 32Mb EDO RAM 
(P166+ model) 

® 256K pipeline burst cache; 3.5' diskette drive 

° 1CB (P133 model) or 2Gb (P166+ model) enhanced 
IDE hard disk 

-> Eight speed IDE CD-ROM drive 

’ 14' (P133 model) or 15" (P168+ model) crisp sharp 
.28dp N) SVGA screen 

° Integrated stereo 16-bit sound card, PC joystick and 2 
stereo speakers 

o MJN 7 bay midi-tower, 2 fast 16550 serial and 
enhanced parallel ports 

c Integrated 64-bit graphics (uses upto 2Mb RAM) 

• Software MPEG capability with video acceleration 

• Windows 95 105 keyboard and mouse 

• V34 28J3 BABT internal fax/data modem 
(Bmtted to fast 500 orders) 

Software 

- Microsoft Windows 95 

• Lotus SmartSuite 96 far Windows 95 with Word Pip, 
Freelance, 1-2-3, Organizer, Approach and SmarrPrcs 
pre-loaded 

■ GSP Software suite with Pnesswrks, Destgmwrks, 
Homewtae and Money pre-loaded 

• CD Multimedia titles including Infopaedta UK 96 
encyclopedia with reference books. Bodyworks v5 and 
WinTutor 95 





M 33 MNM , p 

- l£Mb RAM I X 

- iGbW> 

• 14* Screen 


1173 


.83 

inc.VAT 


W9 


+VAT 


P166+ HoM, p 

• 32ARAM I X 

• Wj HO 

• 15" Screen 


1397 


.08 

lnc.VAT 


1189 


+VAT 


MJN Special Offers Extended November 15th 



MJN 01282 777 555 

■ W ■ I ™ Telephone sales fanes are open Monday- Friday 9.00am - 7.00pm. Saturday 9.00am -5.00pm 

Mjn Technology Unfitted. GranvJSe House. Blackburn Rd, Si monstone. Burnley, Lancs. EJB12 7GT. r«. tnasa m 556. fm 01282 77 08 m. 
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F7SE100 

39144 .+ 3.6 


Allied Domecq in shape to retain Cinderella ratings 


taking stock 


FTSE250 

4395.8 +■ 0.2 


FTSE350 
1954.9 + 1-5 


SEAQ VOLUME 

492.8m shares, 
36324 bargains 
Gilts Index 
93.73 - 0.01 


Share spotlight 


share pito. penes 



NO J FMAMJ J ASO W 


Allied Domecq’s surprising 'de- 
cision to keep its shape caught 
the stock market on the hop. 
The shares slumped 16.5p to 
46Sp, the worst performance of 
any blue chip, as the weekend 

guidan ce thnt nwv chai rman Sir 

Christopher Hogg had decid- 
ed to stick with his inheritance 
and not indulge in a demerg- 
er took its inevitable toll. 

The market had been con- 
vinced that struggling Allied, 
a long time underperformer, 
would split itself into two -re- 
tailing and spirits. But Sir 
Christopher, who divided 
Courtaulds into two-stand 
alone companies, has, it seems, 
decided to stay with Allied's 
sprawling mixture of interests. 

The drinks group is due to 
announce its results today. 
They will be poor. Unless 
there is a positive trading state- 
ment the shares are likely to 
head back towards the 422p 
low hit in August. 

Yet another round of Allied 


misfortune is something the 
market has learned to accom- 
modate with the shares for Ic 
regarded as the Cinderella 
tiie drinks industry. 

The market had an uncer- 
tain session, managing, on the 
bade of New York, todose with 
a modest phis, up 3.6 pointsat 
3,914.4. Turnover was again 
thin with few investors pre- 
pared to chance their arm. 

East Midlands Electricity 
achieved a IQp gain to 603 Jp 
although the signalled strike 
from Do mini on Resources 
failed to materialise. CMS, 
another US group, still lurks 
and there is talk Do mini on & 
trying to play a waiting game 
with its rumoured US rival. 

Eurodisc Electronic, ah 
electronic components dis- 
tributor, fell to a new low, off 
16p at 154p. Earlier this year 
the shares topped 300p with 
talk of a bid of around 360p a 
share. The group is the victim 
of a change of mind by Elek- 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


trcwati, the big Swiss group. It 
merged its electronics business 
with the old Electronic House 
and emerged as a 42 per cent 
shareholder in the combined 
group. Eurodisc. Elektrowatt 
was seen - and managed to 
give the impression - it was a 
long-term shareholder. 

Then came Lhe change of di- 
rection. The Swiss said they in- 
tended to sell their stake to the 
highest bidder to help pay for 
their takeover of Landis & Gyr, 
an electronics business. 

There was, however, no rush 
to buy and Elektrowatt. 
through UBS, bad to resort to 
an institutional placing at 220p 
to unload its shares. Since 
then Eurodisc has warned of 


difficult trading conditions. 

Guinness firmed Up to 
437p. NatWest Securities is 
puzzled by the shares’ big dis- 
count to the market- a rever- 
sal of the rating of five years 
ago. The securities house think 
the price should be IQ per cent 
higher. 

My Kinds Tbwn, the restau- 
rants group, gained 20p to 
187p as Capita] Radio 
emerged as the bidder- The 
media group’s surprising new 
wavelength left its shares 16p 
off at 577 Jp. 

Chelsea Village, the football 
dub, remained in the takeover 
tunnel up 12p at 1175p. New- 
comer Majestic Wine, a drinks 
warehouse chain, enjoyed a 


’ ferment, stretching .to; 
j from its I60p placing. 
Scottish Highland Hotels was 
sightly more inhibited, gaining 

LL5p to 1375p. 

Rafltracfc steamed ahead 
13p to 289p ahead of profits 
figures on Friday. A 74 per cent 
surge to £155m is e^>ectcd. 
The controversial share sale 
has so far been a runaway suc- 
cess for the army ofSidS which 
alighted oh; the last big pri- 
vatisation exercise of the pre- 
sent GoveramenL Thlk of huge 
property assets and intriguing 
plans to exploit these riches 
have helped drive the shares 
from a springtime 190p flota- 
tion price. 

Beltway, the builder which 
raised £I6m through a placing 
on Friday at 4233p, held at 
34Z5p. Stockbroker Qiarter- 
house Tilney has nudged this 
year’s profit forecast higher to 
£37-5m and is shootmg for 
£44m next year. 

The shares, it says, are “one 


of the safest ■and mpstatlrac- 
tive in file sector”. 

Circle '• industries 


Bine 

added 8p to 386 -5p as analysts 
examined its'US operations 
It0' 


on HSBC James Cape! sup- 
port. Aviva Petroleum gained 
8 p to. 40 . 5 p with some specu-' 


□ Paramount, the puh 

bovers.at 6-Sp. There Is talk 

of* cash to todp finance 

a takeover with the 50 per 

cent sharehoWiDg in to j 01 ® 1 . 

pub venture. Real InnSy a 

Hbrfy target. Nomura, the 
Japanese Investment house, 
stts on7S8 per cent and oth- 
er shareholders Include Bass. 


ity of a bid for Unified! 
unchanged at 16p.-"' ■“ .- 

Ruxhoro, theckctrical dome 


Friday after another profit 
warning, managed-# modest, 
rally i. up 12p to 135p, on dS- 
rector buying. 

Chesterfield, the property 
group gained 41JSp to 544p as 
Robert Maxted's property in- 
terests were reversed into the 
company and ■' Mr Maxted 
emerged as chief executive: He 
is expected to sell Chester- 
field’s London West End the- 


OSloddbrokerTeather &. ; 

Greenwood Eke Flare, the <*■ 

ramies group- Profits of 

£3-la» expected this year 
with £SJhrhenL the shares 
are I55p- 


acres. Greycoat rose 5pto 

">id from 


154p as it resisted a bid 
.Moorfield Estates. 


sources, seeking precious 
gems, expects to move from 
QfeXtoAlM early next year, - ; 
It has raised £tOG JM!6 
through a placing with an . 
unidentified investor Tests at 
the company’s Swedish site - 
have confirmed the presence 
of diamond indicator 
minerals. 
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Call it wacky, but sterling is on 
target for a classic market error 


E anyone knows that mar- 
kets make mistakes. You 

can always see that alter 

uie inevitable correction and 
wonder how people could have 
aDowed themselves to be 
drawn into such a trap. More 
tun, though, is judging when a 
mistake is taking place: havinz 
the courage lo say that this or 
that market response must be 
wrong. 

The current narrowing of 
spreads in European govern- • 
meat bonds - with, for exam- 
ple, a rapid sudden fell in 
long-term Italian interest rates 
- is a good example of market 
error, as the Commentary Col- 
umn in this section has the 
courage today to explain. 

But most fun of all is spot- 
ting the market error that is 
about to happen: the sudden 
swing of fashion that pushes a 
currency, or a set of securities, 
to an extreme level, and which 
is subsequently unwound. Here 
is one current candidate, a 
market error that bus not yet 
happened but which may well 
happen in the next few months. 

It concerns sterling. It is 
now dear that the weakness of 
the pound over the last year 
was an error, bur what about its 
current strength? And what 
about the coming sterling 
boom? 

You hadn't heard about the 
coming sterling boom, but it is 
an interesting potential phe- 
nomenon for the next 18 
months. There has been a 
change in tone in the percep- 
tion of the pound in the last 
few weeks. Whereas it was 
generally to be assumed to be 
a chronically weak currency - 
a long-term sell, even if in the 
short term profits could be 
made by holding it- now it was 
beginning to be seen as an or- 
dinary currency, not par- 
ticularly strong, but not 
inherently weak. Kleinwoit 
Benson Securities noted in a 
recent circular that it detect- 
ed a change in the perception 
of its overseas customers: ster- 
ling was no longer seen as a 
weak currency. 

The same paper also noted 


pound on UK monetary policy. 
It is an interesting thesis and 
deserves a wider audience. 
The centra] point is. that the 
Bank of England may be un- 
derestimating this effect in its 
concern about inflation , The 
chart puts together the ex- 
change rate and the interest 
rate impact on monetary pol- 
icy. The exchange rate effect is 
converted on the Treasury's 
four-to-one rule of thumb, 
where a 4 per cent rise (or fell) 
in the exchange rate is deemed 
equal to a 1 per cent rise or fell 
in base rates. 

You can see that whereas, 
during the spring a lower ex- 
change rate was reinforcing the 
lax interest rate stance, by 
mid-summer this was much 
less marked, and about a 
month before the rise in base 
rates the exchange rate began 
seriously to tighten the mone- 
tary stance. The effect of that 
last quarter-point on base rates 
is dwarfed by the rise in ster- 
ling which is equivalent to a 
one-and-a-half point rise in 
interest rates. 

The Kleinwort Benson team 
goes cm to argue that there are 
several reasons to believe that 



Hamish 

McRae 

I think there is 
a serious danger 
that the pound 
will become too 
strong in a 
couple of years, 
not too weak. If 
that happens 
remember where 
you read this first 


the pound’s strength will con- 
tinue. These indude the feci 
that it is undervalued against 
the mark: it may benefit further 
if the recovery of the oil price 
continues; and it may be boost- 
ed by EMU-related speculation 
(of which more in a moment). 

At any rate, the KB team 
suggest rates of DM 235 and 
$1.70 next year, and suggests 
that this will take place with- 
out the need for as sharp a rise 
in base rates as markets expect: 
6-5 per cent by end-1997 rather 
than an indicated market ex- 
pectation of 735 per cent. 

A1J very interesting, and I for 
one, find it very convincing. But 
let’s go one stage further and 
look at the dynamics of this 
stronger sierimg. Next year a 
stronger pound will come at a 
time when the economy is 
growing fast, fester than any of 
the other European countries. 
It will come at a time of con- 
siderable political unrest, part- 
ly brought about by efforts to 
meet the Maastricht conver- 
gence criteria. There may at 
some stage in the next 18 
months be an unravelling of the 
whole Maastricht process, if for 
example, the elimination of 
the mark is rejected by the Ger- 


iJvr 


_«.■ s’ • 


UK monetary policy - how tight 









man parliament, or if unem- 
ployment across the Conti- 
nent continues to climb. 

It is not politically coned at 
the present time to suggest that 
the plan will fall to pieces, but 
it would be absurd to reject the 
possibility. 

At the moment, the main ar- 
gument that gilts may very 
well rise is on grounds of con- 
vergence: we might make up 
the leeway against the “hard” 
European currencies if there is 
even an outside possibility of 
participation in the Euro at 
stage one. 

But there is another, entirely 
opposite possibility: that yields 
von converge because u be- 
comes clear that either EMU 
will not happen, or if h does, 
the euro wul be a chronically 
weak currency. 

Britain, for its part, will have 
a new government, with a new 
popular mandate. It is difficult 
to see ary set of circumstances 
where the new government 
will be weaker than the present 
one, and if it is a majority 
Labour government, there win 
be great pressure to be seen to 
be “correct’* on the currency 
front. (Memories of the de- 
valuation of 1967 and the IMF 
rescue of 1976 linger in the 
markets’ sub-conscious.) 

. On balance, a Labour gov- 
ernment will be more con- 
cerned to avoid a fall in the 
value of sterling than a Tory 
one. 

Pul all this together and 
there is a the ma kings of a mar- 
ket error: pushing the pound up 
too far. 

If you said that to people 
nine months ago it would have 
seemed ridiculous. Now it sim- 
ple seems a bit whacky, prob- 
ably wrong, but given the 
startling (and largely unpre- 
dieted) recovery in the pound, 
at least conceivable. But 
whacky ideas have away of be- 
come accepted wisdom. 

I think there is a serious dan- 
ger that sterling will become 
too strong in a couple of years' 
time, not too weak. If that hap- 
pens, remember where you 
read it first. 


RSA redefines work 
without its director 


You may know that the Royal 
Society for the Encourage- 
ment of Arts. Manufactures 
and Commerce, better known 
as the RSA, is chaired by Prn 
Leith, the famous upmarket 
caterer. 

What was certainly news to 
me is that Peter Cowling, the 
RSA’s director for just over a 
year, has just resigned “to 
pursue other business oppor- 
tunities”. 

James Sandison. the RSA's 
director of finance, has 
stepped into the breach as 
acting director. 

Sources dose to the RSA's 
John Adam Street offices, off 
the Strand in London, say the 
ousted Mr Cowling is in line 
for a £200,000 pay-off. 
Apparently the redoubtable 
Ms Leith and Mr Cowling did 
not gel too well. 

A spokeswoman for the 
RSA insists the parting of the 
ways has been entirety amica- 
ble. As for any pay-on, she 
says: “I don't know about 
that." 

The RSA has run a number 
of high-profile campaigns 
aimed at business, including 
last year’s Tomorrow’s Com- 
pany project. It will launch a 
new campaign in the spring 
titled Redefining Work - but 
without Mr Cowling. 

The Personal Investment Au- 
thority (PIA) has launched a 
leak inquiry into how a confi- 
dential paper relating to the 
mis-sellmg of pensions found 
its way into the hands of our 
very own Nic Cicutti. 

You may recall that the 
paper revealed that ihe com- 
panies involved were taking 
tar longer to investigate their 
cases of mis-seliing than origi- 
nally planned, ana that the 
company with the most cases 
outstanding was the Pruden- 
tial- 

Leading the PlA’s inquiry 
is Sir Brian Cnbbon GCB, 
former Permanent Secretary 
at the Home Office. 

The PIA says: “In the first 
instance. Sir Brian Cubbon's 
report will be made to the 
chairman of the PIA, Joe 
Palmer, for his consideration. 
Subsequent to that it will be 
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made available to the rele- 
vant authorities.’* 

Rumours that Mr Cicutti 
has been moved to a safe 
house in Palermo have not 
been confirmed. 

The Prudential stunned the 
City yesterday by poaching 
Nick Mustoe,’ a mere stripling 
aged 34. to head up UK equi- 
ties at Prudential Portfolio 
Managers, one of the world’s 
biggest investment managers 
with more than £88bn under 
management. 

Mr Mustoe has been prised 
away from PDFM, the suc- 
cessful pension fund special- 
ists, where he has been 
responsible for a piddling 
£3.7bn for the past 1 1 years. 
At PPM, Mr Musioe's piggy 
bank will bulge to £32bn. 

City dealing rooms inter- 
pret this as the Pro’s most ag- 
gressive attempt yet to shake 
off its fusty old image and 
promote young Turks. 

At the BBC's gala dinner last 
week, celebrating 60 years of 
glorious television, the Gran- 
ada table was right next to the 
Yorkshire Tyne Tees t3hle. 

Purely coinciden tally, 
Granada is stalking YTE 
Anyway, at a suitable pause 
during the festivities, Charles 
Allen, Granada's chief execu- 
tive. goes over to Ward 
Thomas, head of YTE and 
shakes him by the hand. 


Seeing this, Granada's 
chairman. Gerry Robinson, 
leaps to his feet and does the 
same. Mr Rohinson then 
leans down to the seated Mr 
Thomas and murmurs: “I re- 
ally shouldn’t he seen talking 
to "you. Every lime we’re seen 
in public together your share 
price jumps up again." 

More than 200 CB1 delegates 
at the CB1 conference in Har- 
rogate had a special treat last 
night - fish ‘n’ chips opera. 

The “gala" supper in 
Guiseiey near Leeds was held 
at the original Harry Rams- 
den's fish and chip shop, the 
first of -a large ehain of shops. 

Singers from Opera North 
circulated the tables, Serena d- 
ing the lucky plutocrats. 

The menu consisted of fish 
and chips, of course, “with 
generous helpings of mushy 
peas - if the delegates* consti- 
tutions were up to it.“ a 
spokesman said. 

No week is complete without 
at least one good rumour 
about Tom Ruhython, founder 
and editor of Sunday Business. 
The latest is that Mr 
Rubython is to run as an 
independent MP at the next 
general election. 

“Where would I find the 
time?” guffawed our hero. 

But he does not rule it ouL 

John Willcock 
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TUESDAY vnvPJtfBER 1 996 - DEPENDENT 


BUSINESS TRAVEL 


Tips on how 
to Lounge 
around 


Ask business travellers waiting 
in a crowded departure lounge 
at Heathrow what has been the 
most irritating change in recent 
years, and many will mention 
the changes to eligibility rules 
for British Airways’ Executive 
Club. The airline decided that 
frequent travellers who use 
cheaper tickets should no longer 
qualify' for Silver and Gold 
levels, and so lose access to 
airport lounges: that's why mam 1 
business travellers find them* 
selves stuck with the crowds. 

Yet rather than sitting and 
fuming in the shopping maU that 
passes for an airport lounge 
these days, there are solutions 
to the unwelcome new status of 
an unwelcome passenger. 
Airport lounges are opening up 
on a pay-per-visit basis, and at 
London's main 


airports a 
nominal invest- 
ment will buy 
you a little 
quiet solitude 
before the 
flight - even if 
you are travel- 
ling on a 
charter flight. 

One particularly accessible 
such lounge is at the south 
terminal at Gatwick. Wedged 
between gates 12 and 14 is the 
Premier Lounge, operated by 
Air Navigation Services. For 
£10, including VAT. travellers 
can relax in a compact but 
comfortable lounge which has 
everything from fax facilities to 
a good view of the runway. It 
opens daily between 6am and 
10pm. 

If full-farepaying passengers 
in the Servisair Lounges at 
Gatwick have noticed a few 
more customers than usual, it 


‘A nominal 
investment will 
buy you a little 
quiet solitude 
before the flight’ 


The idea seems to be working, 
judging by the way the scheme 
has been extended to caver 
many more airports at home 
and abroad. 

Pressure on space at 
Heathrow means the budget 
business traveller's task at 
Britain's busiest airport is 
tougher. Best advice for passen- 
gers is to arrive and depart by 
air, thus making use of the 
“Comfort and Care” level at 
Heathrow's giant new Flight 
Connections Centre. It has an 
inner sanctum - the Rest and 
Relaxation area - and is oper- 
ated by Thomas Cook. For a 
nominal sum, you can shower, 
snooze or study in calm. 

For Heathrow-originating 
passengers, Thomas Cook also 
operates a business centre in the 
Queen’s Build- 
ing. For an 
annual corpo- 
rate fee of £495 
you can qualify 
for reduced- 
price facilities 
at the centre, 

f ilus use of a 
ounge. This 

could be good 

news for travellers using termi- 
nals one and two, because the 
centre is placed neatly between 
them (though inconveniently 
“ lands! de" rather than after 
rt control), 
passenger 


might be that they are holiday- 


makers heading for the sun. ’ 
Sovereign brochure from First 
Choice offers package tourists 
welcome respite in the lounge 
for a fee of around £12. Since 
check-in limes for charter flights 
are typically two hours ahead of 
departure, there is plenty of 
time to enjoy the free facilities. 


secun 

The economy 
who finds him or herself flying 
on Swissair will look forward to 
the transfer at Zurich, too. The 
Swiss carrier invites economy 
passengers to visit the airport 
lounge for a ''nominal" sum 
(though given the strength of 
die local currency, this could stiD 
dent your wallet). It is to be 
hoped that more airlines will 
acknowledge that business trav- 
ellers use economy tickets, too, 
and appreciate the peace, and 
productive potential that only 
an executive lounge can offer. 


Premier Lounge, Gatwick: 
01293568306. 

Heathrow Business Centre: 
0181-7592434. 


Ifou have never 



•••ws 



A week ago, British Airways had 
a Bad Air Day across the 
Atlantic. Not the baggage 
handling dispute that left at least 
4,000 items of luggage at 
Heathrow Ter minal 4 rather 
than accompanying their 
owners, nor intense lobbying 
again st its proposed link with 
American Airlines. Instead, it 
was an engine problem with an 
eastbound Concorde that 
caused embarrassment for BA 
staff. Yet the episode served to 
underline how much the airline 
industry is driven by the need 
to cater for business travellers 
these days. 

Passengers on the afternoon 
Concorde flight from New York 
had just passed the speed of 
sound when the supersonic 
plane was forced to return to 
Kennedy airport. The fault 
could not immediately be recti- 
fied, so space was sought on 
subsonic flights for the 100 
inconvenienced passengers. But 
bookings were so heavy in Fust 
Class that the frustrated super- 
sonic travellers were faced with 
a choice of squeezing into Club 
World or waiting for space in 
First on the last flight of the day. 

The point is that business 
travel is replicating the feel- 
good factor and real-good 
numbers that tell of economic 
buoyancy in the Western world. 
Conventional wisdom says that 
if you can fill the premium 
cabins on a transatlantic jet 
then you break even on the 
flight - anything you gain from 
the economy cabin provides 
pure profit. The wounds caused 
by the Gulf War have finally 
healed, and business travel 
suppliers are looking eagerly at 
the executive to restore full 
health to balance sheets. 

This is why almost every 
index of business travel costs is 
rising. Eurostar trains from 
London Waterloo to Paris and 
Brussels have put 30 per cent on 
first class fares since the service 
was launched two years ago. A 
squeeze on qualify hotel beds 
means, a ccor ding to Hogg 
Robinson BTL, that rates have 
recovered to peak 1980s levels; 
£50 isnowa figure to be scoffed 
at, rather than a sum that a 
proficient agent could negotiate 
down to for a single hotel room- 
night- 

The American Express index 
of air fares shows the cost of 
business class flights increasing 
significantly in the third quarter 


I The 

I Ne 


New York 


Air 


line 


that's 

quicker 

to the 

heart of 
Manhattan 


Continental give you a choice of 20 flights, offering our BusinessFirst service, from 
London Gatwick and Manchester every week. All landing at New York/Newark, the 
most modern and convenient airport for the centre of Manhattan. And you'll enjoy a 
complimentary limousine transfer to your hotel or office*. Contact your travel agent 
or Continental on 0800 747800. www.flycontinental.com 


•Certain conditions apply to compHnwraarv Gnwusinss. For fuH details c*fl C o nt inen tal. 


Continental 

Airlines 



Simon Calder explains why increased rompetition is good news for the customer 
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Business travellers are nowadays used to being pampered in opulent surroundings sucti asrthose at Abu Dhabi Airport Photograph: Emma Boam 


of 1996 -an inevitable phenom- 
enon as airlines seek to capi- 
talise on higher demand to 
compensate for a succession of 
dismal years. 

Yet suppliers are aot getting 
away with simply racking up 
prices. In an intensely compet- 
itive market, any serious enter- 
prise has to offer value-for- 
money. This may be repre- 
sented by a genuinely 24-hour 
service from a business travel 
agent in return for a negotiated 
contract fee. Or it could be 
provided by a hotel room that 
Is properly equipped to meet the 
demands of an executive who 
does not possess a degree in 
electronic engineering and a 
soldering iron - but does need 
to contact head office digitally. 

Anyone caught in the 
commercial uncertainties of 
the late 1990s hesitates to quote 
Harold Macmillan’s: “YbuVe 


never had it so good”. Yet as far 
as the business traveller is 
concerned, there is a substan- 
tial amount of truth in the 
saying. As the round of 
improvements in interconti- 
nental air travel draws to a ck»e, 
executives are stretching their 
legs to take advantage of the 
50-60 inches of seat pitch that 
have become the norm in busi- 


ness class, before waking op 
with a hot shower in the arrivals 


lounge and then beading for the 
free limousine transfer. 

Now the battle has begun on 
short-haul routes. A dozen 
European airlines are busily 
expanding comfort and 
reducing hassle for premium 
passengers on short bops -not 
least because increasingly many 
city pairs have an alternative 
high-speed rail link. Under 
Richard Branson's sphere of 
influence. Eurostar is malting 


serious moves for meeting the 
business traveller's needs rather 
than merely waiting for 
customers to show up. But the 
news last week that overnight 
services from provincial cities to 
the Continent have been post- 
poned for yet another year 
gives the airlines another cfaanoe 
to create a winning route 
network from airports outside 
London. 

There is no significant 
evidence so far that executives 
in Exeter or Edinburgh are. 
taking advantage of telecom- - 
muting to avoid travelling alto- 
gether. Indeed, information 
technology seems to have more, 
of a role as a tool of the trav- 
eller-enabling easy contact 
with base- than as a reasOn to 
stay home. Leading business 
travel agencies say they 
predicted this all along, and 
point to the example of the tele- 


phone. When this instrument of 
communication was invented, it 
actually stimulated traveL 
. Some comfort, then, for 
travel agents under pressure 
from suppliers wanting to cut 
commissions and cheats who 
want to book direct and make 
the most of electronic distrib- 
ution system. No-one expects 
foe next few years . to be easy for - 
agents, but foe winners are 
likely to be those v who cum 
foese threats into Opportunities 
- negotiating “management 
fee” arrangements that make 
commission levels irrelevmt, 
and patting customers ratline 
to a- database of dealp. that- 
reflect the agent’s baying 
muscle. 


the no-fuss, no-frills service 
offered by EasyJet can actually 
make journeys smoother is 
well as cheaper. While company t 
accountants are smirking atthe * 


can perceive a dark dcrad, it is 
probably the one hovering over 
Luton. As thousands of execu- 
tives have found in foe past year, 


accountants are smirkingat the 
savings on flights to Amsterdam 
or Barcelona, the traveller is 
finding that ticket! ess travel 
reduces one element of stress 
from a journey- and that being 
able to park a car about 100 
yards from the aircraft is a 
benefit worth at least as much 
as an executive lounge or a 
handful of Air Miles. 

The remainder of the Millen- 
nium will see a still more fierce 
battle for foe hearts, minds 
*nd frames* flyer loyalties of 
eraaitives. And as 
tfofctzavef industry 

1 shoWhj-therw^ie^via^je the 

busine&tras'&ferL so^j&as 

he or foe can find rodqf^t the, 
front of the plane. - ? 



What would a 
BA/AA tie-up 
mean for New 
York travellers? 
Richard Quest 
reports 


This week British Airways 
begins a new offer on the East 
coast of America weekend 
Breaks to Britain for just $289. 


At prevailing exchange rates 
A first < 


that is around £176. A first class 
sleeper return to Glasgow on 
British Rail costs £226. Why is 
BA offering such generosity? 
Because it is in hot competition 
for business across the Atlantic, 
and the principal competitor is 
American Airlines. Ask your 
travel agent to book you from 
London to New York and you 
will probably end up on aircraft 
of one or the other. End up, 
because out of an average 23 
daily flights between the cities 
six airports 13 are run by British 
Airways or American. 

Both in the morning and at 
night, between them they depart 
half an hour apart. In compe- 
tition with each other they have 
effectively built a transatlantic 
Shuttle service. In terms of 
westbound traffic from London, 
it means throughout the 
working day there's always ooe 
or other ready to leave. And that 
does not include the others on 
the route: a collection of airlines 
who have to resort on more than 
frequency to attract custom. 

Virgin relies on service and 
gimmicks like seat back video 
as, limousines for Upper Class 
and a generous frequent flier 
programme. United Airlines 
and Continental concentrate 
on the bulk of US customers 
and those flying onto other 
destinations using New York. 



at running extra 767 
mop up any demand 
off other business. So ’any 
restrictions probably involve V 
.slot confiscation at Heathrow 
for BA - another hotly 
contested issue, but one that is 
probably the price the airline 
will have to pay to tie up with 
American. 

As the new market opens up 
encouraging nascent competi- 
tion will be paramount It will 
be the equivalent of holding the 
tiger by the tail while the prey 
grows up. Already Continental 
has filed to fly six times a day 
to Heathrow. Virgin waits with 
its wings. The answer seems to 
be grant these requests andpve 
BA/AA Alliance real heavy 
weight competition. NoFObs- 
cure flights, like El AT* narrow 


bodied 757 from Si 
Newark eveiy Friday, 
ness traveller would 
choose that 
Instead, the executive 
hope that more carri 
encouraged to cross the 
to Heathrow, pick up . _ 
gers, and fly them tor 
country destinations (a 3 
body contested issue), 
the Atlantic promises to becSne 
more importantnot less.II BA 
wishes to team up with Amer- 
ican and believes that &neces- 
sary to compete in- global^ 



When worlds colfkie: The British Airways and American Airlines merger is not unfettered 


Air India, Kuwait Airways and 
El AI use London as a stop over 
and fill empty seats by deeply 
discounting tickets in the 
London bucket shops. 

None of the other carriers has 
devoted the same resources as 
BA or American to London - 
New York, to create the same 
critical mass. So the legi tima te 
question is; tf they team up what 
happens to the fierce competi- 
tion? Which is why the Global 


Alliance needs the utmost 
scrutiny. 

An unfettered merger would 


dearly be a traveller's night- 
it what 


mare. Luckily that is. nor 
is being proposed. The offer 
instead is Open Skies. 
Heathrow, the airport preferred 
by 80 per cent of customers, 
would be opened up to. all 
comers. Slots could be bought 
and sold. Ail and sundry could 
fly from Britam to America. But 


opening up LHRwili require a 
great deal of care. 

You do not sweep away 
decades of ‘Treaty regulation 
overnight - not ifyou want to 
create true competition. For the 
authorities in Washington, 
London and Brussels now 
looking at the Alliance foe trick 
is to ensure true competition is 
not stifled by the creation of a 
new BA — Behemoth Airlines. 
American Airlines is a master 


high because of the enormous*, 
resources that American brings, 
to bear. 

R>r regular 'fransatkntic trav- 
ellers the prospect of foeworlds 
giant airline alliances ' doing 
battle for business Is glorious. 
The hope is that hrthe end,' 
flying from London to New 
York will always be as cheap as 
going to Glasgow. 


Richard Quest is BBC. Corre^. 
spondent in New York who 

crosses the Atlantic an average of 

30 times ayear. . ,r 


It's not just stoc ks and share 


that go up and down in The City. 





Air UK now fly from London City Airport to Amsterdam and Edinburgh. 



A MOKE INTELLIGENT APPROACH. 
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Docklands no longer badlands 


On the waterfront City Airport In London’s Docklands 


t 



Photograph:Geraim Lewis 


How many times have you been 
m the position I found myself 
■fl 1381 Monday, touching down 30 
minutes late. at Heathrow 
because of air traffic control 
congestion, then waiting a 
further half-hoar for the 
baggage to catch up? The 
contrast with my journey . 
yesterday was marked; 1 arrived 
m London on time, and wi thin 
20 minutes was in the office. 

The secret, as you may weD • 
have guessed, is that 1 flew 
mlo London City airport. Since 
the Docklands airport opened 
a dec ade agp, no-one has denied 
its convenience. But only this 
year has it acquired the 
momentum of a route network 
necessary to sustain itself and 
ease the burden of the business 
traveller. 

When London City first 
opened, you could travel to 
just two destinations in one 
kind of aircraft. Paris and 
Amsterdam were on offer, using 
Dash-7 propeller aircraft. Even 
the best inflight service could 
not disguise the fact that these 
were small, slow and noisy. 
New routes came and went, but 
London City proved a financi al 
drain on the resources of its 
backers. 

The turning point took place 
one Sunday morning in the 
summer of 1988, when a well- 
executed air show demonstrated 
that jet aircraft could use the 
Docklands airport without deaf- 


1 

London GBy is leading the battle against the 
mqjor airports to secure the custom of the 
commercial wayfarer. Simon Calder reports 


ening local residents. Soon 
British Aerospace 146s were 
flying from London City, 
boosting speed, comfort and 
appeal to business travellers. 

Yet still the balance sheet 
remained stained deeply red. To 
appeal to business travellers, an 
airpo rt needs both length and 
breadth; a long list of possible 
destinations, and a wide range 
of departures to each. Only this 
year has the critical mass finally 
been attained. - 
Two main forces have been at 
work, both of them resulting 
from developments at London’s 
big two airports. The first is 
increasing congestion at 
Heathrow, which has led smaller 
niche airlines to see opportu- 
nities at an airport onty half the 
distance from the Bank Of 
England compared with 
Heathrow. Accordingly, the 
Belgian earner VLM and 
CityJel (now divorced from 
Virgin Atlantic) have forged 
links to Antwerp, Rotterdam, 
Dusseldorf and Dublin. 

The other impact has come 
from British Airways, which 
has yet to offer any services from 
London City. BA has, however, 
introduced nights from Gatwick 


to Edinburgh in. competition 
with Air UK. The smaller oper- 
ator felt the route was unable 
to sustain such intense compe- 
tition, so mewed its Edinburgh 
flights to London City. Having 
established a base, Air UK has 
also introduced service* to 
Amsterdam and Rotterdam, 
complementing those from its 
Stansied HQ. Suddenly London 
City has become significani in 
aviation. 

The journey is still not 
entirely smooth; World Airlines, 
which started up its only route 
from City to Amsterdam, has 
withdrawn the service. And my 
own subjective, survey of the 
shuttle buses finking the Dock- 
lands airport with Canary Wharf 
and Liverpool Street station 
reveals most stiD running mostly 
empty. But once the Jubilee 
Line extension provides better 
transportation to the east of 
London, City airport can expect 
to mature still further. 

ft could face competition 
from an unexpected source, 
though. The most mocked 
airport in Britain is suddenly a 
serious contender in aviation. 
You can slOL, like Lorraine 
Chase, be wafted to paradise 


from Luton airport. But now 
you can also reach Scotland’s 
three largest cities and a range 
of European capitals from 
Copenhagen to Madrid. 

When EasyJut began flying 
from Luton to Glasgow and 
Edinburgh a year ago, everyone 
thought that its £29 (plus £5 tax) 
fares would appeal strictly to 
leisure travellers. The inflight 
service can most politely be 
compared with London's 
commuter trains, hut with fares 
undercutting the competition so 
fiercely about one in three of its 
passengers arc business trav- 
ellers. Another reason could be 
the supreme ease of ticketless 
travel that the airline pioneered 
in the UK - once you've tried 
it, you become a convert, which 
could be why BA has picked up 
on the concept for domestic 
flights. 

As the EasyJet network has 
expanded to Amsterdam. 
Barcelona and Nice, a new 
competitor has emerged. Lulon- 
hased Debonair aims squarety 
for the business traveller, on a 
route network that extends 
from Newcastle to Rome. It 
offers high-quality inflight 
service using BAe 146 equip- 



ment. and is chasing intra- 
Europcan business loo. At last, 
Luton is being taken seriously 
as a scheduled airport. 

The third contender has 
some catching up to do. but is 
set to double its route network 
in January. To find Biggin Hill 
International Airport amid the 
leafy downfand southeast of 
London, just look out lor 
Keston Cattery; the airfield is 
next on the left. Nearbj, too, is 
»■*»» which means Biggin 
Hill has quite a sizeable catch- 
ment area. Furthermore, it 
boasts a dnor-to-plane distance 
of just 20 yards, with a possible 
stop for beaits on toast at the 
eale. All Biggin Hill needs now 
is some scheduled routes. 

The only service at present 
links the Kent airport with Le 
TouqueL and is mostly filled 
with canoodling couples: the 
airline is called Love Air. But 
from next year. Bright .Air plans 
three daily flights between 
Biggin Hill and Rotterdam, 
offering a premium business 
dass product - leather seats and 
all — on 12-passenger 
Bandeirantc aircraft. The 
airport may wish to acquire a 
new slogan: “The future’s Bright 
- the future’s Biggin Hill". 
Maybe not. 

Biggin Hill airport: 01959 5'I1U 
London Citv airport: 0171-474 
5555 

Luton airport: 01582 405100 


"I need my own space." 


raets 


to do an ‘e’ 


Hotel room: somewhere to sleep? 
Think again. Think temporary 
workstation. Sue Wheat reports 


On 


mi 


ta your next business trip, you 
light want to go surfing, or you 
may want to do an ‘e’. An e-mail 
that is. But finding out whether 
you will be able to communicate 
electronically from your hotel' 
can be a real challenge, even in 


ities, indutfing the Hiltcm, Inter- 
Continental, Hyatt and Swis- 
sotel,” says Jean Hopkins, Gray 
Dawes Travel's Hotels Divi- 
sion Manager. good example 
of a business-tailored room is 
the 
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ran be areal diaQenge, even in the provision of a unique fax 
today’s world of purpose-built number on check-in lhatwffl not 
hot el business centres. be used (at least for a tong time) 

after you check out, thus 




a 

id> 


As the technological age 
moves in, hotel business centres 
it seems, are moving ouL Like 
gyms and other * < exfra*’&ctlitks, 

many executives insist on them 
when booking but are mare 
likely to end up working in their 
room. 

“The 'Ideal' room,” says Mike 
Platt, Director of Commercial 
Affairs at Hogg Robinson Busi- 
ness Travel International, “has 
a good desk, a facility for your 
PC, a fax machine, an e-mail 
line and a phone line. Ob - and 
good fighting, you know how 
most rooms have such low 
lighting you can hardly find 
your way. around let alone get 
any work done." 

But the standard of in-room 
office facilities, electronic or 
otherwise, is ' 



“patdty”attbe 
moment, says 
Mr Platt, who 
gives hotels in 
the US and Far 
East a mark of 
eight out of 10 
for their perfor- 
mance and in 
the UK a mere 
five out of 10. 

So, what if 
you are going 
to somewhere 
more unusual 
than New York 


ensuring that no important 
faxes go astray." - - 

But if you do IhdyoBtjjeafect. 
room-cum-office,” sending an 
e-mail can also be mare riBmraift 
than it sounds.-It’seaqr enough 
to phigyour lap-top into the' 
room’s telephone Bee, bur bow 
does. your, computer’s auto- 
made dial get through rtbd 
switchboard? 

One secret, say gtobetrotting 
veterans, is to put a comma after 
the outside fine digit, but before 
~ the access number. You should 
also look on-line for the local 
. -access number of your server in 
the destination you’ll be going 
.to before you leave -if you wait 
until you get there you wiD end 
up hawing to make an interna- 
_ - ; tionai call to 

‘The ideal room IO For those 

who still have a 
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1 , , wno sou nave a 

iias SL gOOQ desk, preference fot 
7 holding face- 
to-face meet- 
ings - rather 
than communi- 
cating over 
cyberspace - 
the answer may 
lie. .in video 
conferencing. 
If you are 
staying in New 

_ . York, the Mfil- 

Clty or Tokyo - how are you ennium Broadway Hotel can 
catered for? "With great ddfi- link you up with colleagues at 
cuJty, is Mr Platt’s reply, “you Lbe office — as long as they’ve got 
have to be more, innovative - video conferencing too. If not, 


a facility for. 
your PC, a fax 
machine, an 
e-mail line and 
a phone line’ 




take your lap-top and a power 
converter with you and 
persuade a local, friendly busi- 
ness colleague to. let you use 
their office facilities." 

If this is not possible, then 
finding out for yourself what 
business facilities even the. 
luxury hotels have can be tricky, 
however. 

Rasing the question to Hfltoh 
international reservations led to 
a series of telephone call*; 
around Hilton’s many depart- 
ments - Conference and Busi- 
ness, Head Office, Marketing, 
and someone’s voice mafl. 1 gave 
up- 

Getting a specialised business 


■N 
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they can “meet” with you via 
one of the UK’s skmajor Cop- 
tborne Hotels in London, Birm- 
ingham, Manchester or 
Glasgow (£500 for a day’s hotel- 
to-hotel video conference plus 
call charges), which have a 
video conferencing facility on 
trial for six months. - 
Such state-of-the-art comm- 
unications are definitely the 
exception rather than the rule 
in the UK though. In the 
middle arid low range hotels, we 
fail dismally in comparison to 
the States. Holiday Inn, for 
instance, have five-star Crowne 
.Plaza hotels with business 

- - centres and in-room commti- 

travol agent to find oul was a m cations facilities for around 
more fruitful and less time^ : £100 in the UK, but don’t have 
consuming method Faced with many of the equivalent of the 
the challenge of finding men . four star ‘Full Service’ business 
hotel in Bristol, Boston, hotels that can be found all over 
Bulgaria and Botswana to suit the Stares, 
a workaholic business trav- So when travelling at home 
cller’s needs.* H ogg R obinson’ perhaps it’s easier to go back-to 
found me hotels with. business.' less hi-tech work methods. The 
centres and in-room comma- .Forte -Post House in Bristol. 
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“ ^ ^ For the first time, flying on business within the UK has 


the same benefits as the rest of Europe. Our new Diamond EuroClass offers you a seoamte check-i 


in, an exclusive 






- mcuiions facilities in three of the 
destinations t Bristol, Bosto&i 
and Bulgaria. Botswana was the. 
only place where logging- on 
could be a problem. - 
“Most international hotel 
chains are prpvkfing these £ac3- 


iufonned me that electronic 
communication from the hotel 
wasn’t really possible,! but I 
could have a study-bedroom for 
. £79 arngfit with someone an can 
to type .and send my faxes. 
Now that's a thought 


new iounge at Heathrow and an upgraded in-flicjht service in the haven of a separate cabin. It’s a world aoart. 


H# British Midland The Airline for Europe 

■ For more information call us on 0345 554554 or 0345 ( FLY BM or contact your travel agent 
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sport 


TUESDAY 12 NOVEMBER 1996 ■ THE INDEPENDENT 


has 


no answer 
to Hingis 


Tennis 


Martina Hingis, the 16-ycar-old 
Swiss girL gave Monica Seles 
her greatest defeat as a profes- 
sional with a shocking 6-2. 6-0 
triumph on Sunday m the Bank 
of the West Qassic final in 
Oakland. California. 

Hingis needed only 52 min- 
utes at the Henry J Kaiser Are- 
na ti> claim victory in her first 
meeting with the joint world 
No 2 and top seed in the tour- 
nament. The third-seeded 
Hingis broke Seles's serve in 
every game except one. and 
dropped her own serve just 
once. She committed only five 
unforced errors and smacked 
30 winners compared to Seles's 

“Martina played some great 
tennis. 1 ' Seles said. “She blew 
me away today. There was not 
much I could do. She had bet- 
ter answers for everv shot I 
had." 

It was the first time Seles had 
lost a set to love since a 6-3. 6-0 
hiding from Martina Navratilo- 
va at the 1990 Virginia Slims of 
Washington, and only the fourth 
"bagel" of her career. 

“T kind of knew it was gone 
at 3-0 in the second set. That's 
when I first started feeling it," 
Seles said. “She's so smart She 
has all the angles covered." 

Hingis conceded she had 
played nearly flawless tennis 
against her one-time idoL Seles 
is the ninth top- 10 play er Hingis 
has defeated this vear. 


"I played such a perfect 
match today, it was unbeliev- 
able." said Hingis, who recalled 
the first lime she had encoun- 
tered Seles. 

“It was a long time ago when 
l met her at Zurich. I was like 
nine or 1(1 years old. She went 
off in a helicopter and gave me 
an autograph. So today was a 
little loo much for me." 

The victory enabled Hingis to 
exceed the goals she had set for 
herself in 1996. "This year my 
hope was to win one of the big 
tournaments, and now I've won 
two," she said. “And to play 
Monica for the first time and 
w in... Wow!" 

It was a win even a mother 
could be proud of. “We thought 
we’d see Monica try to over- 
power her, but she was a little 
off her game today." said 
Melanie Zogg-Hingis, Marti- 
na's mother and coach. “I'm 
proud of the way Martina 
played. It is quite a moment for 
her." 

Hingis will rise to No 6 in the 
rankings after this performance. 
"There's no doubt she's going 
to be a force in women's tennis." 
Seles, the Australian Open 
champion, said. “She's so young 
and she's only going to get bet- 
ter and stranger - that's the 
scarv part." 

LEADING WTA RANKINGS: 1 S Graf (fieri; 
2=. M Setes (US': 2= A Sanchez WcanoiSpi: 
3 C Maftone: (Sol: 4 J Novotna iCz Real; 5 
A Huber (Ger): 6 M Kings (Sun); 7 L Dav- 
OTDan; (US}: 8 ( Mac* (Qoal: 9 k Me (Japan): 
10 B Scnulc-McCarthy (Netfli; 11 M J Fer- 
nandez !USi; 12 B Pa Jus «ut». 13 1 Sp*tea 
(Rom-; 14 C Rubin (USl. 15 J HaLsnJ-Decuas 
iFn.lBK Haftsudma l9«i. 17 A Comer iSAl: 
18 M Pierce iFrl; 19 M Maleeva iBul); 20 Ju- 
dith Wtesner (Ami. 



Chief Hill sends 
Green Bay packing 


Hingis shows Seles her power on the backhand in the final Photograph: Robin Weiner/AP 


American football 

MATT TENCH 

The edges were further blurred 
on a campaign already notably 
lacking in certainties on Sunday 
when five divisional leaders 
were beaten, and the likely par- 
ticipants in this season's Super 
Bowl became just that little bit 
more difficult to predict. 

Perhaps the biggest surprise 
came in Arrowhead Stadium 
where the visiting Green Bay 
Packers pitted their league-lead- 
iiE defense against a Kansas City 
offense that has been much 
doubted in recent weeks. The 
Chiefs took a grip on the game 
early, notching 17 second-quar- 
ter points, and won more com- 
fortably than the 27-20 sooreline 
suggests. Greg HOI had touch- 
down runs of eight and 24 yards 
and hauled in a 34-yard pass for 
another score as the home side 
amassed 383 yards. 

It was only the Pack's second 
defeat of the season, but any en- 
couragement it may have of- 
fered the other pretendeis in the 
NFC was offcet by the fact that 
most of them lost as well. 
Philadelphia, fresh from a 
thrilling win in Dallas, were 
beaten by Buffalo, who sacked 
Ty Detmer five times. If defeat 
to Lhe Bills was understandable 
- Marv Levy’s team are the most 
resilient in the league - the one 
suffered by Washington will 
take a lot more explaining. 

They gave up 552 yards to the 
ageing arm of Arizona's Boomer 
Esiason. a quarterback whose 
prime was not so much in an- 
other year as another decade. 
The Cardinals prevailed 37-34, 
with Kevin Butler’s winning 32- 
yard field goal coming 33 seconds 
from the end of overtime. 


The demise of the Skins and 
Ragles allowed the Dallas Cow- 
boys to move within a game of 
them at the top of the NFC East 
following their victory in San 
Francisco. A game that lived up 
to expectations ended with 
Steve Young concussed once 
a gain, but perhaps feeling a lit- 
tle better about his long-term 
future in the Bay Area. 

Young had guided his team 
to a 10-0 lead by the end of the 
first quarter, but two vicious hits 
by Broderick Thomas saw him 
replaced by Elvis Grbac and al- 
most immediately the 49ers 
lost their offensive momentum. 
The Cowboys clawed their way 
back, but when Troy Aikman 
was intercepted with a few min- 
utes left it seemed the home ade 
had done enough - 

On the next play, though, 
Grbac compounded an already 
unconvincing display by giving 
the ball straight back to the 
Cowboys with a disastrous pass 
over the middle to Fred Strick- 
land. Altman made the most of 
the opportunity, throwing for an 
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equalising touchdown and then 
masterminding the game- 
winning drive in overtime which 
culminated with Chris Boniol’s 
29-yard field goal. 

With Gibac’s contract expiring 
ai the end of this season there has 
been speculation that he may suc- 
ceed Young sooner rather than 
later -speculation that the 49ers 
have done little to douse. Grbac s 
performance against Dallas may 
remind the powers that be that 
Grbac may be nine yeara younger 
than Young, but he is a long way 
from being his equal. 

In the AFC, the principal sur- 
prise was the defeat of the Pitts- 
burgh SteeJers by a Cincinnati 
team that has won all three of its 
games since Bruce Coslet suc- 
ceeded Dave Shula as head 
coach. The SteeJers remain 
strong contenders for the AFC 
Championship, but will surety 
have to beat Denver to win Lbe 
title. The Broncos bucked the 
trend on a weekend of surpris- 
es, their win in Chicago giving 
them the best record in the 
league. 
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Henman and Rusedski lift British stock Hampstead’s cup challenge 


British men's tennis reached its 
highest point for nearly 18 years 
yesterday with Tim Henman 
and Greg Rusedski both ranked 
in the worlds top 50 in the lat- 
est ATP list. 

Not since December 1978, 
when Buster Mottram was 
ranked 28 and John Lloyd 37. 
has Britain had two men ranked 
in the top 50 at the same time. 

Earlier this year Rusedski 
reached a ranking high of 33. 


but at that lime Henman had 
only just broken into the top 
100. Then, as Henman, a quar- 
ter-finalist at Wimbledon and in 
the last 16 at the US Open this 
summer, rocketed up the rank- 
ings to 25, Rusedski's form 
slumped as he slipped to 84. 

However, since that low point, 
Rusedski has been a semi-final- 
ist in Singapore, won the Peking 
Open and was a quarter-finalist 
in the Stockholm Open. Ironi- 


cally, Henman's recent form 
has been poor as he has been 
beaten in the first round in his 
last three tournaments: in Paris, 
Stuttgart and Moscow. 

Henman is now at 27. while 
Rusedski, who was ranked 53 
last week, has moved up to 48. 
Britain's lop two will take lime 
off from chasing ranking points 
when they compete in the 
National Championships, which 
begin at Telford today. 


The former British No 1. Je- 
remy Bates, is to take over 
from David Felgate as the man- 
ager of men's national training 
at the Lawn Tennis Association. 

Bates, who was Britain's lead- 
ing player for nearly a decade, 
retired" from active play after 
Wimbledon this year. He said: 
“I have been involved with 
British tennis for so long and I 
still wanted to be involved." 

Bales, who will take up his 


new post on 1 January, wiD over- 
see the training and develop- 
ment of Britain's senior players 
and will also be responsible for 
the appointment and manage- 
ment of coaches. He will also 
play on the seniors tour. 

Felgate is to work almost foll- 
Lime with Henman on Lhe ATP 
Tour from January, but he will 
also be available to the LIA in 
assisting coaches with the de- 
velopment of juniors. 


Hockey 

BILL COLWILL 


Hampstead and Westminster, 
and Ipswich, who had impressive 
League and Cup wins at the 
weekend, meet in the fourth 
round of the HA Cup following 
yesterday’s draw. On Saturday, 
Hampstead maintained pole po- 
sition in the Nastro Azzurro 
South Premier with a 4-0 win at 
Bournemouth, thanks to a cou- 
ple of goals from Mark-Crowley, 


and then knocked Jersey out of 
the Cup with a convincing 5- 1 win 
- Crowley again scoring twice. 

Ipswich, from the Adnams 
East Premier, beat Cambridge 
University 3-1 in the league, 
Andy Cook collecting the goals, 
and then, in the Cup, defeated 
National League side Bromley 
5-0 with Cook and Andy Bernes- 
ford each scoring twice. In the 
only other fixture between non- 
Natkmal League sides Chelms- 
ford visit Weston-super-Mare. 

Non-league giantloll ers Cam- 


bridge City and Anchorians 
face difficult ties. Cambridge 
travel to Premier GuDdford, An- 
chorians entertain current First 
Division leaders, Beeston. The 
Cup holders, Reading, have a 
home draw against Firebrands 
where their goalkeeper Simon 
Mason and leading striker Mark 
Beam wiU be facing their old 
club: In the only Premier 
League meeting, past Cup win- 
ners Southgate and East Grin- 
stead meet in north London. 

Draw, Digest page 27 



AN INDEPENDENT & 


COMPETITION SEDGEFIELD 


WIN A VIP TRIP TO SEE 


San Francisco 49ers 



* 


at 


Atlanta Falcons 




T he Independent and 77:c Sativnal Football 
League haie teamed up to offer one lucky 
reader and a guest, the chance to see ail 
the excitement of .American Football live. The 
winner of our exclusive competition will fly 
from London to Atlanta where they will enjoy 
three nights accommodation at one of Atlanta’s 
finest hotels. On Monday 2nd December our 
winner will enjoy VIP hospitality at the Georgia 
Dome whilst watching San Francisco 49ers 
versus the Atlanta Falcons. In addition we have 
100 American Football caps for the runners-up. 
kindly donated by Drvie Pennon Cap Company. 

In order to enter, answer the following three 
questions and call our competition hotline on 0S91 
525 270:- 

1. Name the Atlanta Falcons quarterback who 
last his starting job this season after a mid-game 
row with his coach? _ 

A - Jeff George 
B - Bobby Hebert 
C - Troy Aikman 

3. Name the former cnmerback for both the 
2. Name the San Francisco 49ers quarterback Atlanta Falcons and San Francisco 49ers who 
who led the team to 4 Super Bow] victories? also played baseball for the Cincinnati Reds? 


at the Georgia Dome, Atlanta 



A - Steve Young 
B - Joe Montana 
C - Elvis Grbac 


A - Pete Rose 
B - Barry Bonds 
C - Deion Sanders 


Call: 0891 525 270 


• i '«*** will close irudnighl on 191 1%. - Calls oiO last two minutes. • Calls ■ Pnae include-, three night!, acnnnrandadoru much tickets for two. inmsfer. 

co« ncr minute damme and iSp per mintin' ai all other mus. • Normal ui and from the Atlanta airport plus £lOl towards mink ami other expenses. 
NMnnmer nubfahiirc roles applv. ■ Ynu will need to haw a valid British pawnmi. « Fliehis depart from London 

• No cash alternative. Gatwick on '1 L 1 * 1 and return ini 4-1 2.%. 


HYPERION 

1250 Jendee L2D Contrafire L50 Circu- 
lation 220 Ivy House 250 Unde Keeny 3^20 
Purad 350 Tjgh-Na-Mara 

GOING: G-wd lo Finn. 

■ WL-haiiri. uutulHlnf! mow. Easy faves and kina nm- 
tn on riisv munc of frfKIj'tb. 

■ Eicuunx ft lo* don one mile south-wow of town near 
junramn rH Align and A] 77. Bus wrvlc*- from Stockton raD- 
srav iUImim!) miles awayj nr Tiurham rail station (12 miles 
away). ADMISSION: Paddock S* rOATSS-l); Coinse ii 
CAR PARK: [txtriuelt S J, remainder Tree. 

CUC RACOW 
vW | CHANNEL 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: Stoned John ( I JiOr, Final Beat 

L'lAU). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 

LONG- DISTANCE RUNNERS: Snowy Lane i I2.K1) has 
hivn mui JfiL 1 nntn. Ift J Neville ljinn Newport, GwroL 

TobaI JOHN WADE SELLKG HCAP HOLE 
“ ,gv l (CLASS G) £2450 3m 3f 130yds 
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2 Snowy tone. 7-1 Top SHppn. 10-1 Than*. 12-1 Mfnre 
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: fo BAfBKU019UB%a)t6I10 BStmy ' 

2 B0UJN FRANK T EaESrtr, 4 U 0 lttjper 

4 063651 BRAMBLES MV (75) R3Q Ms U Radev 7 U 0 ~ 

PWmiB 


5 U CONIRAHHE (U) (D) MIS A SsrtlBrik 4 11 0 

1 fTf [An 

6 F232- RASSAN P3S) M Hamnnd 4 U 0 R Misty 

7 P-6 HOMBCRES7tl7)Basai4UO : — GCbM 

8 MZAAL R Atoi 5 11 0 NWBansan 

9 0- OHHlFTlffitHXXJKES (248) J NaTOi 4 110 

Dan* Byrne 

10 00 Samncpft)JHMe5110 ItJkme* 

-lOdednd- 

BBTMB; 114 CnMw 7-281*1 Raak.9-2fvna,Snas ton; 
11-2 BraMllM Way, 134. Ntoat, 2S-1 Dtbns 

1 E|i| RAQNGCHAfMB. HANDICAP CHASE 
•*^1 (CLASS E) £4>200 2m 130yds 

1 223624 Ml (mMEE (17) (Dl PCaA«9120 LWyw 

2 1435*4 HASH OF REALM (10XP) B MacCg^n 10 11 10.. 

— B Storey V 

3 64ff45 SHREWD J0WI [2fl (B) R 10 11 6 

MOayvB 

i 2P-133U VAL DE RAMA (U) (O Denys Simn 7 11 3 

PHrar 
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— - Ur C Bonner (3) 
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0 Weftfl{3) V 

9 P550-W MASTER SALEffl&N (19) PMnVWM 13 100 - 

D Partes 

-9 doctored - 

iftMTwn a«tsnc 10tt 7me Kwfcap ttetfe CiBtafcn 5tel 120 . U& 

fprSaieonai 9982;. 

BETIMR41M (TPrttoe.M Thetfentna*. B-l FbeR Of Renta. 
B-l CbcMaBao, VaJ De Rana. 7-1 Pareart Lodge. 10-1 otoen 

\0 on I DK* BREWnr MEMORIAL htap 
L r=5li CHASE (CLASS F) £4,000 3m 3f 

1 11441-1 A17 DALEY (B) (Q J H Jonnssn 8 12 7 :7ei] 

AWtam 

2 033121 SCRAB0 WEYr (ID) P Beaumont 8 11 13 

JlSvpIeB 

3 5504- 2U IVY HOUSE (ID (Bf) J J OSH B 11 9 M Dwyer 

4 235P11 BU2HG DAWN (B) (CO) J HuCOurh 9 11 B (7aC 

— B Stony 

5 33U12V- CALL THE SHOTS (238) |CD| J Itode 7117 

A Jones 

6 345150 GALA WIDER (10) I Pun 10 11 3 TSeed 

7 P52W 0L£ 0t£ (12) (C) Mr. E UcstTOO 10 11 1 LWpr 

8 56-5334 R3XGR0VE (14) R i^ce ID Id 8 JflAtadQoMt 

KTTWftlM hy Heaee, 3-1 Aly DWty. 7-2 Btaftnf Dam, 5-1 
Satim Mm, 10-1 Os Oto. 12a CeB The State, 20-1 others 


RACING RESULTS 


0 chi JOHN HELLENS NOVICE CHASE 

1 I (CLASS E) £4fQ0 2m 5f 

1 3 CADHi DRB (17) M Rewtey 7 11 4 PNna 

2 5 DAMN UD (17) Ma A SaBlank 7 11 4 ... J Senie 

3 45(32-40 FMAL BEAT (10) J CUrte 7 114 LWyerB 

4 005 HNGER»L(flVTh»ra»son7114 

Mr U Thrown 

5 5U30-P6 TIE 9ER0GER (12) D Lamb 10 11 4 I Bute 

8 3BM UNCLE KEBIY (17) J J OSe* 6 11 4 _...;_Ji Dwyer 

7 0 WQI HANDED (11) T C4Awi 5 11 3 D Wafeh 13} 

8 DEAR JEAN MSoweRby 6 1013 D Pater 

-8dBdaretl- 

HETTWa 4-5 Ltoeie Keeny, 11-4 Csder teta, 10-1 Dam tod. 12- 
lltoal Beat, lft-1 Tito Eae itf e u. Deer Jean. 20-1 oBwra ^ 

I3_20l STANLEY RACING NOVICE HURDLE I 
1 *^ 1 (CLASS E) £3)000 2m 5f 110yds i 

1 WB-313 QUIAM (7) T CaktneA 5 11 5 DWnh*(3) 

2 3103-12 BA MflA (17) (BF) Ms A Svaihank 4 li 5 

j Ream 

3 QOQP AUC*r(188)JCl*tH51013 R Grotty 

4 1-111 DURAD (16) Oenn Sntfi 4 10 12 ... JBctnrt Boot 

5 05004 JIUS JOT (3UJ Moran 51012 CLeeO) 

6 0CY0P- BISTX: WARRIOR (272) J wade BIO 12 . Jones 

7 000044 SALT MONET (IB) T Liwt>/ 5 10 12 

LWyer 

-7 declared - 

BEnWB: 48 IkeakL 7-2 Eta Mata, 61 SBy Money. 10-1 Ctf 
ratn, 14-lJfc Joy, 561 ABcat. Rustic Wtortor 

OCQI LEVY BOARD MARES HCAP HURDLE 
L I (CLASS F) £2550 2m 5f 110yds 

1 232254 CHADWKm ONGBI (US) W Tertng 3 12 0 

B QraUn (7) 

: 005-124 SMART APnOACH (UJ (BF) Mrs M Heveley 6 11 4 

3 Q'4R22U TBHNAJIAIW (16) J M Jeflason 8 11 0 

M Newton (7) 

4 4512-36 MARSOEN BOtat (U) N ttBn 9 10 10 

— SHanortb (7) 

5 U00tn« HELENS BAY (4) V Dorpson 6 10 9 

— Mr II ThoraftKn 

6 5404-0 SnmnG LORNA (1G) W McKetwm 0 10 0 

GCoWK 

7 020256 MHUES MASE (250) F Wnafri 5 10 0 __R Sknie 

-7dedared- 

AnwnuometghciOst. True hartScap Sraming Uma 3s Sft, 
Mifie, tregs 9? Tb. 

BEnWG: MTiema-Hara, 62 Smart Ammadk. 61 Haoden 
Recft, 11-2 CtnaMckV Gtofer. 161 MBBea hnafts, 20-1 Stmm- 
taR tome, 261 Hates Bey 


CARLISLE 

LOO: L MILITARY ACADEMY (R Oun- 
noMyi r-K 2. Ben Cruacban 31 3. Petr- 
bln Beach 10-L 9 ran. 11 J fcjv5wanGsaer 
lunseotod ndcr'. 10. 9. iG Rictianls. 

1 Tote; £4.20. £2.00. £1.10, 
£1.30. Dual Forecast: £7^0. Cwtidutw 
S migw Forecast £13.79. Trar. * 31 . 10 . 

L30: JL MARWEBS MKROR iMr M »iWi 
2-1: 2. CtNOfdBle Lane 15-2: 3. Mbs Co- 
lette 25- L 7 mn. 13-S fat R*Ji Deare ipuHed 
up), dat. dst IN Twsion-Dawes. Qiet- 
iwinan). Tote: £2.60: tLio. £3 JO. DF: 
£9.00. CSF: £15.85. 

2.00: L LJFEHUOY (T Reotfi 81; 2. Ba- 
ber 7-2 fac 3. Leap to The Dtofc 4-1. 10 
ran. 9. 3V.. U Turner. Yoflti. Tote £1QJ30: 
£2.00. £1.80. U.7Q. DF: £37.60. CSF: 
£36.94 Tncasc £123.62. T«r £16700. Non 
Burner Bronhnarer Boy. 

2-30: J_ PARSONS BOY (3 Hartr^J 5-1: 
2. Ubu VellS-1: 3. Holy Sdng 7-L 10 ran. 
7-2 tav Stop The Wtfief i6tm. nh. c. iG 
Rrtiar*. GnrysK*E). Tate: £5 JO: £1.70. 
£3.50. £2.40. OF: £3291 CSF: £7Ll7. T(V 
casL £516.39. TiMK £150.20. 

3.00: J. HAILE DGRRWfi 1C Uewettjn) 11- 
10 or. 2. Traadoe 4-1: 3. Stenqy Coral 7- 

1. 10 ran. 9. 10 IN Trnflon- Davies. 
CheCemumi. Tote £2.00: £L70. £L6a 
£3.10 DF: £2 30. CSF: £fiJ5. Tntast 
£22.81. Tiw. £6J0. 

3 JO; L RBML ROMPBi (RAdara Guest) 
6^1 tor; Z PagBerriii 9-2: 3. SoBw 12- L 
ft ran. 9. i Mrs S Sfruh. Bndeyi. Tote: 
£2 JO: £2 JO. £1-40. DF; £7.90. CSF: 
£S2S. 

4^)0: 1, COLOUR CODE U Supple) 13 2; 

2. Good V1»S <-L 3L Anttn lfi-L 20 ran. 
2 ■ l ][ t3K Jerauu & The Crooked Oah (4(h). 
5, 2. [Ur. A Swnmntt. Redvrurim. Tote: 
£32.10: £8.60. £1.60. £5.00. OF: £17 00. 


CSF: £4207. Tita not won (pod of £133.61 
to toiefteu 3.00 Kxtoyl. 

Pteeepot £51.40. Quadpot: £9.50. 

Place 6: J57.00. Race & £3141. 

FOLKESTONE 

12M: L RETURN OF AMIN (T Quell 7- 
L 2. Sflh St Mm 6-1: 3. SpantanTc Mount 
3-J fav llran.B.hn. 

Tote £8.60: £J_S0. £2J0, LUO. DR 
£4980. CSF: £46J1. Truaa: £14089. Tea 
£57.60. 

U0! L SALTY B&WVKJUR (Dane Oltel) 
62: 2. Sous Le Nn 9-2: 3. Ray Largo 4- 
L 8 ran. 7-2 tav E-Mal |4th). W. 5. (R Han- 
non. Eaa Everted). Tote £490: £1-50. 
£1.90. £2 JO. DF: £9.50. CSF: £23.89. 

LEO: J. ARANTXA (M Fenmn) 7-2; flL Mr 
Paradlao 2-1 tar.3. Always Aflght 2S-1. d 
nm. 4. 2*(.. (M Bel. Newmarteo. Tote: £3Jtt 
£1.10. £1.70. £3.70. DR £9.40. CSF: 
£11.18 Tna £25.20. 

2^0: 1. JUST NICK U ReM 4-5 tar. Z 
Khalron Maaa 33 ^ ■!; 3. Rotfey Snteooy 9- 
1. 8 ran. nh. 17.. IWMur. Lomooixn]. Tot« 
£1.70: £1.00. £8.60. £4.90 DF: £14.80. 
CSF. £26.12. 

2-50:1. NO MORE HASSLE (DWhgW 3- 

lt*r. 2. Gtoka 7-2:3. AytBgB 20-1 limn. 
‘I’. 9 (Mrs M Reueloy, SaBbum). Tote £200: 
£110. £110, £8JU DF: £700. CSF: 
L13.14. Tncasc £158.02. Tna £86.70. MC 
tow Oi Bern. 

3J20: 1 LUCY TUFTY IF Nomni S-1Z 
Nothing Debut 9-2 it tov;.3.ZMtt 20-1; 4, 
□ Barrindor 12-1 18 ran. 9-2 Jt £» 
retoahin. 7*. 7. U Pearce. NenmadieO. 
Tote 18.20: £150. £190. £6.60, £2.70. 
DF: £19.70. CSF: £30J1 Tncasc £41024. 
Tna £155.00. 

ISO: ITONKAtD Ha7Kanj20-l-2.com- 
pon PMnter 10-14 3. Stage (teBoae: 3-1 


tom 4. Fakyr Knight 6-1 17 ran. 1'/.-. 4 (P 
Makm. OgDoume Maseyl. Tote £39.70; 
£7.80. £190. £130. £2.00. DF: £345.20. 
CSF: I22SJ3. Tnca&t: £734.98. Tno: 
£482.70. Non Runner Abnuhuram. After a 
stowatls’ inoiiry. the result stood. 
Pteeepot: £32.80. Quadpot £8.70. 

Ptoce 6: £29.68. Place 5: £16.51 

UNGFTELD 

1Z40:1LEK1H CROFTER UWeamrj 14- 
1 2. Best of AH 3-1 3. Stetlctlotan 10-1. 
12 ran. 11-4 lav Atears Roctet nd. m (P 
Cunaeai. Tote: £13.40: £430. £150. 
£330. DF: £26.70. CSF: £56.79. Tno: 

130Ei5HAHK(LCnaniocH5-l:2.MBS- 
tarMBHteM3-l tov; 3.Theatr*Ma^c 10- 
1 33 ran. 1 7. (D Haydn Janes). Tote £5. 10: 
£2-70. £110, £2.40. DF; £12.70. CSF: 
£2164. Tneast £143 J8 Tno: £4630. 

140: L HELLO D0LL7 (R fftwich) 12-1 
2. Skelton soraretgn 12-1 X Groonwtch 
Fore 16-1 11 ran. n-a lav Ben's Ada. V*. 
9ht-hd. m Burke). Tote: £1450: £400. 
£300. £5.60. DF: £43.10. CSFi £14164 
Tncasc £2.186-56. Tno: £124.40. Non Run- 
ner. Pm*y Gardens. 

ZKfc 1 MIGHTY KEEN (j Weaver) 5-1 
2. Aeant 5-2 tec 3. School Boy B-L 13 eon. 
1'.’,. & (M Johnston). TotK £800; £150, 
£2.40. £150. DF: £a00. CSF: £17.74 Tno: 
£1230. 

2Mr. 1 SB GAROEN IR Flrenchi 7-1; 2. 
EBte Hope 10-1 3. Dragon| 0 y 5-1 co fau. 
12 ran. 5-1 co fevs Komiucky |4th), Mas 
Ptehpoctet & Voodoo Rocks. L 6. iJ Cull 
nan). Tate £10.40: £2.20. £230. £120. 
DF: £97.70. CSF: £6733. Tno: £5170. 

3J0: 1 SUEVENAMON (H Mdenl 10- 
1 Z QaUaa Touch 5-2 tor. 3. Snmtaoar 
Denftn 6-1 12 ran. nk, 3. (J Banks). Tote 


£14.40: £3.00. £140. £2.10. DF: £37.10. 
CSF: £3804. Tncasc £160.74. Tna £4 7.30. 
Non Runner Sanvnerehy. 

3^0: 1 ROBEC Gftt. (Pfiessey) 8-11 few; 
2. UgMntog Balt 10-1- 3. Prtnoass of Hereto 
3-1. 11 ran. IV*. i*. u Berry). Tate: (2.00. 
£120. £2J0, £120. DF; £11.70. CSF: 
£11.15. Tho: £1080. NR: Beveled MU 
4.10: 1. HILL FARM DANCER IR Mteen) 
U-4 tavc 2. Sharp Command 5-1: 3. state 
Approval 4-1. U ran. 5. ft M Brts 
boumei. Tote £4 JO; £110, £3.50. £330. 
DF: £15.00. CSF: £1937. Trtcast £5332. 
Tno: £8430. 

Jackpot: not mn (pool or £10,799.43 ear- 
ned ftxwaiti to Ungnetd today). 

PtacepoC £192.40. Quadpot £36.80. 
Plan B: £720.16. Ptoce 5: £16537. 
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SEDGEIELD BH 982 i 
UNCflELD Sttl 983 !' 


ALL COL. RSI'S RF«U TS 

0891 261 970 


Cj* IJlSjD 


















12 NOVEMBER IQQfi 


25 


Lns * pubai team bolt 

in from the blue 


sport 


•• 


■ ■ '■ n... 
' ' '--I 


of 1996 was 






pulled into its terminus yester- 
day when Tbnfca was successful 
m Folkestone's finale under 
blackening skies. Another 
colour, blue, has dominated 
the main body of the cam- 
P^gn, however. 

“ jt probably displeases the 
old tun- network purists that the 

* gectnc colours of Godolphin 

* Racing Imve been m evidence 
at raang's great moments this 
year. The damn interlopers 
have come from a warm winter 
nestling m the Arabian gulf to 
knock our boys into touch. The 
quintessential gentleman train- 
er. Henry Cecil, was usurped at 
the last in the championship by 

some cad who used to be a po- 
liceman in dusty Dubai. 

Saeed Bin Suroor, and the 
plump entourage that forms a 
gaggle wherever he goes, were, 
of course, blessed with animals 
of no little talent at the season’s 
outset. The statistics show, how- 
ever, that these horses were not 
just vehicles benefiting from a 
sunny start to their year, they 
ran consistently throughout the 
whole season. Godolphin have 
won £3m in prize money this 
year, eight Group Ones, in- 
cluding prizes in Hong Kong 
and Japan, and their domestic 
record shows a £70 profit to a 
£1 level stake. They are quite 
pleased by this. 

“We've had a 30 per cent 
strike-rate and 50 per cent of 

W'ninners finishing either first or 

* second and that pays testimo- 
ny to the team," Simon Crisford, 

^he Godolphin racing manager, 

FINAL FIGURES FOR THE 


Rfchard Edmondson highlights the key 
moments from the 1996 Rat season 


said. “ We’ve had a great season 
this year and Saeed has been 
well supported in his job, par- 
oculariy by Tbm Albertram [the 


er. Bill Mott], who has been an 
invaluable asset to the team. 
Let’s hope Father Christmas 
brings us some good horses for 
next year." 

The vital passage for ‘Ram 
Godolphin came when Medaaly 
won the Racing Post Trophy at 
Doncaster. Few of the boys in 
blue were there to witness the 
occasion though. The: chief 
players, including the man on 
the highest cushion. Sheikh 
Mohammed, listened to the 
race by way of telephone com- 
mentary in the Four Seasons 
Hotel in downtown Ibronto 
whDe attending the Breeders’ 
Cupseries. 

The North Americans, for 
once, allowed Britain to take 
something home from their an- 
nual jamboree, and for those 
who fike to think of life as one 
great big MU B & Boon story, it 
was pleasantly reassuring that 
the rider of our winner, Pfl- 
sudski, should be Waiter Robert 
John Swinbum. Just nine 
months earlier Swinbum bad 
been covered not in glory, but 
ventilation pipes and operating 
lights following a racing accident 
in Hong Kong that came un- 
pleasan^ dose to taking his Kfe. 

For Willie Carson, too, the 
memories of die year will in- 


clude bruising episodes. A 
crevice appeared in the Scot’s 
liver when he was kicked by 
Meshhed in the Newbury pad- 
dock, but Willie is not about to 
let anything as trivial as a near- 
death experience force him out 
of the saddle. He will be bade, 
pumping, when the stalls open 
at Doncaster next spring. 

The jockey sitting on the 
tallest pfle of winning figures at 
the end of the season is Pat Ed- 
dexv, whose achievement in 
collecting an 11th champi- 
onship to equal Lester Pig- 
goo’s record would normally 
have had the sirens blaring 
throughout the sport This 
draining and enduring feat was 
surpassed in most people’s 
minds by die happenings of a 
single autumn day in Berk- 
shire, however. 

On 28 September Frankie 
Dettori started riding winners 
at A9cot and never stopped, col- 
lecting seven straight victories 
and a permanent place in rac- 
ing’s history. In a game suffer- 
ing from serious financial 
malnutrition, the Italian con- 
tinues to prove he isthe sole fig- 
ure with the capacity to attract 
new faces, and new money, to 
the sport . 

Good horses also attract in- 
terest to the tw£ and winter will 
not seem asking wfrh the knowl- 
edge that the briDIam Basra 
Sham, winner of the 1,000 
Guineas and Champion Stakes, 



A final look at the Flat for one young fan as the season on turf concludes at Folkestone yesterday Photograph: Peter Jay 

RACING’S FUTURES MARKET 


w£D attempt to show how good 
she is without the impediment 
of hoof problems in 1997. What 
is desperately needed, though, 
is ibra colt ofi same consequence 
to emerge as the De i ty winn er. 

Lammtaxra apart, it is a long 
time since the Bine Riband 
victor went on to achieve any- 
thing of great note. Sbaamh, tins 
year's champion at Epsom, re- 


cently became the first Derby 
winner to be boxed to the Na- 
tional Stud since Mill Reef. 
Unlike his predecessors, many 
of whom are ensconced in the 
land of sushi and bullet trains, 
Shaamit wifi now be available 
to British breeders. The sober- 
ing truth, however, is that the 
Japanese, having examined his 
form, did not really want him. 


Shaamit’s owner. Khalifa 
DasmaL has done rather well for 
a man whose previous distinc- 
tions were to envn the biggest car 
washes in Dubai. But then he 
is a friend of Sheikh Mo- 
hammed, and the year of 1996 
taught us that when it comes to 
influence and power there is no 
better man with which to be in- 
volved. 


Bookmakers' ante-post lists are 
racing's futures market. Read- 
ers can catch up with the latest 


developments - best prices are 
in bold - in this sphere with The 
Independent's Tuesday service. 


FADING PLAYERS DURING THE FLAT IUBF SEASON 


JOCKEYS 


TRAINERS 



Wins 

Rides 

% 

ProflttD 

Last 

Rides 


Money 

Wtas 

nm Profit to 

Last 

Dam 





£1 

14 days since 


won £ 



a. 

lAdaws since 





stake 


w*f 





stake 


win 

Pat Eddery 

ue 

883 

21 

-99.98 

5/23 

2 

Saeed bin Stroor 

13*2386 

48 

158 

+7039 

4/14 

3 

T Qutetn 

IAS 

880 

17 

-86.77 

3/25 

2 

HCed 

13*5307 

113 

396 

-1733 

4/21 

3 

K radon 

138 

907 

15 

-218-31 

3/21 

1 

M Stout* 

1388375 

73 

437 

-109.58 

1/15 

3 

J Weaver 

329 

822 

16 

-9032 

7/43- 

1 

J Gooden 

1381320 

73 

451 

-7539 

0/27 

3 

L Dettori 

123 

569 

22 

4-1032 

938 

8 

M Johnston 

130L2B9 

108 

775 

-144.04 

5/43 

0 

KDartoy 

l as 

867 

13 

-18230 

6/40 

2 

J Dunlop 

971484 

88 

594 

-145.06 

7/23 

2 

J Ftetd 

112 

805 

14 

-181.77 

4/25 

2 

R Hannon 

' 97V88 

107 

1054 

-31533 

5127 

0 

R Cochrane 

. 88 

627 

14 

-4536 

CK) 

3 ' 

PCote 

• 890321 

74 

427 

-6457 

CVS 

16 

J Fortune 

83 

787 

U 

-253.71 

1/24 

9 

G WfratfC 

" 80930* 

27 

175 

-2251 

2/16 

14 

MHUs 

BO 

'552 

14 

-4537 

3/24 

•16 

WHagtas 

853329 

28 

152 

+2239 

216 

4 

S Sanders 

80 

829 

10 

-278.79 

2131 

18 

1 BHBs 

834405 

84 

521 

-1D9.73 

V32 

13 

W Ryan 

79 

476 

17 

-53.05 

408 

' 1 

DLoder 

7991878 

56 

266 

-1028 

ono 

16 

JCwratf 

73 

70S 

10 

-189J2S 

4/15 

O 

LCnnani 

" 887792 

62 

335 

-62.60 

2m 

12 

Dane one* 

72 

652 

11 

-10533 

2/32 

. 5 

J Berry 

658312 

99 

712 

-47.52 

4/28 

0 


Challenger for Hennessy 


The Murphy's Gold Cup and 
Hennessy Gold Cup double 
could be on the cards for Chal- 
lenger Du Luc, who beads the 
beltrng for Saturday's race 
along with Big Matt. 

“We wifi have to see what 
happens on Saturday, but I 
think he will stay the Hennessy 
trip, he jumps well and goes on 
any ground," Pipe said. 

Out of the Hennessy, though, 
is Jenny Pitman’s Sun Alliance 
Chase winner, Nahthen Lad. 


‘The race comes too qukkty and 
he won't be ready in tune,” Mis 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Darakshan 
(Lucfiow 3JJD) 

NB: Fichu 
(Ludlow LAO) 

Pitman said. “1 would like to get 
him to the King George and 
then he wifi find his way to the 
Gold Cup. That is his target." 


1 Murphy'S Handicap Chase (2m 4f 110yds) 1 

Hons (Tfanethmaru 

Corel 

WBamlffll 

laAroks* 

Tuts 

Btt Matt IN Henderasi'10sl41b) 

11-2 

5-1 

11-2 

01 

Cbslewer Du Luc Pioe.'lDslto) 

11-2 

5-1 

11 -2 

01 

DuMa Flyer a Fora«/12su 

01 

01 

S-l 

7-1 

Adtewton Bw iG RnmaribnOstlOlb) 

a-i 

8-1 

7-1 

01 

Anabatic (U 0-BnarV30st6U»l 

7-1 

M 

9-1 

01 

KkttBdt it* Hobt&flO^€bl 

S-l 

7-1 

S-l 

01 

[J Abaafamla lady 1.6 teawayflOgim doubtful 

01 

101 

101 

Cal It A Day ID Nchalsortf lOstllby 

ID-1 

01 

8-1 

7-1 

. — 0 | Krwyit< 10 silB» 

101 

10-1 

14-1 

01 

Strong Promtee IG Hubbara , 8si9tb1 

14-1 

101 

101 

201 

Barton Bank (D Nchoinn /1 1 ^rShi 

16-1 

20-1 

101 

101 

Tiavsdo IN Hendarsmllsfirb) 

20-1 

20-1 

14-1 

201 

OM Sridee (A TumefV9sr6»i 

16-1 

20-1 

201 

201 

Amsid The Horn U Grftordi9a9fl» 

25-1 

33-1 

201 

25-1 

Benard Din in GasetaeftOsi) 

33-1 

33-1 

201 

33-1 

Strong MecHdne (K Bafey«M3tb) 

16-1 

33-1 

. 201 

201 

lbs Crmy Btehog |A Muttrg/atflfr 

50-1 

33-1 

_ 33-1 

33-1 

| Each-my a quarter tne odds, places 1,2,3 fOieftentem Saturday) || 


♦ 


i * 


LID Cyphretfs 
1.40 Fenwick 
2JD Buffington Sam 
ZAO Call Me AIM 


HYPERION 

3J0 Darakshan 
340 Fattier Sky 
.. 4JO ForoflvetwolMnlred 


>ver 




GOING: Good lo Firm. 

H Riptu-ftand course. Chase corner htfl sharper bends Eton hurdles coocte. 

■ Course fa nrntbwretof town off A49. Lodotf station (Herefixd i Shrewsbury Une) 2m- 
A OMISSION: Chib S14 I accompanied under-lBe free); Thaeoells S9 (QAPs receive £2 
refreshment ■watcher); Course Sfi.CA5.PAMt Free. 


■ LEADING TKAXNEBS WITH KQNNEKS: K Baflty — 17 winners from BO itmnen 
put* a success redo of 2 SJM and a profit to a SI level state of &1L74; M Pipe — 17 
vriiOTcnJ, 07 runner*. 2S.4W, +!XBI; Mta» B Salgfct — 9 winners, 68 moners, 102%, 
^S.mOS; S Boigem — 7 winners, 38 rennets, JJUH,-i-L27. 
MtOADlNGJOanBIRBIhtewaiofir— 30 wham. 83 ridai.31.7*,-»S22^8;A M a gl i ii 
— 18 winners, 89 rides, I8%,-£S2^7; NWHttaraao* — 11 wtaro, 82 dries, 17.7%, 
-4 10.73: A P McOtf — 10 ertnnei*, 43 fUes, 38^%. -52.67. 

BUNKERED FUST TIME: Sr Pageant (£-10} Falter Sky (3.40). 

WINNEBS IN TBELACT SEVEN DAXB: None. LONG-DISTANCE WJNNE 8 S: Lord Of 
The West (3.40) tow been sew ICgmfles fay J JCyNefll from anefcaa Wood End. Cambria. 


FORM CUBE 

Twice a rtjBtojWrrer last Wtn, MlU. <yiHE RAGS toe ttlsn tarty to itelPBercttea- 
cMa, Mfcinftv throe out of tour, and ren cany on the (pod work despot lacking more e*- 
penenced mala for the fi« fime. a Maine's charge, atthoutfi finishing wet came home by 
seven lengths at Hununfcton (2m4l) 16 dqys ap wtfi WRt Main* a tether 10 langfrs 
back In DM and droid hero Mile to fear from the DM on 6 b worn terns. Reverting id 
themiiunun dvxid be tt the setaedan's adverse^. Foowtek la oonetatent and had WSbe 
Mate* in smart when a toa-fenph second w Super Shaip a Newton Abbot h September. 
Hb won ■ aaflar iratwiten^d ever conn and dtetance 19 days ago and was also a winner 
aver two and a Mt here tea season. letaatarOaiUBafefca to complete ti his first One 
Owns In 1995-96 bur came good when making all at Southwel in Mqr- The e&i-yesr- 
old. haWt been out since but NmBakywUpraduca Nm fit enough. SphnMtf Steal has 
abo been MI the courae ter samontt* buiianweB tmft« up last season to ftrfch a tour- 
. length second to Large Action atUttoneter a year ago and ootid pore wmbtaaoma. ndm 
wM be Soar tor hla Fontnel fcurth to Herbert Buchanan. SalectioiE MIU-OTHE RAGS 


FORM RUBE 

DANZIG ISLAND won nonce hurtte at NMn^sm and on this track lest season and, ad 
the batter tor Ns run over timber behind Teen Jay Wien backMni et tttoroester last month, 
• fended to mate a ttarung fencing detut. Ha will Dketne fast aufeea. Bold Acta, on me 
other hand, would prMer plenty of cur -ft was heavy taen he won over hunles at Hereford 

lest season - but he should go well here even if he was bee ten a long way Defend Punters 
(Xamead on Ms ehasbig bow a Newton Abbot leal week. Legal Aitfat landed a couple of 
races over umber in 1993-04 and. aUiou£i ha hasn't shown much overfencee, haa at least 
09t Ksmd safely in afl four starts this season. Sotecttocc DANZIG ISLAND 


0~Snl EBF NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (QUAUFBQ (CLASS 
E) £3000 adttad 2m Penalty Value £2^62 

1301-3 DMHXSHM{lR(BF)MteHM0t4UI} IF Way 

000 DUSENff DUE (13} R Puce 5 II 0. 




BLANDFORD COfflNUONAL JOCKEYS SELLMG HANDICAP 
HURKE (CLASS 6) £2^00 added 2m Ponatty Value £2JXU> 

311430 H*0(EnSGRO»{ll)PEodB8120 PHNtey 

02523- TMHU n aq wSMTianreSllll IParerS 

POF256 TWCEJHE8M0R«(D»fll«6117. 

23(4065 SAYMOKE (U) {D| WChyl0112 

B3S44)P RLLMOWROTWTV«51013. 


1*9422- UUrPEnttURNHentacnBllO 

0000. 0PmsnCABA*P3gJAStTBCEr511(L 

00- m»U»TClM)09miixl5110 

-51 


JM 


-TBey 


JOten 


(W OP-1 BMBMBT0N SAM (KQ (13) AHcttsBIO 12. 
8WNW SM PMEMff (12) K Mpmer 7 10 L 


OfDQOD JRIWSMaNE(IBIOTO(ClfiiTite5104. 
3RJ5 PUMEftMHI (12)0 OHM 6103 


nrr?>T NORTON MADEN HURDLE (cUss'E) £ 30OO added 2m 5f 
} XJAJ | -LiQvds Penaltv Value £2332 


10 0U&00O 0U9 HAS1EB (7) R BWar 5 10 0. 

11 023600 GMlflPMC 5UB (4 B Lbtd%n 4 10 0. 

12 UBnBMN{S9(D)J Peacock 9 10CL. 

13 (*W M BRESB. (USA) (B) K Buie 7100. 


4 crw*wnscwMi>jp«nw5ii5 


23-242R 0ACBD(Ri)(7)W09W»«W5115- 

6*60-3 JONS CHOICE (S3) BPMce S 11 5 

SU36Q- MEDFORD (41* WGMTifiwOll 5 — 

WOWJ RAEDQMU*l*SfcHeMtt.5115— 

F serJW«SH0N(14)Dl«eMS7U5. 


RJ03-43 UNE MORE DteEOAJNeacNm 6110. 

-7l" ' 



BEmM: MdfhraBi. M Oecete, 7-2 Set The Fnhta, »a Joate Ctetoa, IDiliadfc* 16-1 
Ope More Dtae, 33-1 Ragfas 
1 B 8 S: Lyadhal 6 11 4 L Harvey 100-30 (K EKhOp) 5 on 
RAW CUBE 

nfl peio placed m both ins NH FW races teat term and runner-up btfwid Anabranch at 
cnarfniii m September on tee htmflng bow. Is a dod* proposloen but can be tfran one ten 
chare*. 8 e«en a tkuen tengtfa by Mr Edpr* Fontwfl last worth, he wwW pabaUy have 
won «»tx for tiymg » wn out elter three out and twang Dsdy HR* at the test Bran 

«SsplByv 4 >er. 0 )lng off tewounta.be he« a dwrleatlony 

re eoch n» jaw and nm out on The bend apDroecWng two out Cyptawtto Is the one mo« 
tufv is taheadwraaga it Dacata repeau test weeNt antes. Jenny Pitman’s charge was 
nSanc rw deou* when a fair fourth {of ato behind Beacon FHgW ar Huntirwlon 16 days 
Mood 6 bound to progass for the wpertenca. swt The FasNon scored »ib Omascn the 
Ftai m 1993 and won dw Cadi St lagar Mr morAh. He fteked w aievwe the Itet twnt on 
rvs nnrdlu^ debut at Chetterham a »wr*nt ag i but, provided hte oonUenoe hasrrt do»» 
^vi^.^s«ervj«»-o*d StouW rate care rfthe cthera. Setoctkwt: DACEU3 


14 POO0F0 QUKXDGCBBN(M)J(tesMi5100. 

-141' ‘ 



MMtunwdge 10*. Tiue fandbap edges: GteopAigGun* 9«t 126. Luawnan 9st 9R. BrM 9r 7D. 
ora* Dertfon 9a 3®. 

BETTM8: 1DM0 Btefegtoa Sem, 44. ttackette Cm, MUM S-l -law SMu, S-fMcette 
teMra, IM-ffyitUqi Omm, 14-1 often 
MBS ficUion 6 12 QGTomwy 7-2 (I Kettenon) 6 Oi 
FORM CUBE 

UDEUAL twice finshed second m better compare tan season over couse and (teaanee - 
beaten a lengh and a half by 4-1 on chance Shankar after a boa blunder when n ma lead 
« the test m a novice event end seven lengths ty Mm-LothAnd m a ctesner. Bfl Twrerte 
Pva y uer«d. not d teraj led when fourth to Tbrye Gift in a Whcanion dinner si Aprt. a 
dropped & seteng #ade fbr her test handcap and can come out on top after her pipe open- 
wortthe net at SouthweN ei^K daysa0>-her Sratnm on me tevel since February. Hatdt- 
ettm Cross pined consecutive victories at Pwmpton end Newton Abbot in September, both 
on test goto* xfetesamg Twice TBa Groom Mio Is no better a* a lengm and a quarter at 
the terar ^ track wtth Java Staine (17tb batter) 21 langnsbaektetWh. Hachetts Cross, feunh 
behind Grodessa In a ctssner at Penh bw weefs later and a aednabie third to Almepa at 
Taurtfon -Java Shrine and Old Meat a r both a longwfyadrW- should mate a brtd bid to 
return to the wteKrt enclosure here despite Wa I2st fbu can fdgft Ns unalaced Bangor 
nm bat ttnw wfaah was on urenJtgbie good to soft 0ound IWce The Groom tee nm un- 
pbeed In both outing snee. most receraty when beeten out cf s&t egdrat Mnstert Madam 
re RUrrqiwi. as ms QSttHiteced BreaR. Burangtoo Sara tad been c« me coose lor mwe 
then eqftit months batbre winreng ty Offtt lengths at RrawsS tM meks aeo and cordd pose 
a threat despite betng raised 7DJ. VeteeHrm- TAOEUAL 


BETT1N& 54 Lady Ptes, 7-4 ltealBtiaB, 5-1 MWsli Loot. 25-1 Defsranoe Dos, 33-1 OpttaNsdc Af- 

1395c NadaBodnMra 5 11 0 B Dunwocdjr 8-15 fT Fbn&r) 4 on 

FORM GUDE 

LADY PETA, Wn missed a race at PlumjADn fast weseh because of the iBstlre wAl 
have no such womee on that score ttte qma. NlcK Hend er son 's gahUng landed a Hereford 
bumper the season before last and finished nmer-19 In the test ten of fbur nudte races 
n 199&66 - tattrKl Poteresra at Chepstow and YUtratoe at NeeAon Abbot, each time beat- 
en ItBe mare than a length. True, LAdy Feia has nas to cuercamB a sbt-monm ataanoe but 
me statue gxs them ready tea lime 149 and, Doraketaa apart, the opposition & pretty poor. 
Oarekshan wn a couplB of bumpere last season, at PunchesaMn and Martel Rasen. Favounte 
tor a vAmmgjumpmg debut at HunBn|donteo weeks ago he finished Bard behind Beacon 
FEgrtand Feace Loni, beaten a tengh ends halt andtotf a tenph. tettngto qweian m the 
ctoetegsta^s-OfirerStwiwoodh rumdlng debutant Welsh Loot, who was unplaced m both 
bumper outers Iasi term, (s out of a haif-sistar to 1972 Oteltenhem Gdd Cup herotoa Gten- 
caragudy end shouU do better et mis ssne. Setecttorc LADY PETA, 


a4o] 


TOTE CREDIT HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS El £5400 added 
1 3m Penalty Vahie £3^01 

(6U5P CIMRAia»{3qfC)JSwmas(nml2120 w 

50-113 nm«SW[lB)[C) (BF)0Stmcal51112. 

041-113 RHKWCASHE[iq (gf) P Mchafe 9 11 11— 

UCFW MUTUAL OUST (lAmPacwen 12 10 13 

UPIOPO LOftO OF THE WEST (206| JJ CrTtel 710 0 

-Si 


JOAoraaB 
...AP McCoy 




Trm\\ HUM SUMNHl HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F)£4v500added \2-40l {CLA&S ° } £5 ^°° 

lAQi SoPwamrWue £3fM* . added 2m 4f Penalty VWua £3,776 

“ . SBM1P Bn*mwCL*fQ»FUW10114 s 


I 

1i 


ss sssssassss^ 

l %2 KS 5 KS™: 


JFUBey 


iSe MMHTtl* n R PlfRKfi U(L 


P) 


jfOltBP CHAMSHWORtOTJPSSCMkirttS-. 
3130D4 nCMB(IBA)MW»teLad tedrtriOO . 


UMtet. 144 tatee Stet 

IMStejppteBlllDWIWsIfAiglonSiMMChiiwwOAiw 


a6P56 BOLD AOS (8) J U Bafley 6 10 12 — 
3-2P32P OULMEilUIP*MsLnmads51fil2. 

150130 DAIOI8BMI®£n)WJerfcl51D12 

0(3300 OOnWWBCTO(lS7)miB1012 — 
QP5455 LBEJU. ARHSTf*) Mas C JrfnstT 6 10 12_ 
(W SEAO«Sr (752) StesVSaiffwB 7107- 



_MrR 


BETTIHC: 7-4 iWnbcw Castle, M RMbsr Sky, M U»d 01 Tte West, 7-1 Center, 10-1 Natal 
Rest 

IMS: Faey Path 10 10 7 Jacqu Ofter 9^ (H OSvw) 3 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Father Sky gplned three victories over hurttes test season and tooled s useful novice af- 
ter major* a successful erasing debut at Worcester in Sept em ber. However, he had luck 
on ns side whon fcAoveng up vem odds cA 11-4 lad on ai Uttonur - NewUMm Rose vras 
a couple of teogpis deer with me race sewn up only to topple over at the tea - and » mad 
in bhnters here after hks distant third to Hanakham vfien tevoirtte ai Wlncarton. RAINBOW 
CASTLE locks a bener pro p o si tion- Paul Mcftfe's ChsrgB finished a ticee-up mod to S«- 
aa( Account end Frozen Drop when a hotpot at Wl ncart on after Bntflng tes flisttwo races 
Bib temi, both at Newton Abbot Selection: RAINBOW CASTLE 

SHOBDON INTERMEDUTE CLAKWC NH FLAT RACE (CLASS 
H) £1JS0Q added 2m Penatty Vafeje £1,306 

R«0FWEiwnwra>Mfteeii6 estate (7) 

DAIDREWM BBEVBi M Sabman 4 10 10 NT60o(7) 

0 ASJM{U)0(nte9 51D9 PJIteiii»(* 

2 DnOPB»tU9(BF)WGMTurv4t09- 

0 MDOBI VKllEf R* B hud 4 10 9 

PtmSDREAMjWarShdlOe 

00 SWAN p9)BPww 5105. 


Jhwrin 


-Mr R Unolan (7) 
JRSS L Boanl (7) 


BEIIBB S4 para* Mteri, 7-2 80M Acre, 4-1 CM He AM. M URJ Aitfat. 8-1 Oe The Tear, 10- 

1 Domfon BttiW, 40-lSeecheM. 

3S95cGM4e» UtatenOo 9 11 0 J lnd*r 2-1 (f Joslart 4 an 


-7 

i fumBmenhnWHirt, 9-4 Mtopwu. 14-1 A 5 Jte, 15-1 Prypyte Pro—. 20-1 Hey- 
dbvSBi BsiMf, Sjtai 

ISS&aaccfeti 5101lMrRJchnsan 13J (NOwncfl JM 


(1 Kenriessy Gold Cup Handicap Chase (3m 2f UQvds) 1 

Horse (Tramewreusir) 

Corel 

WHBanHin 

Sunv Banr (C arooks?10a7b) 

01 

01 

The Prey Monk IS facnanteSMl2ft» 

7-1 

7-1 

Gaoem Wolfs (T Fcraet«aiab) 

12-1 

12-1 

Adifington Soy (G RlctBiflsG0sd3«« 

14-1 

121 

BBygoeA GraR © N*»»tsonf9sil0toy 

101 

14-1 

Corddn* Be Batter (C BookE/llsOIbi 

12-1 

14-1 

GenerBl Crack tP Nfchc*ls^9stl2lb| 

12-1 

14-1 

Johnw SetasUs fN MeadV10st7b) 

12-1 

14-1 

Ui MuUnm (N Cha«wH«9te) . 

14-1 

101 


101 

14-1 

FoaAhered Gals {ALT fA»^.1QstlOfc\ 

12-1 

101 

Barton Barft to NChofeorVUsrSIb) 

101 

101 

Coome HD (W DwrtB9stlltoi 

101 

101 

HB Of TuUow CD Nv*r*m/10a2tl) 

101 

101 

NaMbaa Lad (kte J PBrnanllnSIbl 

101 

12-1 

Trvfng Arein (D QwdoU<vlOsJ3rb) 

101 


OoRaWod Mteta tG RrehardsflOscllibi 

101 

101 

ChaBensar Do Luc (M Ftofc'lOsrSIb) 

14-1 

201 

Lo Shaflona (T Tate/lOstiaibl 

101 

_ 201 

MartomUc iK BaaewlOsiSP] 

201 

201 

Mere £_Dournenai5T4lbJ 

201 

201 

Bakaoot KM (P Mehott;'«MJ-'>ihi 

14-1 

201 

Batty's Boy {X 

201 

25-1 

Doxtre Dow 15 EarWIOsO 

101 

201 

Go Go Gated IF Sutherland«H9lbi 

201 

201 

Jodand iP Beaumnm/12si) 

201 

20-1 

Tours ttatior t N I'rwston-Dawes/llSTAIbi 

201 

201 

Clal Db Brton iD Doumen/9st2b) 

201 

33-1 

Crystal SoMt (I BaWwlOstflar 

33-1 

33-1 

Ctimnot (K Badev^5tl2Jbi 

33-1 

33-1 

KM Of The Gales (ALT Moore/10st9M 

201 

33-1 

0« BrtdAe IA TurroriTVaStol 

33-1 

25-1 

Tartan Tyrant «G Rchards/lOsaibl 

201 

33-1 

MMtefaSte Cater (N Charces/9scl2d>) 

201 

401 

Commarotal Arttat <N 6aselee/lC«3a>) 

501 _ 

501 

TortaMra Gala u Rrftonrea7lb> 

33-1 

501 

DO RWitty <M BradeiocVSalllb' 

501 

501 

Golden Safaner m Heiwrwrvten3lbl 

501 

601 

Branga Brahe IN Twston-Daviesf9sUlbi 

EO-1 

G01 

Pashto (N HerdenonfSsVitb) 

501 

501 

Run Ud The Rtf (J Grflonl l Sstl3lbt 

S6- 1 

501 

301 

G01 


1001 

1001 

| Each-way squanw the odO. daces t, 2,3, 4 (Mewbury. Satunfcy 30 NcwafiMri || 



BETm* 9-Mtef MorahR, 4-1 IteM s st , 01 » 
tea, H cane, UW Soeqr tea, 201 Mfcan 


.74 


HYPERION 

1230 Thai Morning LOO Hyde Park 130 
some Power 2 JOO Zahran 2J0 Cee-N-K (nb) 
Socoh Sho NoaaoWtoodtaryL*! «iM oou- 
BLE RUSH (nap) - 

couWetEm^pdbtej-.. 




NEWMARKET RUDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
_ £4,750 added 2Y0 5f 

52 KYDEPARK(24) (Bf) SrAWHPusttlHBO Me MT 

000 ROCXTO7*TW{22)JShadHr90 — AMtab lO 

00 CQUEGE PRINCESS (22) C0mar89^-Jo IMteni (7)5- 

■ • • « S*mSSsWMMW»89j Mtebbte 3 

234333 HTCKAirnCA K J BHTy89___ GOWarlV 

a UD7 SMRL (ZQ P Wthef 6 9 !&*■* 


411000 

040618 

3A-CGQ 

060000 

0-00500 

COOED 

906043 


QtraSKSKNU M (Of PCdb392. 
M0NOU0T(U)DM|rtl>m3011_ 

MCJaBKAtU)JSnse«389- S Drew* IB 

PRM(IIETOUHE(17UnDMa«s56B CDAM2 


RMGDT1SI DANCER |B3}Rk«ani5fiO DWr»*f3)7 

TANCrpSKN pS)PMfflreA37 12 l«tenlft 

ZAhRAN a (CDjl 3 U Btadey 5 7 11 -ICRmodi* 

11 006005 NORFDUtBURTfASR DMnaytebli4 710— NAdwmB 
-11 tee ter Bd- 

Knw MARWte Mete, 9-2 Stood lady. Zetm. 01 Hartto te ny. 

64 Shew Fadh, 101 Forgottaa Oacffi 12-1 otters 


6 UHSniWB«{B«J*m«89- 

00 SMOWBEagS) Shannon 89- 
43 SP1ASHE9 pS) T D Bamn 8 9 - 


_SSacde»9 


“ggsffsgsssa 


aa mB» by J Barrfrom r Mrttiia.l*Vtelte. 

nrjr^SHl PULLMAN FOODS HAMMCAP (CLASS E) 

4 |X2»oU 1 miv n£3JOO added lm 
0Otfi&) Ml» g7 W M 

- wS ««HS c .H! 5 H!===rj! 55 i 


lAt 


;« WSSawgAwaaii 

s iSSSi 

S -ggg .SSMreffgawa^rigJ: 
S S SSSSSSlBSi 'SttsssnSz 


0 nEWRUnaEU.(mJUqpr8B. 

10 — 

BEn*teW«FteP«w74Spl^ll4MB»»4Sao.&- 

0a, »4 IMg OM, 124 CteM Dwcbft 20-1 ethtei 

a~iiA l MDDLEHAM UMITED STAKES (CLASS F) 
(DHM) £3^»0 added lm 2f 
i 100320 mi Ilnur rnmr pi n , ,a ^ 

! "S 

4 , SS agfflBBSSfegSgg 

6 000000 gHli 0Bait U)(P)HQMglff_4Bl3 r r lQ f p g 

T 045-250 BESAlHRH»{210|Alfcora3B12 S Smdmt B 

8 BOOO HOEE1Kr(43}ladl*«BgOn389 DIMtenB 

9 3SDOO0 8RB0rMMREftJ4)PtteelnBM9 FN««b4 

— B iteilwel— 

DUTWn F T JteMf.1 rn» " 7 1 

ls»a474 0 w at AilWS t, W»e7lBt,B4 | ttw^«W».124ig | 4 | » 

l PULLMAN FOODS HAfOfCAP (CLASS E) 
= z^J ffW«£3300»d«todlin ■ .. 

1 00)000 MR MiiBiHtt qWRHanniBBlL^-tte reOMR R 

2 01-00 IMinJEWffCTiJteHBteigtei397— JtteehwB 

3 QA4C5-.-4llBM0iraBAIE(iyiH9TDftBai894^__— ——— 



8 50003 C0HSHOK>CU)50(Mr392 „~J0m OTfeR 3 £ 

9 633000 MUU.H0USEC19)(D9GBiWl9B2 HAdamUV 

10 058061 B*WmBWMH(U«N€»Wwn3Bll- — MRobarts« 

11 0000 BAWERr (171) B Ftene 4 B 7 Don tutsan 1 

12 060000 reAPPStN0RUAtl(5^RI«Bm484_-^AMcagMll 

13 54)6 BURSULlAOY(S2)Nk&BSgnle33T 10 > fete* 3 

14 000 HA0OH {28 A Iterance 3 7 10 FNortoolO 

-lAtedBSd- 

Atnteun aetpc Ttt lDte True hnlcsp we(0ic tfaett 7tf 8h 
a c ni iHL >1 te m e—w tenate. »a teiate MjHanr . 5-iCo> sue 
NO, 54 atgUer Byfaak, 8-1 CoMMp^ 10-1 Steeptftn, 12-1 often 




I WNTAfiE NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS E} 
I £4«200 added ZYD Bf 

1 521320 AS£AllS0Ut®tl7)WRHar«n97 Dees JNai5 

2 DC CSMunmMMntgnSa Mtoben»6 

3 ■ B5» B0RBRUC£(21)WMte94 ^Pl»ec*Bl 

4 624064 haSSSIROIE ( 3A (D) B Meetm 6 12 MTeteuttl 

5 104604 SUBERCnWBltaiteB9 SSaa*«8V 

6 3306 SODA (14) TQ Bran 8 8 DaatecMowU 

7 08400 B*BESB0(IllCftHu*85 PtaasyRA 

8 000 PE2SIFBVB27 (22)6 leaf 81 IQtew3B 

S 23520 RtJBtL QBUM Q4) A Fonff 8 0 TSpratell 

ID 42CCOO MTS1WfqSSDw712 aiA(Awl{D7E 

11 5SD SBenESNEPfHf|245anans710 DWBJW059 

-lldactend- 

lemua re 20b Du tanteCRI Sane'A 58 l 

BEIIBB 54 Ca*#f, 54 Haq teute, $4 Sofia fbdoo, 7-lAegueSouM. 
Scte, 8-1 UMtefiBbto, lfrl StertsbB, 0-1 ottsra 

I LAMBOURN HANDICAP (CLASS n £3,450 
added 2m 

1 033006 C0U90DSE(lfe(C0)JSbeean8iaQ SOMBeHTB 

3 202640 8UE5rAUUfCEpRPfeAMma4913_CUfeMnte33 

3 34X3D0P QUUMD«{2fl)lteace4013 IRN>4 

4 

5 

6 
7 


355 


EPSOM MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5400 added 3YD7f 

385 MDTAnUNWMMraperoo Jfete*3 

00 UA2URapS)?CnR*lfrH|Qm9Q DHantaceZ 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 000000 WtaWCAHMf«CG(2Z)BPeac8B9 — 

8 oo «yiavBtiasrt iAi) JBnN BrB9— 

BBIMfe ewns tebotteiy lad, 7-4 Mtawlt, 5-2 Gw Me* M. Otr 
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sport 


Dovecote 


primed for 


Cup coup 



Phil Shaw visits 
Shepshed, home to 
O’Kane’s giant-killing 
gang - bar Bah 


I n the grand tradition of the 
provincial evening paper 
which once gained notoriety 
for headlines like “Town not to 
move for Royle" and “Toshack 
not set to sign for Town”, The 
Independent can exclusive Iv re- 
veal that Ib rahim Bah will not 
be in the Shepshed Dynamo side 
at Carlisle United on Saturday. 

Now that may not seem like 
hold-the-back-page material, 
especially since the player re- 
Christened "Brian" at Shepshed 
has still to make so much as a 
substitute's appearance for the 

mid-table min- 

nows from the 
Midland Divi- 
sion of the Dr 
Martens 


(Southern) 

League. Yet 
Bah has been 
creating head- 
lines of his own 
in the build-up 

to the first- 

round tie, and 

not solely on account of the 
obliging brevity of his surname. 

Bah is a midfield player whose 
30 caps for Sierre Leone include 
tangles with Tony Yeboah and 
George Weah and an appear- 
ance in the African Nations 
Cup finals last January. He fell 
into Shepshed’s lap early this sea- 
son after turning up to enroll at 
the university in neighbouring 
Loughborough. The FA has ac- 
cepted the transfer of his regis- 
tration from Fort Authority FC 
only for the Department of Em- 
ployment to argue that he is an 
“entertainer” who would be 
preventing a 
earning a living. 


‘The players 
said: “Ibrahim? 
Bugger that, 
we’ll call you 
Brian - it stuck’ 


Shepshed needed to confirm a 
work permit for Bah by mid- 
night last Friday in order for him 
to be eligible to play at Brun- 
ton Park. Unfortunately, the 
wheels of bureaucracy ground 
too slowly. 

Marie O’Kane, whose prede- 
cessors as manager include 
Martin O'Neill ana Ian Storey- 
Moore, was already resigned to 
bein<* without him as he 
watched his squad (minus Bah) 
work out in a downpour at 
Shepshed' s tiny Dovecote 

ground, “li would have given me 

a problem 

about who to 
leave out, and 
he might not 
have been 
match fit, but 
decisions like 
that are my job. 
He played in a 
practice match 
the other week 
and scored 
from 40 yards. 





still bitter 
about 
Estonia 


RUPERT METCALF 


Even as they celebrated Sun 
day's World Cui 


_ ip win over Swe- 
den," Scotland were stffl being J 
detracted by the Estonia saga.* 
Jim Rmy, the chief executive of 


has handled the aftermath of hist 
month’s abortive trip to Tallinn, 

Scotland went to. the top of 
Group Four thanks to their 1-0 
victory over Sweden, even 
though they were without their 
suspended captain, Gary McAl- 
lister, who only learned on Fri- 
day that the suspension he 
should have served in Estonia 
would have to be served against 
the Swedes instead. Fifa ruled 
last week that the Scots must re- 
play the qualifier foe which the 
Estonians failed to turn up, af- 
ter Fife brought forward the 
Idck-off time on 9 October. 

‘There are more questions 
than answers over this," Fany 
said. “There are causes for con- 


cern.” The Scots are unhappy 


Human dynamo: Mark O’Kane, the Shepshed manager, who leads the smallest chib in the FA CuptoCarfisieon Saturday Photograph: Peter Jay 


The keeper couldn’t move be- 
fore it hit the net I’ve seen the 
videos. I’ve watched him train- 
ing, and he's class.” 

Carlisle would be advised to 
resist feeling smug about Bah’s 
absence from the 450-mile 


round trip from Leicestershire, 
ihed’s 


Jegre 

start until next September, so 


Sbepshed’s pedigree may be a 
modest one, with financial crises 
and changes of identity and sta- 
tus peppering (heir 106 years, 
but O’Kane is steadfast in his in- 
sistence on “real quality”. 

To that end he hi secured the 
services of Paul Bancroft and 
Jon Clark, both of whom had 
full-time experience with Der- 
by County. Bancroft later played 
at Wembley for Kidderminster 
while Tbrnmy Docherty brought 


□ark to the Baseball Ground 
from Manchester United, 
though, according to O’Kane, 
they play for love rather than 
money at Shepshed. 

u We haven't got a big budget 
like in the days when the club 
was called Shepshed Charter- 
house and then Albion in the 
19SQs. I've seen the figures and 
they’re frightening. I also heard 
that Stafford Rangers (in the 
same division) have a weekly 
wage bill of £2^00. Ours isn't 
a fifth of that, and not one of 
my players is on contract." 

In the words of Ku 
Akeredolu, the captain, “Vik are 
not Rushden & Diamonds, you 
know”, a reference to the mega- 
rich V^uxball Conference club. 
Instead, Shepshed find 
O’Kane’s reputation in semi-pro 
circles for playing “proper foot- 


ball 

the 


helps Shepshed to bridge 
in resources. When 
was between League 
clubs he persuaded him to play 
for Carriage & Wigon. a works 
team he ran, and the midfield- 
er renewed the acquaintance in 
the face of more lucrative offers 
last s umm er. 

The spirit within the squad is 
epitomised by Pete Halt Al- 
though his van chugged into the 
car park 10 minutes late for 

tr aining, them* was no mltirfritw 

from the gaffer. HaU travels 
from Stoke-on-liEnt, 75 miles 
away, and yet he is not currency 
in the team and there is no 
reserve side. 

Shepshed are arguably the 
smallest dub . left in the com- 
petition, regnlariy drawing gates 
of fewer than 200. In the spring 
they won promotion from the 


Interlink Midland AtHanoe, and 
O'Kane admitted he was 
“pleasantly surprised" with the 
way they have adjusted to the 
higher level. 

Their Third Division hosts 
should also be warned that 
they are the only team in the 
country with three trophies on 
the sideboard already this sea- 
son. “We won the Interlink 
President's Cup, the charity 
shield for the league and a 
memorial trophy for a past 
secretary of oiirs who' died, afl 
before the start of the, real sea- 
son, Taaid to the eh&ixm&n: 
‘Wed, you can’t sack the this 
week. 

Tbek run to the first round 
proper, for only the second 
time in the history of the vari- 
ous Shepshed outfits, began 
before 125 spectators at Strat- 


i-Avontodcwh^h the 
> s cricket dub halditin to 
clinch the,'" £fcaj£pfonsb£p- 
Counting repfay$~they'1tave 
already played seven games in 

of 

Knypecsky Vkforiabdfcfea&O ' 
victory over Bromsgrove ofthe 
Conference a fortnight ago. 

, Nearly a thousand woe at 
the Dovecote that day, packrag 
the clubhouse to the exteuitbat 
O’Kane could not get-near 
thetdevisioiLto hear thfc^&w. 


he tecafled- Thit we couldn't 
have done much better. Pteston 
or Burnley away would have 
been . a bigger crowd, but 
Carlisle are hoping for about 
6.000. We could make about 
£15,000, which would be a 
fortune to ua." 


As the players pounded 
round the pitch, the dub sec- 
retary, Peter Bull, was in the . 
bar supervising the brisk sale 
of tickets for the trek to 
Cambria. November is hardly 
T-shirt “time, but Shepshed's 
“Road to Wembley” design, 
complete with Moscow 
Dynamo-style T>” motif, is 
also going well. The back lists 
their victims* with Carlisle on 
the pe nultimate line frill owe d 
by an optimistic “TBA" for the 
Second round/ ’■ ‘ 

And .who kajgws, if they do 
mate it through,- then Shepshed 
may be able tb Si^tahofi The 
clout of Africa in the next 
round. But why die nickname? 
O'Kane explained: “The play- 
ers just said: ‘Ibrahim? Oh bug- 
ger that, well call you Brian’. He 
liked it, so It stuck.” 


that although David Will, a 
vice-president of the SEA, left 
Thursday's Fife meeting in 
Zurich while the Estonia affair 
was being discussed, Sweden's 
Lennart Johansson, a Fifa vice- 
president, did not do likewise. 

Johansson said at the week/ > 
end that he may report Party tw. 
Fife’s disdplinaxy committee" 
over alleged remarks mode by 
the Scot in response to the gov* . 
eming body’s decision to restage 
the Estonia game and ban Mc- 
Allister for Sunday's match. 
Farry responded yesterday that 
be is willing to go to Zurich to 
meet Fife officials. “There was 
major disruption to our team. 

It was an unusual disruption 
which we would hope would 
never be repealed for any coun- 
try,” Rirry said. 

Fife has ordered Estonia to 
meet Scotland by 16 March next 
year. "We are still awaiting 
news on where and when the 
game will be played," Craig 
Brown, Scotland’s coach, said. 
“The players will be up for 
that one, that is for sure.” The - 
Scots then have home games 
against Estonia on 29 March 
and Austria on 2 April -the lat- 
ter probably at Celtic Park. 


Clubs to embrace divisional Irish bid to keep top players 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWETT 


Now that all the fuss sur- 
rounding Phil de GlanvilJe's 
appointment as England captain 
has subsided, at least until next 
week's build-up to the Italy in- 
ternational begins in earnest, 
rugby's politicians are ready to 
return to their accustomed 
place on centre stage. But after 
nine months irt which no one 
has managed to agree with any- 
body about anything, tomor- 
row’s meeting of the leading 
Courage League clubs in 
Northampton will have a 
conciliatory air about it. 

Sprue, the umbrella organi- 
sation representing the senior 
English professional clubs, is still 
in dispute with the Rugby Foot- 
ball Union over money and 
broadcasting rights and would, 
given half a chance, disagree 
with the governing body about 


the best way to solve the crisis 
in Zaire as well. Ibmonow, 
however, Epruc is expected to 
soften its stance by holding out 
an olive branch - even an en- 
tire olive tree - to the RFU. 

Signals from inside the Epruc 
camp suggest that the dubs will 
abandon their militant resis- 
tance to the forthcoming pro- 
gramme of divisional matches 
with three touring sides - 
Queensland, the Junior Spring- 
boks and Argentina -and release 
both players and facilities. Such 
a move would save the RFU the 
considerable embarrassment of 
fielding pitifully under-strength 
teams against high-quality sides 
who have flown thousands of 
miles in search of meaningful 
competition. 

In addition, the dubs are like- 
ly to agree to the RFU vetoes en- 
shrined in the now infamous 
document foisted on the rebels 
at the brief and bad-tempered 
meeting between the two sides on 


22 October. “AD we want is some 
sort of formal definition of how, 
and under what circumstances, 
the vetoes might be applied," one 
Epruc source said yesterday. 

If the member dubs unite be- 
hind a slightly amended version 
of the RFU document tomor- 
row, Epruc will seek an early 
meeting in an attempt to reach 
a final settlement 

However, a further contro- 
versy is looming over the fixture 
congestion caused by Ireland’s 
and, to a lesser extent. Scot- 
land's international commit- 
ments. Last week, four major 
league fixtures were cancelled 
because of an Ireland squad ses- 
sion and unless some compro- 
mise is hammered out quickly, 
the same situation will arise on 
28 December, 4 January and 18 
- dates on which Bristol, Sara- 
cens, London Irish and New- 
castle among others, will expect 
to field their Celtic exiles in vi- 
tal dub matches. 


En glan d announc ed a 40-man 
A squad yesterday for next 
month’s rapid-fire tno of match- 
es against the southern hemi- 
sphere tourists. Newcomers 
include the impressive Glouces- 


ter full-back Chris Catling, the 
half Nit 


Harlequins’ scrum-half Nick 
Whlshe and, intriguuijgfy, An- 
drew Lucking, the Edinburgh- 
based second row. Lucking, a 
metfical student at the city’s uni- 
versity, represented Edinburgh 
in the European Cup. Howev- 
er, his Celtic associations go no 
further than that: as far as Eng- 
land are concerned, he is one 
of theirs. 

Bath will be without two key 
layers in Saturday’s European 
ip quarter-final at Cardiff. 
The flanker Richard Webster 
has broken a knuckle joint on 
his right hand, while the hook- 
er Graham Dawe has a dislo- 
cated elbow. 

Engl and A squad. Digest, 
page 27 
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The Irish Rugby Football Union 
has unveiled pians to hah the ex- 
odus of players from Ireland by 
spending up to £3m on contracts 
for leading players. 

The proposals, involving a 
three-tier structure designed to 
encourage the Irish players now 
with English dubs to return 
home, were announced by the 
IRFU president, Bobby Deacy, 
in Dublin yesterday and will be 
pin to teadmji dubs nest Sunday. 

Deacy. said: “Our aim is to 
make it less attractive to play 
abroad. And we are determined 
to put a structure in place 
which, win entice our top play- 
ers bad: to Ireland and which 
will discourage other players 
from leaving." 

The Union also. aims to in- 
crease tiie number of full in- 
ternational matches to be 
played m the season, which 
will help refinance the deal. 

The IRFU intends to struc- 
ture the game to embrace the 


clubs, provinces and the na- 
tional skie& If dubs agree to the 
recommendations, the plans 
will be implemented over an ini- 
tial three-year period. 

Of more immediate interest 
for the Irish is tarnght’s launch 
of their international season 
against Western Samoa in 
Dublin. And the fearsome 
prospect of Vh’aiga Tiigamala’s 
return to the game at interna- 
tional level will be seen as the 
greatest threat to Irish ambitions*. 

Ireland's New Zealand-boro 
coach, Murray Kidd, is well 
versed in Ttugamala's abilities. 
He played for the AH Blacks for 
three years before making the 
switch to rugby league in 1994. 

Kidd believes TWgamala’s 
time with Wigan has made him 
an even more formidable op- 
ponent. The 27-year-okL is mak- 
ing a one-off Test appearance 
on ffie wingfor bis native coun- 
try m Lansdowne Road, having 
played for the Samoans m the 


Rugby League World Cup. 
Kidd said: T 


‘He wifi now start 
things by coming in on the 
blind side. But that makes him 
so much more dangerous as an 
opponent Va’aiga has an abil- 
ity to off-load the ball well. He 
has certainly developed in 
league. It has given him addi- 
tional slriUs-" 

Tuigamala, one of four new 
caps, set up a late try after com- 
ing on as a second-half replace- 
ment in the Samoans’ 35-25 
victoay over Minster on Saturday. 

The Samoans have lost sev- 
eral of their players since the 
Wjrid Cup, but they should still 
prove a threat to their hosts. 

, “The last thing we will be do- 
ing is underestimating them," 
Ireland’s team manager. Fat 
Whelan, said. “Their back di- 
vision is exceptionally strong, al- 
though they may be short of a 
few first team players." 

Ireland are keen to get their 
season off to a winning start. It 


b their first game since they 
were humbled 70-38 by thei. 
Barbarians last May. 

Ireland, who named the Exiles 
centre Rob Henderson and Bair. . 
lymena wing James Tripping **•'' 
debutants, have been forced to. . 
mate one late change. The New- 
castle prop, Nick Fopplewell, 
pulled a hamstring in training at 
the weekend which gives a first 
start to Moseley’s Henry Hurley 
who came on as a temporary re- 
plarement against Fiji last season. 

RELAND fv Western Sanaa, LamdowM . 
Hood. toR&iQ: S Maaon (Mctmond); R WM- 
Im 0 (Saracens), R Headman (London 
Mail, J Bob (Nort ham pton), J Topping ffi*- 


jyrnera): _D Humphrays {London Mi), N 


fOxfoftJ University, capfl: H tariff 
* i. PWw- 


IMostiey). A Ctorte (Northampton). . .... 
Inee (Saracens). 8 Richer (London lush), J 
tfenldaoa (London Mi), O CMtary (BristnQ. 
D McBride (Malone). P Johns (Samcws)- 
RaptaoMMntK M Held (Malone), P MM 
(JflstoM. S Mdhnr (Garjwwn). M Gate* 
(Shannon), a Hatpin (London Mi), M Me- 
Dormott lLansdowne). 

WESraiN SAMOA: VPBturO StfOSta, [W- 
£>. G Leoupapa. V Tuigsmata; E We, J m- 
mu: B Hafcty. T Lfiasanawao. A La'uu, P 
Leawwa, M ButMstte. S Ta'ala. I FeaunmLP 
Lam (rapt). Raptacmwnts: M Fattatata. T 
ftnokra or P FB. V VefefcL J Pammotti, L Tone, 
GlatuorR AaK 
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the Scottish Football, remains fc 
unhappy with the way Fifa, " 
football’s world governing body, 
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sport 



It is the height of folly - no, it is .... 
international without a recognised 


Lord Beaverbrook used to say that, 
if you did not blow your own trum- 
pet, no one else was going to blow 
ll for you. Here is a modest toot 
rather than a full blast. I expected 
Phil de GianviUe to be the new Eog- 
land captain and wrote as much in 
this co I &mn a couple of weeks ago. 
1 also expected WDl Carling to 
retain his place. 

Where I was wrong was in think- 
ing that Carling would be picked in 

what was thea his new Hadequins po- 
sition, of outside-half (he has subse- 
quently reverted to inside centre at 
amr rare for the important dub matefar 
es). Th is would have enabled him to 
exercise his newly acquired place-lddk- 
mg skins on his country’s behalf and, 
at the same time, to leave room for 


Jeremy Guscott at outside-centre. 

I. would claim to have been two- 
thirds right For Carling may stiH do 
the kictang at goal Jack Rowell, who 

k**s nothing better than a good tease 
- one reason why I thought he would 
go for De Glanvue rather than for the 
better-fancied Lawrence DaJlagho - 
has left his intentions undear. Most 
of my colleagues thfnlr the task will 
be undertaken by the new full-back, 
Tim Stunoson- Others speculate that 


madness - to go into an 
and reliable place kicker 


tbeiob will be done by Mike CalL 
Certainly Catr is the most natur- 
al kicker of the three. I have seen 
him put over several good goals for 
Bath in the absence of their regu- 
lar place kicker, Jonathan Callard, 
who until last seasem used to be ^Eng- 
land’s regular, as well. Now he has 


been completely discarded. It may 
be that Rowell thinks that, at 30, be 
is too old to see England through 
to the next World Cup. But, if so. 
why is Carling (who is a month old- 
er) kept in the side? 

Callard is not the most exciting 
full-back I have ever seen. But he 
retains his speed. He judges his in- 
cursions into the line wclL Above all, 
he is a very good place kicker. So too 
is Paul Grayson, who undertook the 
duties last season. So is Leicester's 
-new outside-half; Rob Lfley, not to 
mention Wasps' left-footed full- 
back, Jon UftoEL Any one of these 
is the superior of the three poten- 
tial place kickers in the England 
side: Carling,. Catt and Stimpson. 

It is the height of fofly - no, it is 



self unappreciated) Neft Jenkins. Ire- 
land would have prospered more if 
thry bad possessed the wit to play 
Michael Corcoran, then of London 
Irish iKW of Hariequms, on the left 
wing. 

Nor have the large scores and the 


ALAN WATKINS 


sheer madness - to go into an in- 
ternational without a recognised and 
reliable place kicker. For five years, 
Whies have managed to retain a ves- 
tige of international respectability, 
' i the efforts of the un- 
' thinks him- 


tfcris season lessened the importance 
of the place lacker. If anything, he has 
become even more essential Not only 
do tries have to be converted: more- 
over, the very changes in the laws 
which have brought about so many 
of them give rise to penalties. No one 
is now sure how or when the ball 
should be played after a tackle, what 
the tackle player should do and 
whether the other pJayere should have 
to stay on their feet. 


Murrayfield on Saturday provid- 
ed an illustration of the continuing 
importance of the [dace lock. Many 
have talked about the might of the 
Australian forwards, even though 
they were below par. Rsw have men- 
tioned the great contribution of the 
Australian foil-back, Matthew Burke. 

By contrast, most of the place 
kicks from his opposite number, 
Rowen Shepherd looked as if they 
had been struck by a grandmother 
who had been at the malt whisky. 
Another Scottish example of foe ine- 
briated place kick used to be pro- 
vided by Peter Brown. The 
difference was that his somehow 
struggled over, like what Punch 
used to call a late-night reveller man- 
aging to find his front door. 


Rowell's other tease is to play two 
inside centres. I simply cannot fol- 
low his reasoning here. 1 do not 
know' whether one of them will opt 
for the outside or both play left and 
right. What makes the decision all 
the odder is that Guscott has been 
in excellent form. 

Afterwards the Bath coach, Bri- 
an Ashton, asked somewhat 
theatrically if anyone could name a 
better centre than Guscott in Eng- 
land. Well, 1 can name two actual- 
ly. One is Allan Bateman, who 
plays for Richmond but is a Welsh- 
man. The other is Gary Connolly, 
who plays for Harlequins and is qual- 
ified for England. Picking Connol- 
ly would, J am afraid, be a tease too 
for even for Rowell. 
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Brundle’s 
drive on 
wild side 




Derick Allsop watches a veteran 
of the Formula One circuit warm 
up for the forthcoming RAC RaHy 
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ien you have compet- 
ed in 157 grands prix, 
won the world sports- 
car championship and Le Mans, 
you are entitled to believe you 
know pretty well all there is to 
know about driving, and yet 
there was Martin Brundle, sit- 
ting attentively behind the 
wheel as the instructor delivered 
his lesson. 

But then the Network Q 
RAC Rally demands respect, 
and for all Brundle's experience 
on the track, he is acutely con- 
scious he is about to enter an . 
entirely different competitive 
arena, a labyrinth of tight, slip- 
pery, dark forest tracks. 

The realisation struck him 
nxmientsafterfHittingciown the 
phone and receiving the call that 
myitecj .him to fulfil one of. 
those ambitions that most just" 
fantasise over. A summer run 
with Colin McRae had sharp-' 
ened hisappetite and here was . 
the opportunity, to drive a 
Group A Ford Escort Cos- 
worth rn the higgest event on the 
British rallying calendar. 

"It was something I'd always 
wanted to do,”. the 37-year-old 
Brundle said. “As the Formula 
One season had ended early I 
i had the time. Wbwereplaxmmg 


a holiday in Mauritius but my 
wife Liz knew how much this 
meant to me and we- called off 
the holiday. Then it suddenly 
began to dawn on me what I’d 
let myself in for. Not just a 
three-day event, but a two or 
three-week commitment And 
Td got to learn how to drive a 
rally car! 7 ' 

■fhe learning began yesterday, 
at SiNerstone Rally Centre, 
under the tutelage of that most 
respected sage, Roger Qark, 
twice winner of the RAC in the 
Seventies. Brundle was guided 
through the basic principles of 
the left-hand-drive car, let loose 
on the rally stage, coaxed again, 
then let loose again. 

He will have a session at an- 
other driving centre in Yorkshir e 
on . ’nmr^day, test in fabled 
Kielder cm Friday and then set 
off on his. recce before em- 
barking on the three-day rally 
from Chester cm Samrdayweek. 
By that point, he hopes to have 
as much faith in his navigator, 
Roger Freeman, as in the 
knowledge imparted by Clark. 

*Tm going to be relying so 
heavily on my co-driver/' Brun- 
dle said. “He's given me a book 
of pace notes and it looks Chi- 
nese to me. As with xopst things. 



Martin Brunrite .gets to grips with a whole new driving game at the SHverstone Rally Centre ye s ter da y 


the more yon get into ft, the’ 
more you discover there is 
more .to ft than .you realised. 
What frrtfrradales me is that I 
won’t be able to do it instinc- 
tively, Fm going to be very 
mechanical. 

‘Tt’agomg lobe veiy difficult 
to go flat right aver foe crest . 
when I'm told to by my co-dri- 
ver. It's not Bke a grand prix cir- 
cuit, where Hcnow every comer. 
But I’ve got to do it, haven’t I? 

“And we go straight into one 
of the toughest stages in the 
world. My biggest fear is going 




TODAY S FIXTURES 


Football 

7.30 unless tttnd 

COCA-COLA CUP . 
THIRD-ROUND REPLAYS 
Lincoln * Southampton (7.45). 
Luton v WlmtoMm (7.46). 


UtkUifi' 


; »■ •* 


NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

Barnsley v Nonrictl (MS) 

SECOND DIVISION 

Staawtftnty V Bristol Boon 

BELL’S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
RRCTOWtSWN 

St Johnstone v Ban FHe (7-43 )....'. — 

fa umBro TBOPHrSaoopHtyV inteya: 
Woivacc v fa&of O**; Yaatyigv Cnoraojc Toot- 
tog & MoctBm v DfinftmL 
ICIS LEAGUE Manor DMNoie BoraftarnMnd 
vVeovtM7.45);H«»tonv(}«toitlcll)' (7.45): Hey* 
bndaiv Siatias; KMnontanvGms. fMOL 
vWon: WMon A B teahara Bac*ij«ote. 
Second DMatoKBedtadvLaailUfheHMMSK 
Lntjno" v Bredmod (7.4SL-. 
uwBoiHMavaapw^Bii iW BMwiv 
Mare CW»jn BayvCnate? fintayvBMtspar- 
bb i7.45); Gamsfacrougi v Ate ate n: Qubaiay 
v Bmwcv daiaam v WAn*fc«£ Muoa v Knonotqr. 
chBheXeCivMcoiwiRMKxfcLencamrvFcr 
atroon SSrt*. U«o Brat DMMwOvlM 
round: Eastwood Town v H a rmg Wa Ttoarefk- 
(cn v DfOtisdan; NenheffMd v GraMu WMdns- 
tonvVAVfley Bay. . . 

DR kMRTENS LEAOUE Prandor DDMac Sdfl- 
Duy Town v WOoestor. MhBaml OMNok Tam- 
y Roirmot. Southam DhWoa: Ctnadon 
y TrawDndBO. W Maittna Cap'tnt round HO- 
and lee OwJw*nm IU vNnpaR ATC Cl (TAB. 
FEDERATION BREWBRV NORTHEHN LEABte 
First DWsJon: EWnaon * Oumamj South 
Shields • Seaiwn Raoetar. 

NORTHERN COUNim EAST LEA8UE piwl- 
danTs Cupth W nwwt Ba yer/HBeBnepolAMn: 
Hatew Mwi v PorWtaneHUciqHtviJOumMaA- 

v >y Man vSti«»el(l!DaMB Town wThBCMU! TWF- 

■" Amateur w EMK- 


UNUE7 SUSSEX COUNTY LBWQK FW DMrioie 
Bursess HI villa Oak Lac0i4rSponswRtog- 
n*r ONwoad v Snoreltemrlwiaat w WWmk 
nantam Vftttconbav Hanoon; EoutMch 
w Bwa Bo^M (7^5). 

SCMWFK DflttCT LEAOUC PmnUar DMeioK 
BNUMB * Barnstmia 
UMSMRT UNITHI COUITSS LEAGUE Premlor 
OMahm; Cogenhoa v Snenfont RriSpouw 
Nonhempton Spancet: Long Butfdjy y Wcto^- 
i»ou 0 i; Mvdam BtocMm w Holoeodv law* 
op tat meat Dasoomupi » BUProoW, St NeoB 
vWhKMnnk 

WMSTONLEAD KSTT LEAGUE: Conmfllan V 
uedwooo tTASfeCoei w »fl*> 0^6): Fawrtnem 
v Renees; MMsaWa v CamwOuiy. 
JEWSONWESSBCiBkBUECUFwoniadnamd 
: SowneBBUth PC y Mover. GoqiaR v 


flrwMeeE 

EK0e«L 


LEAGUE OF WALES BOert Cap second rand 
MhT 


j JEWSON EASTBUI LEAGUE Piamtar DhMoa 
(ad 7.J511 HaoteAp i vuwoow; Uutn v Ww>- 
- _iam;Na«flnai«w^TwS«eijiyWan»' 

iln' Haiwch A ftrtaeao. - ... 

* NORTHWEST COUNTIES t lAG IK H i l t PMetaC 

Atherton CMhanee ^v anu^ tn vnaa Hath 

«» y Roesenflaw Bootk tf 


flnt be Bangor Ctqr v Cotmah 1 * Quay. Bony v 
BAN Vw; HeQfiHl v Rhyl; Newtown v AbetyR- 
«**». • 

SUN UFE IRUBI COLD CUP Rnafc UnttW v Gb- 
newn At The OnL BMuo. . 

PCNIM UEAGUE PimevOMNoni Baiwtfwt 
v &aun (7J5) (at H OH W Town): Okbam 
yOertwiTaj w &»**»» caftfcLSacomlDl- 
ORdk Rotnahamv H a ntfi altl (7.01; StKkpon 
ygraltatfCay \BlA5V. 

AMWMUMNCECOMBSIAEIIONnatDbMoiG 
MSael « Aaanai BflK Uhet Hah v Bnptnn OOl 
WOnfWrfwn *Rw*ri*w), 

FATOiTH CUP Rnt rooad; Leeoa * SheflaM 
Wwctatd^ (7.0K BtflcUum V Bbckpooi (7J5); 
HeMonj v USSR 

(USniKjtathjitTyfflvSiKAMWsdMaaay. 

Rugby Uoloa 

MTBMA1I0NAL MATCH 

imbad rVUmina (700) 

ratTaraoDuno HOmL DuttV 

TOUR MATCH: M*wj A w Souti AStoa A (Z30) 

{at OcntfuaaK OutaBtL 

Otbor apkw^l.-' . . 

BCWNSe' Nan-Mi rraartaaieu oaNWt (Pudiatf; 
R UCndei (En0 vftQOen (USL 
KEHOCKEe 
BmatBrtMiv 
TABU TSMSc Eiaopean WttnenTi laapjs 
[BndznonN: England » Qmaoa. 

TENMS: OutfdMn OMR MnunaH (TaOonfl. 


Six binned 
after brawl 

Ice hoefcay 

Six players from the Sheffield 
Sleelers match against Bas- 
ingstoke Bison could be finding 
plenty of time for pre-Christmas 
shopping, writes Steve Finder. 

With Steelers leading 3-2 
just past the half-way stage, a 
brawl broke out, and after the 
officials had intervened, three 
players from either side — in- 
cluding tiie two aetminders, 
James Hfibbert and Richard 
Gall ace - bad been thrown out 
of the game for fighting. 

After the penalties, the game 
produced some of the best play 
of the weekend, with Steelers 
winning 7-4. 

■Cardiff Devils remained top 
of the league thanks to some 
adept goal-tending At Bas- 

o^33 shots withouTconceding 
a goal in the 4-0 win and, the fol- 
lowing day, Stephen Lyle faced 
27 shots without letting the 
puck past while his team-mates 
scored eight against Bracknell. 


off on the first stage and hav- 
ing people say, ‘What do ym ex- 
pect of a formula One driver?’ 
I don't want to let down For- : 
muM One." ’ 

Brundle soon became ac- 
quainted with some of the es- 
sential differences between 
Formula One and. rallying. “I 
normally have 14 men to 
change my wheels but l know I 
could have to do that for myself 
on a foggy, muddy track some- 
where. You've even got to do up 
your own seatbelts here. It’s a 
culture shock. 


Athletics 

Britain’s marathon selectors haw 
chanffd thee- po6cy for next jeer's World 
Championships. The London Marathon 
next April wiB now be used as a trial race 
and selection will be guaranteed to the 
first British man and woman not aireedy 
chosen tbrthe championships in Athens. 

Basketball 


“But I have to say I’ve sensed 
no resentment from the regu- 
lar rally people. In fact. I’ve had 
lots of oners of help from guys 
like Carlos Sainz and Juba 
Kankkunen. They are genuinely 
pleased to see me. Not that Juha 
is expecting me to breeze past 
him jn foe forests. Even if 1 did, 
I honestly believe he would 
help me.” 

Sainz and McRae are among 
the notable absentees this year, 
foe RAC having taken its turn 
to be excluded from the world 
championship. The test, how- 


ever, remains daunting enough 
for the new boy. “It’s still foe 
RAC and if I get to the end I’D 
be elated," he said. “A bit like 
Le Mans. Also like Le Mans, 
Tm sure there will be times 
when m be thinking, “What am 
I doing here?’ But if 1 can fin- 
ish in foe top 20, that would be 
fantastic." 

Clark, who also instructed 
Jim Dark and Graham HID, was 
suits 
est 

“He’s got to remember there 
can be logs and rocks on these 


lit ably impressed with his lat- 
rt pupil from Formula One. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


7a Mottow Groop Sawn 1 (Ck* 

canes pen 78). Hi** 7 (Oh By 24. 38. 5U 00, 
HNon Sulu 55. 65. Eeiueil aot San Mma 0. 
WWRLP CUP B ou t t i A ia a d g i Zona (ttauMy** 
Ma mu**): Round-fuNn^n? (La Pa*J: Bo- 
iMa 2 (Salty 15, Moreno 44) CotofTtoa 2 (Sar- 
m pan Aft Mncon 54); Una): Paw 4 (Reynoso 
5. JuSnho 22. RetedOG 43, 82) Venezuela 1 Mra 
77); Wardon* PaaMrl ®*nte 231 Ecuador 
a UMdb|0 ftamlatf; i Oawrtw (PR PB 14); 
2 Paraguay 15-lOfc 3 Ecuador (6-B); A Hgpray 


.« — B 

Bfc m i n g MMu 5 

Ma acl aaeter & 

Derby 11 

Tharaaa.VaH«y ..-11 
Crystal Pataca — 11 
Wortttnc in 


U3ChBvi03. 
L f A Pis 
969 79418 
968 87116 
891 856 JA 
699 63412 
805 68112 
745 71612 
722 70410 
647 61210 
9861052 8 
810151051 6 
9 806 925 4 
8 804 889 4 


P W 

a 9 

Leopards 10 8 

Cheater 10 7 

Leicester 8 6 

Loodott 9 6 

8 
5 
5 
4 
3 
2 
2 

Hama! 10 010 8421104 0 

NBA: CTaMtand 101 Demer 8EL LA Cippem 81 
MMnetnB 70, tanmuwr 82 New man ML LA 
LABS B2 Manta 6S. ftxtMMf B4 SSn AnaMo fiL 

Cricket 

TOUR MATCH (Cochki. India; sacand day of 
thraa): Soun «nca 243 end 233; Kametaie- 
wnllS. 

9CFHELD SHELD (Sydney: final dw of fouj: 
New South Watas 264 and 3S3 for 8 dec Vic- 
tona 161 ana 396 0AKttraaEHattlS7. Damn 
Bery 148). NSW won by 58 n«. 

CHAMPIONS TROmy (One «%, Shafiah. UAE* 
New ZaaMnd 169 tor 8 m 50 o*n (N Asfla 66c 
SQoSSra 3-lffl; SnLarta l£9sAotxnA8t»MS 
(S Jqaaunya S3: D umon 5<34). Meadi twt 

Football 

lRANSFBi: Gmv Poole kfcfendart Brnw^Tafn 
vtChaflcn i£25 OJOOO). 

IKMU) CUP Baupaan Zcna CSmadn'tr Ma 
nsdtalc Crop One (Zagntte 6oma 1 tsmer 
45) OnaoB 1 O —Mfc 91 O nap No (Kafr 
o«*>a): PofeKl 2 {SaUsaMU 4. K waqcfia pan 


WORLD CUP Coaeoea' Zona i 
(Sundays late raarih): Group On (Nktsaand, 
Vat: Unfed Stoat 2 (Dooley 52. wyraAda 85) 
Titnidad and Tobegp 0. Snap Tan (Srai SaL 
wtdor): 0 5atador3 akazAroe 43. listien 68, 
TiWjoto 88) Panama 2 (torec Defy vote* 12. 
fm. WocpUraa(Kheriaq):StVlncentOJfr. 
maca 5 IWhtume 10, 13. Young 64, Carpi 66. 
Lows 85). 

WOnncUPAMeanZOastSndayatatai*- 
solts) araop Om (Cooakiy): Gutnea 3 CAT Ca- 
mara 17. F Camara 33. Sourah 83} Katya 1 
lOietf 7). Grous IWo (Cairo): Eaw 
M 1. 15, TOTSwed Heamm LL InNn Hew 
san 35. Hossam Hasan 73. 84) Namibia 1 
(Sdwuta 25). Gnwp Tbraa (Branripa): Con- 
0} 1 (Mem 41) Zambia D. 


(NutatMoM; Tonga 2 Cook ufands 0. 
SnURSH LEAGUE (SOntety fata r«sa«ts):Aav 
latc ERxn 2 (Ztend* IS, EwbaMa 77) )Man- 
cm 0; Ettarnakra 0 Serfie 1 (BeAesta 15K fM 
MBdfO 0 UWtrta 0; 0*a V)9] 1 (G>xM 40) Com- 
poewa 2 12 , Penav pen ©]; Heraulaa 1 

UbnfiOHC 66) Zbraeorai l (D GhOb 7«h Red Beth 
2 (Alfonso 41. 0tos 65) Real Sooeoad 1 ILus 
paer 25U Oaedo 3 (Dulmaty 3tt 06 7a pen 
SfflEcpanwdltlfiflfri&RcgoUtfKsneOSen- 
tanderO;De(xnMt4CCnrtaOienenfa0.1aMl- 
mg pnaUaHB 1 Banefona [P12. Pts28»; 2 teal 
Madid U2-26); 3 DepcrtWo La Cornrta [12-2©. 
EA UMBRO TROPHY TIM qoafltytng raemt 
BwMomRaKAwnuovBBnjHVMannevCiBh*- 
Oorowli TrtrWy; Buraxi vQartham; Runcemv 
SoM Bomuft Moor Green v Dudley: Asecon 
Uyd • Bunen ABMon; Oottyn B» v FDcMey Adt- 
Bc BTyrti Sponans v Bftann; HHdey ces^: or 
HWoop ¥ Lancaster; Bttnop AuAbnd v Saacte- 
DrtdBtPBtyStattorSnepPiedDjnamojSpen* 
tymar u Hsdc«le BowoUt Betynth » Acawaon 
Smtoy; natwaov womniBn: luwwiayvBn. 
Ity; Orttrt orTbodngA Mfetam v OAricn Hwn- 

kc BraaauvtMneranSuBsiUaivDonTiestBn 

AUentiotToan v DagpVram 6 fMMgE Craw- 


M v OhetmMoaf: Vaovl v Evesnam; CarthaAon 
vHtVbddge; St Leoraids Stwncran v Pirtsec 
Weymoum v NNtad; Ranhu Bopw Re^c Het- 
rewBorou0i vSHMuy; SudbuyTownvCnei- 
tanham: CEmtxtcte Oiy v Newport AFC AHesbuy 
orSmn^ounov&iWBtycFYeocine Basnente 
n Hsson^ st Aliens v Kntfs lynn; Soucesw 
v Hngsnnian; fisher v IMMWiam (Ties to be 
Slaved SMuniay 30 Novemben. 

BEIL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE HNum Of— WKTb- 
uaimt Postponed: SUUiuer v Breehev 

Golf 

Briraln's Lee Westwood, who finished 
sixm In Ew season’s Euopean ranking 
moved to a career-test vaorid ptadng of 
64 after his win tn the Sumitomo visa 
Tblhcrivo Masters in Japan. 

KAnUJJA IffTERNATWHAL (HawaB) Final 
sores (US tadaaa atataffi: 268 P SonhovsKi 
89 ^ 87 68: 270 F daptas 63 71 6B 67; 271 
0 1M ■ 66 68 7 1 66, S Jones 64 69 69 88: 
272 0 Older 64 69 69 70; 273 S We (G© 68 
68 69 60; 274 P Jacobsen 06 69 G9 70. 
MTRIIE BEACH (South CamGaa) Ftad soorn 
(US tadess stated): 270 J S«ri 69 6969 72: 
281 K Zadey 72 71 69 G* 283 K OoBMR 70 

70 74 68. i Stand CBM TO 71 72 70; 284 J 
Dint 72 71 70 71: 288 0 Cnartaa (NZ) 68 71 

71 78. F Conner 71 67 76 72; 287 V Fmnen- 
dtt 68 70 75 74, 1 Aeki Ctapan) 71 74 69 73: 
288 M HI 68 70 74 75, H kMv 67 75 76 70. 
G fctashtAus) 74 89 73 72. T WMg) 72 74 74 
68. 

SOWT WORLD RAM0ME8 (US tetaw stated): 
1 G Nomen lAuU 1033PIB. 2 T Lahman 901. 
3 N F**to OEngl 8^5. 4 E Ek ®M 862. S F 
Couples 8L55, 6 C Mpnopmarte (Sco) 801. 7 
M COM (JMMI) 7.73, 8PUdWfeian 7.72. B D 
Love IB 1S3. ID C Pmrn T48. othase 27 1 
39 S Tesianse (Sco) 3-S4. 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


tracks, but he’s a natural driver. 
Jimmy was the most natural dri- 
ver and Martin’s not far 
behind." 

This sabbatical has enabled 
Brundle to mm his mind from 
fretting about his future in For- 
mula One. He fears be will lose 
his place at Jordan-Peugeot to 
Jean Alesi, who is thought to be 
facing the axe at Benetton-Re- 
naulL “I can’t understand why 
they would want to pay Alesi a 
lot of money instead of me,” 
Brundle said. “But I’ve got a few 
things up my sleeve." 


EawOiroKatStoiBpoiTvHiicSutMonvBnxA.- 
tandg TWdnffon vGoa Gmc Wkwi Sw Mm 
v CheSiwtWL itoBhes bOe pa«M on 1 Decanter. 

Ice hockey 

Mb Oem 4 Tan<a Bty 2. RiMdapnta 3 TOorv 
TO 1. CMcass 2 Otem 0. 

Ro^by Union 

Swansea's Stuart Evans is planning to 
appeal against his sending-off on Sat- 
urday. Former rugjy league forwards 
Bans and Eb&w Vtele’s Mark Jones were 
c&smtesed for fitting, and tx«h face dx- 
weeK suspensions. Evans' hopes of an 
international recall when wales tackle 
Australia and South Africa next month 
would appear to be reduced by the dis- 
missal. 

The Wales and Swansea full-tuck Tony 
Clement could be out for the season 
after suffering another injury Clement 
has ruptured his Achilles tendon after 
only recently returning to first- team du- 
des following ligament problems. 

and "ovrs resigi^Whe 

Walsh dub, with only one win In eight 
WRU Rret Division matches and four 
consecutive losses in the European Con- 
ference, have appointed the former 
Neath coach L*n Jones. 

ENGLAND ATRAMMB SQUAD (BtatMm Atabty. 
13 Nov): FWMmkM: C eating (Quucesun. M 
Baal ( N enhamplpnl. J Maunder (Sale). Mftnge 
JF4Aan(Acnnian(fl,TUMtariMMMl(Ni«NcasiK). 


Wigan 
bag brace 
of Kiwis 

Rugby League 


W{gan have completed foe sign- 
ing of the Auckland Warriors 
full-back David Murray. The 
Premiership Trophy holders 
beat a host of dubs, inducting 
Super League newcomers Sal- 
ford Reds, to clinch 21-year-old 
Murray's signature on a three- 
year contract. 

The player will link up with 
Wigan later this month and 
has already been pencilled in to 
make his debut in the Boxing 
Day fixture against St Helens at 
Central Park. 

He will be joined in the 
Wigan line-up by fellow coun- 
tryman Stuart Lester, the 21- 
year-old Kiwi second-rowcr. 
who turned down a new deal 
with the V&rriors to join Wigan. 

John Quayle yesterday be- 
came a casualty in the battle for 
control of foe game between the 
Australian Rugby League and 
Rupert Murdoch's rival Super 
League. Quayle, who has re- 
signed as chief executive of the 
ARL, will make a statement to- 
day but be has been quoted in 
Australian media as saving he re- 
gards himself as an impediment 
to any possible peace agreement 
between the rival bodies. 

The ARL chairman, Ken 
Arthurson, said: “We have ac- 
cepted it with the greatest re- 
luctance but John felt it was in 
the best interest of the game.” 

The ARL last month suffered 
a reversal in its 18-momh bat- 
tle with Super League when 
Australia’s Federal Court up- 
held a Super League appeal 
against previous orders harming 
the competition until the year 
2000. The legal battle enters its 
final phase on Friday when the 
ARL wfl] seek leave to appeal 
to the High Court 


RavUaen (Hariaqun&l- S CMomob (Etatfi). 9 

Sotmav (MtapaL 0 Abon ffMaqumL R *■*- 
tot (Harteoura). 

Snooker 

WORLD CUP (Bangkok) Roat ScoBanfl hi He- 
putec <* Man) ID-?. IScMtaM SreU: S Hmcky 
« F O'Bnen 04-4. A UcMenuS tn S Miapty 93 
0 . 1 M K Ddteny 68-30, Henfty tt Mr- 

Oty 74-25. MttVkclKE to awySMaUgraw 
XVA to O'Bnen 2l-7a Hen*y ton m Dchenyoe 
70. McManus tn O'Bnen 71-24. Htmna loei \o 
lA*Pty 59-70. He«»v H OfBnen 77-J&. MtJAna 
ts Murpty 6'3-ha, Hn»ns t* OotierTv 63-20. Mc- 
Uanus ion tn tTBnan S-7S, lost to Hu 
pty 44-66, Hentty tan to Dofteny 0-102. Htcgois 
M OUnw 86-26. Hereay ts Murphy 73-34. 

Tennis 

BANK OP THE WEST CLASSIC WOMEN'S 
TOURNAMENT (Oakland, Calttanla): Rasta: 
Slnear M Hops (Sunt) tit M Setas (US) 6-2 
6-0. Doubter L DanenpoaMJ Fenwnttai fUSi 
lx I SpMea fftomW Tauon ifn 6-1 6J. 
HELLMANNS B*1»S CUP (fMtion CM* SHrv 
0«ttaal:HQuity{AiD)KMRto&(&ite>&-4 7 5. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


60 D Ctarta IN Ira) 2^4, 64 L Wrstriood c&® 
2-32, 67 A Cottart (Sco) Z23. 72 B Lana In£J 
2J9. M P Mcewtoy fte) 135. » P Hank«- 


on (WO 3-71. 96 P Mteftel (Eng) 1.70. 

■ ■ — ■ 

noGHBy 

HA.CUP(Ftea1b4iicaddtaH): Anctiortans vBm- 
stm; BUetans irCBnnodc BOmfle vOarrattwy: 
Dorc«gK~> Witxmbe: ranf a rn y L0w-t &TL 
M vCaribWBs Otjc Hampstead A Mfes&nmnar 
» IpaMtn Hampton m Arwi w OH laugmontans; 
HMtaaen Magpies v Si Anara; HounaMi v ma. 
an E^nMinr Rsadkig v Frtbontte; Soutt^n v 


DU«gr HMKAJE& SeonNyfftataaft). Cen- 
trar N Smnwfc IWtetoM. W Sreonmod 
Otocasan. J Bnsndaa (Sale). A BMh (Nbkssob). 

F Hfatec* (BrKWW. S«Wfc P&raysoo U*** 

tran*wu. R Uty (Usmestof), M MeotatoR (Gfco- 

oestBrt.Satt rn Mw e M 0—cn (N u ih a mpra J . 
A Healey llecem). N waistio (HanaqureL 

lhaitea BJ IliiMk—J /UtliatiMitffHNil 9% u_ 

r*»qip. in vmniB Hvimpunf, u wi i mu i 

r), KTBtec (Bathl. i MaBott IBaBt). W 
: N McCartmr (Bain). 
* (Bath). Lodoc 0 

coefc (Cweraii/). RVfist numoran, A laMng 
(Onto). 1 fiMter (Sato). Back itrac M Cony (Bn>- 
tuD. R HM ISaraeenS). A Diprnaa (Saracens), w 


SAS 


| The players who appeared for 
France against Denmark on f 
Saturday who actually play | 
their football in France. The | 
French lost 1-0 in Copen- , 

1 hagen to end a 30-game un- 
eaten run, stretching back to 
February 1994. 
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Brundle’s L-plates 

Derick Allsop on an old dog 
learning new tricks, page 27 
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Zola ready for his English 


Shadowy figures scurried 
through the chilly evening air. 
their ears deafened by the thud 
of the jackhammers, their eyes 
blinded by the glare of the 
floodlights. It was an Italian 
scene at Stamford Bridge all 
right, one straight out of 
Dante's Inferno with the heat- 
ing turned down. 

The building work on the for- 
mer Shed End seemed far re- 
moved from Gianfranco Zola's 
official unveiling in the .plush 
Drake’s club, but the activities 
reflected the same aim - the 
reawakening of Chelsea. 

The continued development 
of the Shed, like Zola's arrival. 


underlined that Matthew Hard- 
ing's untimely death has not. so 
far, destroyed his Chelsea 
dreams. Indeed, the club seem 
to have become even bigger 
news. Zola was yesterday wel- 
comed by another Italian scene: 
almost a hundred media men, 
including more than a dozen 
television crews. He responded 
by ignoring the interpreter and 
attempting to conduct inter- 
views in fractured English - he 
has been learning for more 
than six months. 

That suggests he has long 
been thinking of coming here 
but, when asked his intentions 
during Euro 96, he said: ‘‘Maybe 


Glenn Moore hears Chelsea's latest Italian import look 
forward to his new career at Stamford Bridge 


I will, but not until my contract 
expires in two years’ 'lime." At 
that time Parma were not pre- 
pared to let him go. Chelsea had 
enquired in the spring - and 
were quoted a fee of £10m. Yes- 
terday Parma agreed to accept 
£4Jnx The 30-year-oJd Italian 
international thus signed until 
June 2000, joining Roberto di 
Matteo ana Gianluca Vi alii in 
Chelsea’s Italian collection. 

The reduction is due to 
changed circumstances at Rinna. 
They are out of the Uefa Cup 


Eriksson in 
frame for 
Blackburn job 


Football 

ALAN NIXON 

Blackburn Rovers' new manag- 
er could be Sven-Goran Eriks- 
son. the highly rated Swede 
now in charge of Sampdoria. 

Eriksson is in the last year of 
his contract in Italy and would 
like to take a top job in England 
after five seasons in SerieA. The 
English-speaking Eriksson has 
put out feelers via an agent to 
the Rovers chairman, Robert 
Coar. who is thinking over the 
possibility of a continental suc- 
cessor to Ray Harford 

Terry Venables, who turned 
down Blackburn, could be 
poised to take over as a coach 
of the Australian national side. 
The 53-year-old Venables, who 
became director of football at 
Portsmouth after leaving the 
England job at the end of Euro 
96. is reported to be “very in- 
terested* in the offer. 

According to the Melbourne 
Herald Sun , Afenables has already 
been approached by the gov- 


erning body. Soccer Australia, to 
take over from Eddie Thomson, 
who quit three weeks ago. 

It is understood that Soccer 
Australia is looking for two 
coaches, one based at home and 
one overseas to monitor some 
of the 150 Australians now 
playing around the world 

A spokesman for Soccer Aus- 
tralia declined to confirm or 
deny that Veoaables was due to 
have an interview this week. 
“For obvious reasons we have to 
retain confidentiality on this 
bnt I can confirm we are speak- 
ing to a number of overseas 
coaches - as well as ones at 
home," he said “We believe we 
are offering one of the great jobs 
in world soccer. Whoever takes 
over as Australia's coach has a 
superb chance of taking the 
team to the World Chp in 19 98.” 

Leeds United have made a 
£3 3 m bid to sign the Spanish 
defender Miguel Angel Nadal 
from under Manchester Unit- 
ed's nose. George Graham has 
tabled a bigger offer to the Nou 
Camp club for the 30-year-old 


City £26m in debt 


Manchester City have revealed 
that they are a staggering £26m 
in debt. The Maine Road club 
lost £3,168,073 last season, 
when they were relegated from 
the Premiership. Their debts 
rose from £19m to £26m. set 
against assets of £31 m. The 
previous vear they had made a 
profit of £203.759. 

The City chairman, Francis 
Lee, remained positive. “Every 
club in the country, with the ex- 
ception of two or three, report 
losses,” he said “What the bal- 
ance sheet never takes on board 
is the value of players.” City, 
who have already parted com- 
pany with two managers this 
season, have been the subject of 


takeover speculation in recent 
months. 

Across town at Old Traffbrd, 
Manchester United have given 
their chairman and chief exec- 
utive, Martin Edwards, a 39 per- 
cent pay rise. His annual salary, 
including performance-related 
bonuses, rises to £212,000. 

The Italian SerieA dub, Udi- 
nese, say they have rejected a bid 
of about £13m from Manches- 
ter United for their German in- 
ternational striker, Oliver 
Bierhoff, with whom Blackburn 
have also been linked. 

Ryan Giggs wQI make his 
United comeback on Saturday 
against Arsenal after recover- 
ing from a persistent calf injury. 


centre-half who cannot com- 
mand a regular place at 
Barcelona. United wdi only pay 
£23m for Nadal, who is now in- 
eligible for the Champions* 
League. However, the player 
will move to Leeds only if he is 
sure the Old TrafFord chance 
has gone completely. 

The agent, Paul Stretford, has 
defended Stan Collymore as 
Liverpool announced that man- 
ager Roy Evans will be investi- 
gating the latest allegations 
surrounding his £S3m striker. 

Collymore was alleged to 

have shouted an o b sc enity aime d 

at the press during a reserve 
game against Sheffield Wednes- 
day at die weekend. The com- 
ment was said to have been 
heard by children string nearby. 
Collymore, who scored twice in 
a 4-0 win, was playing his first 
game after his £20,000 fine for 
going on “strike" last week. 

Stretford, CoDymore’s agent, 
said: “I've spoken to [chief ex- 
ecutive] Peter Robinson at Liv- 
erpool and he has not received 
one complaint I think it's an ab- 
solute disgrace. What worries me 
is that some reporters were not 
there to report on the match.' 

Cardiff Gty have appointed 
the former England defender 
Russell Osman as their new 
manager. The 37-year-old for- 
mer Bristol City player-manager 
succeeds Phil Neal, who left the 
Third Division dub to assist 
Steve Coppell at Manchester 
City last month, and has now 
been appointed caretaker man- 
ager at Maine Road after Cop- 
pell quit last week. 

Bobby Robson's Barcelona 
are to entertain Celtic in a 
friendly on Tuesday 26 Nov- 
ember. It is expected to attract 
a 50,000 full house, with the 20- 
year-old Brazilian Ronaldo, 
who has set Spanish football 
alight since Robson bought him 
from PSV Eindhoven in July for 
£ 13.5m, the big draw. 
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Monday's Solution 


Li EJ U LJ U LJ 
IU1313U LlUUaULKiiHULj 
U U Cl U LJ [El HI 
lauuDumsn uuiauEiu 
B □ 13 LJ 13 U 
lUUBISaU BBUQUJUULi 
□ Id LI L3 U 
umaHUQuuuuuuu 
L3 U LJ □ u 
lUUBIIdHO&liJ uaiDUUL} 
12 Id 13 U U Li 
IUHBUUU UUHUUmULJ 
\n □ 13 Li lii a ii 

iHUtdLJhlHhiHUU [3ULJCJ 
U 13 13 12 UJ 12 


ACROSS 

I He’d Withered to dig into 
decay recently acquired (3- 

5 Rash about tax, keeping a 
thousand pounds (S) 

9 It helps one to breathe right 
son of praise to king (10) 

10 Part of Scotland associated 
with money they say (4) 

II Bills resulting when clock's 

installed in ship (8) 

12 Silent about one's name for 
a short time (6) 

13 Preliminary race could 
mean end of horse being in 
Derby? (4) 

15 Wild enthusiast visiting 
Channel Islands gets nasty 
fin (8) 

IS Right-thinking Dorothy 
shortly trained domesticat- 
ed animal (g) 

1$ Type of window requiring 

square wood (4) 


HI 


21 Foolish person takes an 
hour to find a shellfish (61 
23 One in charge solved each 
problem (8) 

25 Record island is situated in 

unvarying current (4) 

26 Pub gets acclaim for 
changes? ( 10 ) 

27 Magistrate arrests prist 
getting one let off (8) 

28 Song hy leading singer 



where cars have pulled in 

(3-3) 

DOWN 

Runner in position to get 
leave of absence (5) 

Game beer producer takes 
on another drink (9) 
Country's well-worn path 
overturned by opener (6) 
How Mark relates to other 
purchasers? (5,2$) 

Church has right money 
spent for service? (8) 


Leonard takes little time to 


get citrus fruit (5) 

8 They cut true cases out (9) 

14 Land line’s safety device 
(5.4) 

16 Straight away becomes ter- 
ribly saintly miring conserva- 
tion body to heart (9) 

17 In our time work I vet is 
arranged as a surrogate (8) 

20 Mass Rare] arranged xs a 
wonder (6) 

22 Become responsible for one 
new dog (5) 

24 Old English found in 

Orkney island is rubbish (5) 


and Zola is out of favour with 
Carlo Ancelotti, their coach. 
Zola bad been moved from the 
front line to wide midfield and 
he was not happy about it 

“I have come to Chelsea be- 
cause they believe in me,” Zola 
said yesterday. “I have had a lot 
of problems at Parma this year. 
I want to play where I can do 
the most for the team.” 

This presumably means in a 
forward role. Ruud Gullit in- 
sisted neither Vialli nor Mark 
Hughes- “he has been playing 


m agnific ently" - would make 
way but he said; “Zolar needs to 
play on his instincts. He needs 
to do a job for the team but, 
when he has the ball, be has the 

freedom to create how be likes. 

“His qualities are obvious. He 
has technical ability, he has vi- 
sion, he can decide a game. He 
can give us a little bit extra.” 

Zola consulted Viaffi, Di Mat- 
teo and Mfekflesbrough'sftbririo 


told me English football is good,” 
he said. “They said I can lire well 


and play well here. I like the at- 1 
mosphereat English games and 
want to be a part of them." 

Gullit said Zola would only 
make bis debut at Bladdbutn on 
Saturday if he feels he has set- 
tied into his new environment. . 
Otherwise his debut will be in 
a fortnight, at home to New- 
castle. They could include a fa? 
miliar face, Raustino ASprOla,' 
who played with Zolaat Parma. 

His capacity to forge a dan- 
gerous- partnership with As- 
priDa - they scored 29 Se rieA 
goals between them in their first 

season - a lot for his adapt- 
ability. So does the diminutive 
Sardinian's ability to step with- 
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Kent's Dean Headtey on the rampage during Ids mateb-wionirg perfor ma nce for Errand 
against South Austrafia in Adelaide yesterday Photograph: Shaun BatterilVAUsport 


King seeking an early rematch 


Boxing 


Evander Holyfield and Mike 
Tyson could be bade in the ring 
in March or June, if you believe 
the noises coining from the 
promoter Don King. 

It is understood that a pre- 
fight agreement was reached 
srimpulatingthedateof-a re- 
match. but nothing is certain as 
the various camps, including 
Britain's Lenox Lewis, ma- 
noeuvre for a crack at the new 
World Boxing Association 
champion. 

King has a promotional 
agreement for Holyfielcfs next 
fight, but he is a long way from 
calling the shots in the cham- 
pion's career if he fights on. 


“When Don King has on pa- 
per means nothing. Wc wiH al- 
ways be Evander’s promoters. 
He will listen to ua, n Holy- 
field’s promoter, Dino.Duva. 
said. ... 

- Lews fights Olivet McCall 
for the vacant World Boxing 
Council title in January, but any 
unification fight with Holyfield 
is fraught with complications. 

Michael Moorer and Lewis’ 
fellow-Briton Henry Akin- 
wande retained their Interna- 
tional Boxing Federation and 
World Boxing Organisation ti- 
tles on the Tyson-HoIyfieJd un- 
dercard in Las Vegas. 

AD the world title holders , 
now want the most lucrative 
fight in boxing and Lewis* man- 
ager, Frank Maloney, said: 


"When Lennox regains the 
' WBC title I do believe Holyfield 
wffl want to figh t him. He has 
goneon record as saying that 
Lennox is the heavyweight 
everyone is r unning away from. 
X think Holyfield will want to 
prove a point" 

At the moment, Holyfield 
wants to enjoy his victory and 
consider his future later. After 
joining Mohammad Ali as the 
only man to win a world heavy- 
weight title three’ times, he has 
nothing more to prove. 

On Friday, however. Holy- 
field faces Tyson again to do a 
live commentary on the fight re- 
play. Maybe then. King csh get 
to work on a lire repeat of . one 
of the greatest upsets m boxing 
history. . 


butawe mto tin: shoes ofDiego 
Maradona for Napoli and Rob- 
erto Baggio for Italy. . 

“It was a' golden opportuni- 
ty,” Gullit said “Ybuwouldpay 
more for ah English player • 
-everything is out of proportion . 
here "InchKfeig, one imagttws,- 
Zola’s wages- he is reported to 
be roceivuig£25i000« vreek. As 
he spoke a; picture of Tbd 
Drake’s 1955 championr- 
Chelsea’s onlytitle-wnmers 
stared down from die wall,:. 
Those Bryfcreemed hctocSafeo s 



much in common' w 
Zola as Gianfranco. 


bad as 
’Emile 


Zbla: PraMmms at Parma 


Cricket 

MYLES HODGSON 
reports from Adelaide 
England A 294 and 151 
South Australia 276 and 157 
England A win by 12 runs . 


England A shrugged off an 
u m p irin g controversy to cele- 
brate an amazing 12-nzn victo- 
ry over South Australia at the 
Adelaide Oval yesterday. 

Needing just 164 more runs 
to win having resumed on six 
without loss. South Australia 
were reduced to 10 batsmen be- 
cause Darren Lehmann was 
called up to the Northern Ter- 
ritories Invitational XI to free 
the West Indies in Alice Springs 
today. Bat they were still over- 
whelming favourites to com- 
plete England As first defeat in 
a first-class match since losing 
to Natal in January, 1994. & 

But Dean Headley grabbed; 
5 for 38 to fotish with 
best 11 for 98 in thc iriatch^ 
South Anstrajaa ca qfc ufefe jj fr w 
157 in just 63-2 . 0 ®cra!%^^% r 
wild celebratiore^aB^^^KE 
Test venue. ; ■£' r* i > :i . 

Yet boti^^fhaSi: Abff- 
traii an captjpj^h^^Sddom, 
and Joe ScudfiSwbxemvolved 


Jamie Brayshawwas run pu]^J 
on die next delivery by Micbael^^ 
Vhughanattemptingasbar 
gje, and the opener Ben j 
son was caught at second sSp ~ 
Adam Hotttoake mHeacfley's 'r 
neat over. Scuderi, standing at j 
the non-striker’s end- appeared tJg 
to dispute the legality . <rf the A 
catch. . m 

HoDioake, the England A M 
ca p tain , insisted.' “Wbea you jB 
think you've caught a baB, you H 
ask the umpire to make d dech ja 
son and they gave if oat ’and«£ 
whether that's right or wrong 
you can't complain.” .. ... 

Scuderi, who finished with a.a.t 
unbeaten 55, thea defied Eng- jT - 
land for 27 overs in a 70-run> 
partnership widiBradley Young k. 
to steer he side towards somjt ■ 
sort oLstabiEty at 59 for 5. VI 
Ashley Gales ended Youngnr 
Headley disSH; 

Gillespie and PdfiB 
"■toMdtityre insaocessive baDs^lp 
pfefflafth&gh Scuderi prevent- . 
iWtche hatjnek after th£tea in- ■ 


Ahs- 

i^re|>Qrt on tbe- 
iisbrio-fiirtherac- 


^ Headley began the collapse 
by having Greg Blewert caught 

behind m the third over of the 
day before Siddons was ad- 
judged Ibw to a fall-length de- 
Jrvdy from the Kent fast bowler, 
a decision he deariy disputed try 
standing his ground -for sever- 
al seconds and glaring at the 
umpire Ashley Hunter. 


'by bowing Hamiy around hi^p 

’ &tftasd A vm toss; tint* da/ 1 * toot . Jr. 
BMUINDA-HrarMn»2»« IM A Butch- W 
or 73, W K Hogg 09. CWWa 61; M A Har -dt 
ftiyA-6U. ■ 

SOUIU AUSTRALIA - Rnt InaM 276 (J 
n SHdons 101: 0 W Headley &4w). jr 
a»AM) A-Second 151 P E Mk#f- 

' lyre 4-43). ' ■<- 

. SOUIH N»n«UA -SMXM4 hok«UP 
^|OwiiiWine«yO) ifa/ 

G S amett c HBffi b Header 
B A Jotiraan c HMnaMt b Huduy — 

•J D Siddons Ibw & HwdUjr — — V 

J A Breytnawe nsi out _* r "' 

J c Scumri not our — — 

tT J Me Bon c Hftggb Gflea 1— • „ 

B E Ytxng C VWUW b GIBS ' 

j N GiBespie b Headtey 

P E Mdntyre Bm b Heediey c 

M A Harsy b Goes - A, 

DS U+rnann absert — 

Extras (b3. fll2. nb4) 9W 

- Total f63J own) 1ST 

Fall: 1-6. 2-33. 3-38, 4-41. 5-59. 6-J29. 

7- 150. 8-150, 9-157. ' 

Boa*« Heatfey 20^3S-5t HarwBOafr 

0; E*am &0-1&O: G*es 143-3-2S3: WWB 

8- 3-12-0; Hoftoate 4-1-12-0; Vaughan 2- 
0-14-0. - 

Umpires: A J Mortar and RG Wnnear. 
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